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LETTER 


Eveline fo che Rev. Mr. 4 illars. 


Babel Horwelb, TY vs 


4 8 cf fortaight that 1 paſſed 
here, was 1o quiet, ſo ſerene, 
| what it gave me reaſon to expect : 
a ſettled calm ys my ſtay; but if 1 
may now judge of the time to come, by 
the preſent ſlate of my mind, the calin 
Will be {acceeded by a form, of which - 
1 dread the violence! 2 
This morning, in my way to * 
pumproom, with Mrs. Selwyn, we were 
both very much incommoded by three 
gentlemen, who were ſauntering by the 
lde of the Avon, laughiog, and talking 5 
A-23- „ 
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very loud, and lounging: ſo dif, 1recably, ; 
that we knew. not. liow-.to paſs them, 
They all three fixed their eyes very bold- 
ly upon me, alternately looking under 
my hat, and whiſpering one another. 
Mrs. Selwyn aſſumed an air of uncom- 
mon ſternneſs, and faid, Tou will pleaſe, 
Gentlemen, either to proceed yourlelves, 
or to ſuffer us.“ 
« Oh! Ma'am, ' cried c one of can urs | 
will ſuffer you, with the 5 pleaſure : 
in life.” | 
ou will ſuffer us bark; ” aue 
ſhe *or I am much mil! ken; you had 
| better, therefore, make way quictly, for 
1 ſhould be ſorry to give my ſervant the 
trouble of teaching you better manners.“ 
ler commanding air ſtruck them, yet 
they all choſe to laugh, and one of them 
wil hed the fellow would begin his leſſon, 
that he might have the pleaſure of rolling 
him into the Avon; while another advan- i 
eing to me with a fooedom which made me 
ſtart, faid, „By my ſoul I did not know | 
you! — but [ am ſure I cannot be miſta- 
ken; — had not I the honour of ſeeing 
- you, once, at the Pantheon?” | 5 


5 


been here any time? 


I then rolle ted the alan who, 
at that place, had fo much embarraſſed me. 


I courtlied without ſpeaking. They all 
bowed, and making, though in a very 


eaſy manner, an apology to Mrs. Selwyn, 


they ſutlered us to paſs on, but choſe to 
accompany us. 
„And where,” continued this Lord, 
acan you ſo long have hid yourſelf? do 


you know [ have been in ſearch of you 
this age? I could neither find you out, 
nor hear of you: not a creature could in- 


form me what was become of you. I 
cannot imagine where you could be im- 


mured. I was at two or three public pla- 


ces every night, in hopes of ming you. : 


Pray did you leave town?” | 


„Jes, my Lord.“ 


«Sq early in the ſeaſon! — what could 
poſſibly induce You to go before the birth- 
day? „ 
e had 8 my Lord, to do with 


the birth - day.“ 


3 my ſoul, all the women who had. 
may rejoice you were away, Have vou 


A 3 5 «Not 


« Nt above a fortnight, my Lord? „ : 
„A fortnight! — how enijucky that I 


| did not 1 vou ſooner! but 1 have had N 
a run of ill luck ever ſince ! came, How 


long ſhall you ſtay ?” 
« ſndeed, my Lord, 1 dow t know.” 
«Six weeks, I hope; for I [hall wiſh 


the place at the devil when you go.” 


«Do you, then, flatter yourſelf, my 


Lord, ” ſaid Mrs. Selwyn, who had hither- 
to liſtened i in ſilent contempt, (that you 
hall fee fuch a beautiful ſpot as this, when 


you viſit the dominions of the devil?” 
„Ha, ha, ha! Faith, my Lord,” faid 


one of his companions, who (till walked 


with us, though the other had taken lea- f 


ve; „the Lady is rather hard vpon you.” 


« Not at all,” anſwered Mrs. Selwyn; 


Ffor as I cannot doubt but his Lord{ hip 8 


rank and intereſt will ſecure him « place 
there, it would be reflecting on his under- 


ſanding, to ſuppoſe he { bould not with 


to enlarge and beautify his dwelling.” 


Much as I was diſguſted with this 5 Lord, 


I muſt own Mrs. Selwyn's ſeverity rather 
ſurpriſed me: but you, who have ſo often 
obſerved it, will not t wonder ſhe took fo 


5 8 7 <P 


| fair an opportunity of indulging her bu 
mour. 


As to places,” returned he, totally un- 


moved, «I am ſo indifferent to them, that 


the devil take me if I care which way I. 


go! objedts, indeed, I am not fo caſy. 


about; and 7 5 1 expect that thafe 


angels with whoſe beauty I am ſo much 
_ enraptured in this world, will have the 


 goodnels to afford me ſome little conſo⸗ 5 
lation in the other!“ 


„What, my Lord!” cried Mrs. Sel- 


wy n, *would you wiſh to degrade the 
habitation of your friend, by admitting 


into it the inſipid company of the upper 
regions?“ 


What do you 40 with yourſelf this 


5 evening?” laid his Lordſ ip zung tc 
me. | 


41 f hall be at home, my Lord.” vi 
0, a-propos — where are you! zo 


«Young ladies, my Lord,” aid Mrs, 


Selwyn, Lare 20 where.” 


* Prithee,” whiſpered his Ef hip, «iz 


that queer woman your mother?” 


Good Heavens, Sir, "hat words for : 


P Fach a queſtion! | 


"He IG 3 4 3 «No 


«No, my Lord.” 26 - 
Tour maiden aunt, then?” | 
i : 
_ «Whoever ſhe is 1 wiſh ſhe out 
mind her own affairs: I don't know what 
the devil a woman lives for after thirty: 
ſhe is only in other folks way. Shall 
you be at the aſſembly??? _ 7 
Il believe not, my Lord.” BY 
No! — why then how j in the world 
can you contrive to paſs your time?” 
Ina manner which your Lordſ hip will 
. think very extraordinary,” cried Mrs. Sel- 
wyn; „for the Torn Lady reads. 
Ha, ha, ha! Egad, my Lord,” cried 
the facetious . you are got i in 
to bad hands. © 
«You had better, Ma- am,” bode 
„5 he, *attack Jack Coverley, here, for you 
5 will make nothing of me.“ | 
e «Of you, my Lord?” cried Che; «Hea- 
ven fordid I ſhould ever entertain ſo idle 
1 an expectation! I only talk, like a filly 
3 woman, for the ſake of talking; but I ha- 
| ve by no means fo low an opinion of your 
| Lordſhip, as to * You vulnerable ” 
5 cenſure,” - 4 


I pray, Ma'am,“ cried he, a thrn 
to Jack Coverley; he's the very man for 


you; — he'd be a wit himſelf, if he was 
not too model}. ” 


Prithee, my Lord, be quiet,” return- 


ed the other; il the Lady is contented to 
| beſtow all her favours upon you, why 


| ſhould you make ſuch a point of my 
going ſnacks?? 


4 Don't be apprehenſive, Gentlemen? 


| faid Mrs. Selwyn, drily, „I am not ro- 


mantic, — I have not the leaſt deſi ign of Tz 
doing g good to either of you.“ 


„Have not you been ill ſince I faw 


y ou?” ſaid his . again addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to me. 


es my Lord. „ 
«] thought ſoz you are paler than you 


was, and 1 ſuppoſe that's the reaſon 1 did 


not recollect you ſooner.” 
Has not your Lordſhip too much 4 


lantry,” cried Mrs, Selwyn, to diſcover 
a young lady's illneſs by her looks?” 
Ihe devil a word can I ſpeak for that 


woman,” ſaid he, in a low voice; do, 7 


ide, Jack, take her i in Bands” 55: 


Kruſe n me, my Lord! * anſwered Mr. 
Coverley. 5 
When ſhall 1 ſee you again? ” conti- 
nued his Lordſhip; „do you go to the 
pump; room every * 
No, my Lord.“ 
o you ride out?” 
No, my Lord.“ | 
Juſt then we arrived at the pump: room, 
and an end was put to our converſation, 4 
if it is not an abuſe of words to give ſuch 
2 term to a ſtring of rude . and | 
free compliments. 3 
He had not opportunity to ay mock. 
more to me, as Mrs. Selwyn joined a lar- 
ge party, and I walked home between two. 
Ra * He had, however, the curioſity to 
ſee us to the door. Th 
Mrs. Selwyn was very eager to know 
| how I had made acquaintance with this 
nobleman, whoſe manners ſo evidently 
announced the character of a confirmed li- 
bertine: I could give her very little ſatis- 
: N as I was ignorant even of his na- 
b But, in the afternoon, Mr. Ridge- 
— the e, gave 1 us OP ample 
: information. 1 4 TS a OR Tg 
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As his "perſia was + 6h ily deſcribed, for 


he is remarkably tall, Mr. Ridgeway told 


us he was Lord Merion, a nobleman Who 
is but lately come to his title, though he 
has already diſſipated more than half his 


| fortune: a profeſſed admirer of beauty, 
but a man of moſt licentious character: 
that among men, his companions conſiſted 
_ chiefly of gamb! ersand jockies, and — 5 
Women, he was rarely admitted. 


Well, Mifs Anville,“ ſaid Mrs. Se. 


_ wyn, am glad I was not more civil to 


him. You may depend 7 me for Keop- 5 
* ing him at a diſtance.?“ 


«KO, Madam,” ſaid Mr: Ridgewny, che | 


: may now be admitted any where, for he 
is going to reform.“ 


Aas he, under that notion, perſuaded 


any fool to marry him?” 


« Not yet, Madam, but a mecriags is 


: expected to take place \ hortly: it has been 
ſome time in 2gitation, but the friends of 
the Lady have obliged her to wait till ſhe 
is of age: however, her brother, who has 
chiefly oppoſed the match, now that ſhe _ 
is near being at her own diſpoſal, is tole- 


rably Joo. She i 1s very pretty, and will 


ba 
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the Wells every day. 
„What is her name?” ſaid Mrs. Selwyn. 


»Luarpent,“ 
«Larpent, ſiſter of Lord Orville.” 
«Lord Orville!“ W all amaze- 


ment. 
«Yes, Ma'am; his Lordi hip i is coming 


with her. 
They are to be at the honourable Mrs. 


Beaumont's. 


55 


Clifton Hill.“ 
His Lordſhip is coming with 1 — 


7 Good. God, 


well acquainted with Mrs. Beaumont, . In- 


| deed, I have had an eſcape in not being 

under the ſame roof with him, for Mrs, 

| Beaumont invited us to her houſe imme- 
: diately upon our arrival; but the inconve- 

niency of being ſo Fry Ai from the pump- 

room made Mrs, Selwyn decline * civi- 


. Oh 


5 


We expect her at 


anſwered he, *Lady Louila 92 


1 ted had certain information, 


She is a relation of my 
Lord's, and has a very fine houſe upp : 


what an emotion did ok; 

words give me! How ſtrange, my dear 
Sir, that, juſt at this time, he ſhould viſit 
Briſtol! It will be impoſſible for me to 


avoid ſeeing him, as Mrs. Selwyn is,very 


—— , p . 
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Oh that the firſt meeting was ONT 

or that I could quit Briſtol without ſeeing 
him! — inexprellibly do I dread an inter- 
view: ſhould the fame impertinent free- 
dom be expreſſed by his looks, which di- 
ated his cruel letter, I ſhall not know 
how to endure either him or myſelf. Had 
I but returned it, I ſhould be eaſter, be- 
cauſe my ſentiments of it would then be 
known to him; but now, he can only 
| gather them from my behaviour, and [ 
| tremble leſt he ſhould miſtake, my indig- 


Y nation for confuſion! — left he ſhould 


miſconſtrue my reſerve into embarraſl- 
ment! — for how, my deareſt Sir, how 
| ſhall I be able totally to diveſt myſelf of 
| the reſpect with w hich 1 have been uſed 

to ſee him? 
Surely he, as well as I, 3 rerollec 5 
the letter at the moment of our meeting, 
and he will, probably, mean to gather my 
thoughts of it from my looks; — oh that 
they could but convey to him my real de- 
teſtation of impertinence and vanity! then 
would he ſee how much he had miſtaken 
my oiſpolition when he nog Wee: them 
my due. . 
: The⸗ 
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- There was a tune when the very idea 

that ſuch a man as Lord Merton ſhould 
ever be connected with Lord Orville, would 
have both ſurpriſed and 1hocked me, and 


even yet | am pleated to hear of his 1epu- 

gnance to the marriage, | 

; But how ſtrange, that a men of fo abau- 
doned a character ſhould be the choice of 


a lifter of Lord Orville! and how ſtrange, 
| that, almoſt at the moment of the union, 


| he ſhould be fo impertuuate in gallantry 


to another woman! What a world is this 


we live ia! how corrupt! how decenera- 
te! well might [ be conteated to ſee no 
more of it! If I find that the eyes of Lord 
Orville agree with his pe, — 1 jhall then 
think, that of all mankind, the only vir- 
© tuous individual reſides at ee Hill 
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E velina in continuation,” 


| 


| Briſtol n Sept. 16, 


1 O Sir, Lord Orville is ill hümſell. 
; lil, What from the moment ! beheld, [ 


be 


„ 17 * 


| believed him to bes — tf that i is amiable in 


man! and your happy Evelina, reſtored 
at once to ſpirits and tranquillity, is no 


longer ſunk in her own opinion, nor diſ- 
contented with the World; — no longer, 
with dejected eyes, ſees the proſpect of 
paſſing her ſuture days in ſadneſs, doubt, 


and ſuſpicion! — with revived courage 
| ſhe now looks forward, and expects to 
meet with goodneſs, even among man- 


kind: — 5 h ſtill \ he feels, as ſtrongly 


as ever, the folly of hoping, in any ſecond 


inſtance, to meet with perfedtion. 
Your conjecture was certainly right; 


Lord Orville, when he wrote that letter, * 
could not be in his ſenſes. Oh that in- 
temperance fhould have po wer to degrade 
to low, a man fo noble! 


This morning | accompanied Mrs. Sel- 


wyn to Clifton Hill, where, beautiſully 


ſituated, is the houſe of Mrs. Beaumont, 


Moſt uncomfortable were my feelings 


during our walk, which wes very f. low, 


for the agitation of my mind made me 


more than uſually ſenſible how weak I 
{til continue. As we entered the houſe, 
I ſunmoned all my reſolution to my aid, ; 


ans 


e hes to 5 00 ta give Lord 5 
Orville reaſon to attribute my weakneſs to 
a wrong cauſe, I was happily relieved 


from my perturbation, when 1 ſaw Mrs. 


Beaumont was alone. We fat with her 


for, I believe, an hour without interrup- 
tion, and then we law a Phaeton drive up 


to the gate, and a lady and geatleman . 


alight from it, 


| They entered tlie parlour With the 
eaſe of people Who were at home. The 
gentleman, I ſoon ſaw, was Lord Merton; 
he came ſhuffling into the room with his 
boots on, and his whip in his hand; and, 
having made fomething like a bow to Mrs. 
Beaumont, he turned towards me. His 
ſurpriſe was very evident, but he took no 
mauner of notice of me. He waited, I 
believe, to diſcover, fi ct, what chance 
had brought me to that houſe, where he 
did not look much rejoiced at meeting 
me. He ſeated himſelf very quietly at 
the window, without ſpeaking to any 


body. | 


Mean time, the lady; who hana: ve 
ry young, hobbling rather thai Walking 
into the room, made a x pathug, Gauri to 


Mrs. 


e 


bs. 


imm. OP ß 


D * 


Mrs. Beaumont, ſaying, «How are you, 


Ma'am?” and then, without noticing any 

body elſe, with an air of Janguor ſhe 
flung herſelf upon A ſofa, proteſting, in 
a moſt affected voice, and ſpeaking ſo foft- 
ly ſhe could hardly be heard, that ſhe 
was fatigued to death. Really, Ma'ain, 
the roads are ſo monſtrous duſty, — you 
can't imagine how troubleſome the duſt. 
is to one's eyes! — and the ſun, too, is 
monſtrous diſagreeable! — I dare ſay 1 

ſhall be ſo tanned I ſha'n't be fit to be 

ſeen this age. Indeed, my Lord, I wou't 
go out with you any more, tor you don 3 


care where you take oue.“ 


„Upon my honour,” ſaid Lord Mar 
ton, I took you the plealanteſ} ride in 
England; the fault 1 was in the fun, not 
me. 22 . 
«Your 1 Lordi hip i: is in 1 right,” laid 4 
Mrs. Selwyn, “to transfer the fault to the 
ſun, becaule it has ſo many excellencies 
to counterbalance partial i inconveniencies, 
that a litele blame will not jure. that in 
our eſtimation.” 

Lord Merton looked he; no means de- 
lighted at this attack; which 1 believe ſhe 

Fol, Ill, „ would 
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world not fo m— have made, but to 


revenge his negle& of us. 
«Did you meet your brother, Lady 
Louiſa?” ſaid Mrs. Beaumont. 
No, Ma' am. Is he rode out this 
mor ning?” 92 


1then ound; What Thad BO op ett. 


ed, that this Lady was Lord Orvilles ſi· 
fler: how ſtrange, that ſuch near relations 
 Tſthould be ſo different to each other! 
There is, indeed, ſome reſemblance in 


their features, dut in their manners, not 


| the leaſt. e 


ane anſwered Mrs. beaumon, 0 and 


I believe he wiſhed to ſee you.” 


My Lord drove fo {aſus fat 1 


ſuid Lady Louiſa, that perhaps we paſſed 


him. He frighted me out of my ſenſes; 
Ideclare my head is quite giddy. Do you 


| know, Ma'am, we have done nothing but 


quartel all the morning? — You can't 


think how I've ſcolded; — have not I, my 
Lord?” and ſhe. ſiniled expreſſively at 
Lord Merton. 1 5 5 


Lou have keen, as you always are,” | 
ſaid he, r his hip wn his fi ingers, 


6 all ſweetneſs, 1 


1 c 0 


* 19 + 


«0 fie. my Lord ” cried ſhe, oY 
know you dou't think ſo; I know you 
think me very ill-natured; — don't you, 


my Lord?“ 
No, upon my honour; — how can 
your Ladyſhip aſk ſuch a queſtion? — 


Pray how goes time? my watch ſtands.” 


lt is allmoſt mona anſwered Mrs, 
Beaumont. 


«Lord, Ma'am, you fri glren me!” ” 950 


Lady Louiſa; and then, turning to Lord 
Merton, « why now, you wicked creature, 
you, did not you tell me it was but one?“ 

Mrs. Selwyn then roſe to take leave; 
but Mrs. Beaumont aſked if ſhe would 
look at the ſhruvbery. 1 ſhould like it 

much,” anſwered ſhe, but that I fear to 
fatig ue Mils Anville! “? 


150 y Louiſa then, railing her beod "RA 


her hand, on which it had leant, turned 


round to look at me, and, having fully 


| ſatisfied her curioſity, without any regard. 
to the confuſion it gave me, turned about, 
and, again leaning on her hand, took no 


further notice of me. 


declared myſelf very able to a : 
and begged that 1 l accompany them. 
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« What ſay you, Lidy Louiſa,” cid Mrs, 
Beaumont, “to a ſtrole i in the garden?” 


Me, Ma'am! — I declare I can't ſtir 


a ſtep; the heat is ſo exceſſive, it would 


kill me. Pn half dead with it already; 
beſides, I ſhall have no time to drets, 


Will any body be here to day, Ma'am 1 


„believe not, unleſs Lord Merton 


will favour us with his company.” 


„With great pleaſure, Madam.” 
«Well, I declare you don't deſerve: to 


be al 'ked,” cried Lady Louiſa,” you ie 
cd creature, you! — I muſt tell you one 
thing, Ma'am, — you can't think how 


abominable he was! do you know, we 


met Mr. Lovel in his new phaeton, and 
my Lord was fo cruel as to drive againſt 
it? — we really flew. I declare I could 
not breathe, Upon my word, my Lord, 
I'll never truſt myſelf with you again, — 
I won't indeed! ? 


We then went into the 1 wk 


them to diſcuſs the point at their leiſure. 


Do you remember a pretty but affeed 


young lady I mentioned to have ſcen, in 
Lord Orville's party, at the Pantheon! 
6 How little did 1 then 1 imagine her to be 


lis 


* 21 „. 
his ſiſter! yet Lady Louiſa Larpent is the 
very perſon. I can now account for the 
piqued manner of her ſpeaking ro Lord 
Merton that evening, and I can now ae- 
count for the air of diſpleaſure with which 
Lord Orville marked the undue attention 
of his future brother- in- Jaw to me. 
We had not walked long, ere, at a 
diſtance, I perceived Lord Orville, who 
ſeemed juſt diſmounted from his horſe, 
eater the garden. All my perturbation 
re-urned at the fight of him! — yet I en- 
de woured to repreſs every feeling but re- 
ſen ment. As he approached us, he bow-. 
cd to the whole party; but I turned 
away my head to avoid taking any ſhare 
in his civility, Addreſſing himſelf imme- 
d ately to Mrs. Beaumont, he was begin- 
n'ag to enquire after his ſiſter, but upon 


ſ-ecing my face, he ſuddenly exclaimed 


© Miſs Anville! —” and thenthe advanced, 


and made his compliments to me, — not 


with an air of vanity or impertinence, nor 


vet with a look of conſciouſneſs or ſha- 


me, — but with a countenance open, man- 
ly, and charming! — with a ſmile that 
indicated pleaſure, and eyes that ſparkled 


— —— F—e—»AH—ů — 
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with delight! — on my ſide was all the 


conſciouſneſs, for by him, I really belie- 


ve, the letter Was, at that moment, enti- 


rely forgotten. 


With what politeneſs did he addreſs 
me! with what ſweetneſs did he look at 


me! the very tone of his voice ſeemed flat- 
tering! he congratulated himſelf upon his 
good fortune in meeting with me, — ho- 


ped I ſhould ſpend ſome time at Briſtol, 


and enquired, even with anxiety enquired, 


if my health was the cauſe of my journey, 


in which caſe his ſatisfaction would bo 
converted into apprehenſion. 


Yet, ſtruck as I was with his manner, 


and charmed to find him ſuch as he was 


wont to be, imagine not, my dear Sir, 
that I forgot the reſentment I owe him, or 


the cauſe he has given me of diſpleaſure; 
no, my behaviour was ſuch as, I hope, 
| had, you ſeen, you would not have difap- 
roved: I was grave and diſtant, I ſcarce 
Lecket: at him when he ſpoke, or anſwer- 
ed him when he was ſilent, 


As he muſt certainly obſerve this altera- 


tion in my conduct, I think it could not 


| fall making him both recollect and re. 


oor 
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pent the provocation he had Gs cauſcleſ ly 


iven me: for ſurely he was not ſo wliol- 
ly loſt to reaſon, as to be now ignorant he 


had ever offended me. 


The moment that, without abſolute ru- 
deneſs, I was able, | turned entirely ſrom 


him, and aſked Mrs. Selwyn if we ſhould 
not be late home? How Lord Orville loo- 
| ked I know not, for I avoided meeting 


his eyes, but he did not ſpeak another 


word, as we proceeded to the garden-gate, 
ludeed I believe my abruptuels ſurpriſed 


him, tor he did not leem to expect I had 


ſo much ſpirit. And, to own the truth, 


convinced as I was of the propriety, nay, 


neceſſity of ſhewing my diſpleaſure, Iyet 


almoſt af myſelf for pceiving. his Lan | 
litenefs fo ungraciouſly. „ 

When we were taking leave, my eyes 
accidentally. meeting bis, I could not but 
obſerve that his gravity equalled my own, 
for it had entirely taken place of the ſini- 
les and good- en with which he had - 
met me. 539 Ou 

am afraid this young Lady,” ſaid L 
Mrs. Beaumont, *.is too weak for another 


long Valk ull The: is again ec ok 


B i alk 


„ << 


ef che Ladies will truſt to my driving,” 
ſaid Lord Orville, and are not afraid 1 
a phacton, mine 1 hall be ready it in a mo· 
ment.“ 

«You are very good, my Land, 8 ſaid 
Mrs. Selwyn, © but wy will is yet unſign- 
ed, and I don't chuſe to venture in a phae- 


ton with a Young } man while that 1 is the 
-cale.” - 


O, cried Mrs. Beaumont; « you need 


not be afraid of my Lord Orville, for he 
is remarkably careful.” | 


Well, Miſs Anville,” anſwered ſhe, | 


„hat foy you?“ 


Indeed,“ cried I, «I had eh ra · 


ther walk. —” But then, looking at 
Lord Orville, I perceived in his face a ſur- 
priſe fo ſerious at my abrupt refuſal, that 
IcCould not forbear adding, *for If bould 
be ſorry to occaſion ſo much trouble,” = 


Lord Orville, brightening at theſe words, 


came forward, and preſſed his offer in a 
manner not to be denied; — ſo the phae- 
ton was ordered! And indeed, my dear 
Sir, — I know not how it was, — but, 
from that moment, my coldneſs and re- 
: ſerve inſcglibly wore your? You wuſt 


not 
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not de angry, — it was my intention, 2 
nay, my endeavour, to ſupport them with 


firmneſs; but when I formed the plan, T 
thought oaly of the letter, — not of Lord 
Orville! — and how is it poſſible for re- 


ſentment ro ſubſiſt without provocation? 


vet, believe me, my deareſt Sir, had he 


ſuſtained the part he began to act when 
he wrote the ever-to- be-regretted letter, 


your Evelina would not have forfeited 


her title to your eſteem, by contentedly | 


ſubmitting to be treated with indignity. 


We continued in the garden till the 
phaeton was ready. When we parted 
from Mrs. Beaumont, ſhe repeated her in- 
vitation to Mrs. Selwyn to accept an apart- 
ment in her houſe, but the reaſon I have 
already mentioned made it be again de- 
clined, 

Lord Orville 7 very liv; and ſo 
caut ouſly, that, notwithſtandingthe height 
of the Phaeton, fear would have been ridi- 
culous. I ſupported no part in the con- 
verſation, but Mrs. Selwyn extremely 
well ſupplied the place of two. Lord Or- 
ville himſelf did not ſpeak much, but the 


excellent ſenſe and refined good- breeding 


B 5. which 


5 26 + 


which accompany every wel: he utters, 


give value and weight to whatever he ſays. 


I ſuppoſe, my Lord,” ſaid Mrs. Sel. 


wyn, when we flopped at our lodgings, 


you would have been extremely confuſed 


had we met any gentlemen who have the 


honour of knowing you.” 
Af had,” anſwered he, gallantly, eit 


5 would have been e ene 
at their envy.” je, 


No, my Lo RT 1 he, «ix 


would have been from mere ſhame, that, 
in an age ſo, daring, you alone ſhou!d be 
ſuch a coward as to forbear to W 
Women.“ 


„O, cried he, laughing, «when. a man 


s in a fright for himſelf, the ladies cannot 
but be in ſecurity; Tor you have not had 
half the apprehenſion for the ſafety of 
your perſons, that 1 have for that of my 
| heart.” He then alighted, handed us out, 
took leave, and again mounting the Phac- 

ton, Was out of ſight in a minute. 


«Certainly,” aa Mes. Selwyn, when 


P he was gone, there muſt have been ſome 
g millake in the, birth of that Young man; 


be 


N SY 
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| in was, undoubtedly, deſigned for the laſt 


ages for he is really polite!” 


| And now, my dear Sir, do not you 
E think, according to the preſent ſituation 
J | of affairs, I may give up wy reſentment, 
without imprudence or impropriety? I 
hope you will not blame me. Indeed, had 
you, like me, ſeen his reſpectful behaviour, 
you would have been convinced of the im- 


: practicability of e wy e in- 
dignation, 1 
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Evelina. in continuation, 


- 


| Briſtol Bossen, Sept. 1 9th | 


8 morning Mrs. Selwyn recei- 
ved a card from Mrs. Beaumont, to aſk 
her to dine With her to-day ; and another, 
to the fame purpoſe, came to me. The 
invitation was accepted, and we are but 


den juſt arrived from Clifion-Hill, 
me We found Mrs. Beaumont alone in the 
al; parlour, 1 vill write you the character 

he 1 of 
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of that lady, in the words of our fatyrical 


friend Mrs. Selwyn. „She is an abſolute 
Court Calendar bigot ; for. chancing her- 


«ſelf to be born of a noble and ancient 
« family, the thinks proper to be of opi— 
«nion, that birth and virtue are one and 
«the fame thing. She has ſome good qua- 
<« lities, but they rather originate from pri- 


_ 4*ge than principle, as ſhe piques herſelf 
upon being too high born to be capable 
4 Of an unworthy action, and thinks it in- 

| t cumbent upon her to lupport the dignity 

«of her anceſtry. Fortunately for the world 


in general, ſhe has taken it into her head, 


« that condeſcenſion is the "molt diſſiu- 


« guiſhiog virtue of high life; ſo that the 


ee ſame pride of family which renders oth- 
5 ce ers imperious, is with her the motive of 
( affability. But her civility is too formal 
«to be comfortable, and too mechanical 
eto be flattering. That {ſhe does me the 

«honour of ſo much notice, is merely oπ] 
Ling to an accident which, I am ſure, is 


very painful to her remembrance; for it 


«ſq happened that Ionee did her ſome ſer- 
L vice. in regard to an apartment at South- 
Lampton; and. L have ſince been inforin- 


ec ed, 
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„ed. that, at the time ſhe accepted my al. 
« fiſtance, ſhe thought I was a woman of 
quality: and I make no doubt but ſhe. 
«was miſerable when {he diſcovered me to 


be a mere country gentlewoman: how- 


Geyer, her nice notions of decorum have 


« made her load me with favours ever ſin- 
«ce. But Jam not much flattered by her 


Kcivilities, as I am convinced I owe them 
«neither to attac hinent nor gtatitude, but 
«ſolely to a deſire of cancelling an obli- 


«gation which ſhe cannot brook being un- 


«der, to one whole name is no where to 
«he found in the Court Calendar,” 

You well know, my dear Sir, the de- 
light this lady takes in giving way to her N 


ſatirical humour. 
Mrs. Beaumont reel us very graci- 


ouſly, though ſhe ſomewhat diſtreſſed 
me by the queſtions ſ he aſked concerning 


my family, — ſuch as, Whether I was 
related to the Anvilles i in the North? — 


Whether ſome of my name did not live 


in Lincolnſhire? and many other enqui- 
ries, Which much embarraſſed me. 


The converſation, next, turned upon 
the inteibdod marriage i in her family. She 
trea · 
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treated the ſubj ect With ee bot it was 
. eqs” {he proves Lady Voit $ choi. 


Marmontel's words, Un jeune homne 


; ner interrupted by the entrance of 
Mr. Lovel. Indeed I am heartily ſorry he 


compliments with the moſſ obſequious re- 
ſpect to Mrs, Beaumont, but took no ſort 
of notice of any other perſon, pts 


- -made her appearance. The ſame manners 
prevailed; for courtſying, with, I hope 


he ſofa, where, leaning her head on her 
hand, ſhe caſt her languiſhing eyes round 
the room, with a, vacant ſtare, as if deter- 
mined, though ſhe looked, not to ſee who 
Iv WW 


With reverence the moſt profound, hoped 
Ae Ladyſhip was not indiſpoſed. 


She ſpoke in terms of the higheſt 
es of Lord Orville, calling him, in 


comme il y en a peu. 


1 did not think this converſation very 


is now at the Hot-wells. He made his 


In a few minntes Lady Louiſa Larpent 


you are well, Ma'am,” to Mrs. Beaumont, 
The paſſed ſiraipht forward to her ſeat on 


Mr. Lovel, preſently eee her, 


© $6 «Me. Lovell” cried. ſhe, raiſing ber 
4 head, 
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N Fe ad el geelare 1 did not ſee you; H ave | 


0j. you been here long?“ 


eſt | «By my watch, Madam,” Go 4 he: only 


in ! five minutes, — but by Your Ladyſhip's 
me abſence, as many hours.“ 

„O! now I think of it,” cried ſhe, l 
ry am very angry. with you, — fo go along, 
of I &o, for! ha. n't ſpeak to you all day.” 
he „Heaven forbid your Le'ſhip's difpleas 
li ſare ſhould laft ſo long! in ſuch cruel cir» 


le. cumſtances, a day would ſeem ah age, 


ſort But in what have [ been ſo unfortunate, as 
Wl to offend” 


3 O, vou half killed me, the HED motn- 


"ors ing, With terror! 1 have not yet recovered 


ops from my fright. How could you be ſo 
ont, cruel as to drive Your phones en my 


| 1 
"Os Lord Merton's 


1 hip, from the terror of alarming you.” 
har, Juſt then entered Lord Merton; alk 


op 1 bg up to Mrs. Beaumont, to whom alone 
Pes tc bowed, he hoped he had not made her 
„per att; ; and then advancing to Lady Louiſh,; 


b 5 . | faid, 


"her pon honour, Ma' am, your La hip 
nd Fa me wrong; it was all owing to the 
ter. J horſes, — there was no curbing them, I 
ho proteſt I ſuffered more than your Ladys 
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| aid, in a careleſs manner, How i is your 
Ladyſhip this morning??? 

Not well at all,” anſwered ſ he; «] 
have been dying with the head-ach ever 
ſince I got up.” 

Indeed!“ cried he, with a countenan- 
ce wholly unmoved, ¶ am very unhappy 
to hear it, But ſhould not your Lady- 
Thip have ſome advice? 

Il am quite ſick of advice,” 1 
3 flies: Mr. Ridgeway has but juſt left me, 
— but he has done me no good. Nobo- 
dy here knows what is the matter with me, 
yet they all ſee how indifferent Jam.“ 
our Ladyſhip's conſtitution,” ſaid 
Mr. Lovel, is infinitely delicate.” 
| ieee it is,” cried ſhe, in a low voi- 
„Lam zerve all over!” 
1 am glad, however,“ ſaid 3 Mer. 
ton, that you did not take the air this morn- 
ing, for Coverley has been driving againſt 
me as if he was mad: he has got two of 
the fineſt ſpirited horſes I ever ſaw,” _ 
„pray, my Lord,” cried ſhe, he did 
not you bring Mr. Coverley with you? 
he's a droll creature; I like him mon- 


, Grouſly.” Wc | 
«Why, 


1 rs OO  JvOOA 
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« Why, he protniſed to be here as ſoon 
| as me. I ſuppoſe he'll come before din. 
ner's over.” 
In the midſt of this millag 8 5 
Lord Orville made his appearance. O 
| how different was his addreſs! how ſupe- 
rior did he look and move, to all about 


| him! Having paid his reſpects to Mrs. 


Beaumont, and then to Mrs. Selwyn, he 


came up to me, and ſaid, «I hope Miſs 
| Anville has not ſuffered from the fatigue : 
of Monday morning!“ Then, turning 
to Lady Louiſa, who ſeemed rather ſur- 


priſed at his ſpeaking to me, he added, 
« Give me ieave, Siſter, to introduce Miſs 
Anville to % 


Lady Lou: far balf- riſa ing, bid, very 


coldly, that ſhe ſhould be glad of the ho- 
nour of knowing me; and then, abruptly 

turning to Lord Merton and Mr. Lovel, 
continued, in a half- whiſper, her con- 


verſation. 


For my part, 4 bad riſen and conn] d. | 
wu now, feeling very fooliſh, I ſeated 
myſelf again; firſt I bluſhed at the unex - 
pected politeneſs of Lord Orville, and im- 
media! ely ph) at e 5 
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failure of it in his ſiſter, How can thai 
young lady ſee her brother ſo univerſally. 
adinired for his manners and deportment, 
and yet be fo unamiably oppoſite to him 
in her's! But while his mind, enlarged 
and noble, riſes ſuperior to the little pre- 


judices of rank, fers, feeble and unſteady, 
| liabe beneath their influence. 


Lord Orville, I am ſure, was kurt and 
diſpleaſed: he bit his lips, and turning 
from her, addreſſed himſelf wholly to me, 
till we were ſummoned to dinner. Do 
you think [ was not grateful for his atten- 
tion? yes, indeed, and every angry idea 
I had entertained, Was un obliterated, 


As we were ſeating ourſelves at the ta- 
ble, Mr. Coverley came into the room: 

he made a thouland apologies in a breath 
ſor being ſo late, but ſaid he had been re- 
' tarded by a little accident, for that he had 
overturned his phaeton, and broke it all 
to pieces. Lady Louiſa ſcreamed at this 
intelligence, and looking at Lord Merton, 
declared ſhe would never go into a phae- 
ton again. 


0, 2 cried he, «, never mind Jack Co- . 
- ver- 


+» 
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ö verley. for he does not know how to 
dre k 
My Lord,” ale Mr. Coverley, * 
| drive againſt you for a thouſand pounds.” 


„Done!“ returned the other; © Name 


your day, and we'll each ak a judge.“ 
The ſooner the better,” cried Mr. Co- 
verley; “to- - MOITOW, if the a can 
be repaired.“ = 


- Theſe enterpriſes,” ſaid Mrs. W 


Lare very proper for men of rank, ſince 
| *tis a million to one but both parties will 
be incapacitated for any better employ- | 
FT 
| «For Heaven's ſake, ” ad Lody 1 
ſa, changing colour, « dow't talk ſo ſhocks 


ingly! Pray, my Lord, pray, Mr. Cover. 
ley, don't alarm me in this manner.“ 


«Compoſe yourſelf, Lady Louiſa,” ſaid 
Mrs. Beaumont, „the gentlemen will think 
better of the ſcheme; my are neither of 


them in earneſt . | 
„The very mention of fuck a ſcheme.” 
ſaid Lady Louiſa, taking out her ſalts, 


e makes me tremble all over! Indeed, my 


Lord, you have frightened me to death! 
l [ ban 't eat a morſel of dinner,” | 


c 1 per- 
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«Permit me,” ſaid Lord Orville, 4 
propoſe ſome other ſubject for the preſent, 


and we will diſcuſs this matter another 


time.” 
* Pray, Brother, excuſe 1 me; my Lord 


muſt give me his word to drop this pro- 


ject, — for, I declare, it has made me ſick 


as death.” 


To compromiſe the matter,” faid Lor 4 


Orville, ſuppoſe, if both parties are un- 
Willing to give up the bet, that, to make 
the ladies eaſy, we change its object to 
ſomething leſs dangerous? 


This propoſal was fo ſtrongly ſeconded 


by all the party, that both Lord Merton 
and Mr. Coverley were obliged to comply 
with it; and it was then agreed that the 
affair ſhould be finally ſettled j in the after⸗ | 


6] {hall now be r out of conceit 


with. phaetons again,“ ſaid Mrs. Selwyn. 
*trhough Lord Orville had almoſt recon- 
ciled me to them? : 


My Lord Orville!” cried the witty 
Mr. Coverley, *why, my Lord Orville 


is as careful, — egad, as careful as an old 
woman! Why, Pd drive a one-horſe cart 


_ againſt | 
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againſt my Lord's e Phaeton for a hun- 
” dred guineas!” 


This fally occaſioned. much laughter; 


for Mr. Coverley, I find, is regarded as a 


man of infinite humour. 
« Perhaps, Sir,” ſaid Mrs. Selwyn, 4you 


have not diſcovered the reaſon my Lord 


Orville is ſo careful?“ 


EE: « Why, no, Ma am; Piru own, I ne- 
ver heard any particular reaſon for it,” 


| «Why then, Sir, Fil tell it you; and 
believe you will confeſs it to be very par- 


ticular; his Lordſ hips friends are not yet 
tired of him.“ 


| Lord Orville laughed and CL. Mr. 
Coverley, a little confuſed, turned to Lord 
Merton, and faid, „No foul play, my 
Lord! I at ede your Lordſ hip recom- 
mended me to the notice of this lady the 
other morning, and, egad, I believe you 
have been doing me the lame office to- 
day.“ 
ide you joy, Jack!” cried Lord Mer- 


ton, with a loud laugh, 


Alter this, the converſation GR whal: 
ly pas gs a ſubject which was diſ- 
C3 - cuf- 
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cuſſed with the utmoſt delight; and, had 
I not known they were men of rank and 
| faſhion, I ſhould have imagined that Lord 
Merton, Mr. Lovel, and Mr. Coverley, 
had all been profeſſed cooks; for they dis- 
played ſo much knowledge of ſauces and 
made diſhes, and of the various methods 
of dreſſing the ſame things, that I am per- 
ſuaded they muſt have given much time, 
and much ſtudy, to make themſelves ſuch 

adepts in this art. It would be very diffi- 
cult to determine, whether they wer: 
moſt to be diſtinguiſhed as gluttons, or 
epicures; for they were, at once, dain y 
and voracious, underſtood the right a d 
the wrong of every diſh, and alike empti- 
| ed the one and the other. I ſhould have 


been quite ſick of their remarks, had 1 


not been entertained by ſeeing that Lord 
Orville, who, I am ſure, was equally 
diſguſted, not only read my ſentiments, 
but, by his countenance, communicated 
00 me his OWh 3 
When dinner was over, Mrs. Beaumont 
recommended the gentlemen to the care 
of Lord Orville and then attended the la- 


Tr ff 


dies to the drawing · room. 


The converſation, till tea- time, was 
extremely inſipid; Mrs. Selwyn reſerved 
| herſelf for the gentlemen, Mrs. Beaumont 
| was grave, and Lady Louiſa languid. 


But, at tea, every body revived; We 25 
-yere joined by the gentlemen, and ad : 
took place of dullneſs. 


Since I, as Mr. Lovel ſays, « 1 
5 dy, | ſeated myſelf quietly at a window, 
and not very near to any body: Lord 


ww Merton, Mr. Coverley, and Mr. Lovel, 


ſeverally paſſed me without notice, and 
ſurrounded the chair of Lady Louifa Lar- 
pent. I muſt own, 1 was rather piqued 


T at the behaviour of Mr. Lovel, as he had 


formerly known me. It is true, I moſt 
ſincerely deſpiſe his foppery, yet I ſhould 
be grieved to meet with contempt from 
any body. But I was by no means forry 
to find, that Lord Merton was determin- 
ed not to know me before Lady Loviſa, 
as his neglect relieved me from much em- 
| barraſſment. As to Mr. Coverley, his at- 
tention or diſregard were equally indiffe- 
rent to me. Yet, altogether, I felt extre- - 
nel uncomfortable. in be ws 
= Cc Ss: con- 
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conſidered in a light very inferior to the 


reſt of the company. 
But when Lord Orville appeared, the 


| 0 changed! he came up ſtairs laſt, and 


ſeeing me ſit alone, not only ſpoke to me 
directly, but drew a chair next mine, and 
| honoured me with his entire attention. 


N He enquired very particularly after my 
=» health, and hoped I had alceady found 
Hs benefit from the Briſtol air. *How little 
did | imagine,” added he, «when I had 
laſt the pleaſure of 1 51 you in town, 
o ſhort a time, 


that ill health would, in 
have brought you hither! I am aſhamed 


of myſelf for the ſatisfaction I feel at ſee - 


ing you, — yet, how can I help it!” 
He then enquired aſter the LG fa. 


. mily, and ſpoke of Mrs. Mirvan i in terms 
of moſt juſt praiſe. She is gentle and 
amiable,” faid be, *a true feminine cha- 


- racer.” -: 


=." CYeu, indeed, ” anſwered I, Land her 
ſweet daughter, to ſay every thing of her 
at once, is juſt the ee ſuch a mother 


_ deſerves” 


*1 am 0 glad of it, ſaid he, «for both 
| their 
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their ſakes, as ſuch near relations muſt al- 


| ways reflect credit or diſgrace on each 
i other. | 


the company to diſcuſs the affair of the 


wager, Lord Merton and Mr. Coverley, 
| though they had been diſcourſing upon 
the Object {ome time, could not fix upon | 


| the thing that latisfied them both, 


When they aſked the aſſiſtance of Lord 
| Orville, he propoſed that every body pre- 
| ſent ſhould vote ſomething, and that the 
two gentlemen ſhould draw lots which, 


| from the leveral votes, ſhould decide the 
bet. 


ſaid Lord vn” and apples to Mrs. 


Selwyn. 


«With all my heart, „* 8 1 CG 
with her uſual readineſs; „and, ſince the 
gentlemen are not allowed to riſk their 
necks, ſuppoſe we decide the bet by their 


leads? 


By e a P? led Mr. Coverley; 


Egad, 1 don t underſtand you.” 8 


c 5 a= 


After this, he. SENS to ſpeak of the 
bea ties of Clifton; but, in a few mo- 
ments, he was interrupted by a call from 


«We nd then begia with the ladies,” 


__ window. 


Þ a2 
AA will then explain myſelf more fully. 
As I doubt not but you are both excellent 
dliaſſics, ſuppoſe, for the good of your 
"own memories, and the entertainment aud 
ſurpriſe of the company, the thouſand 
pounds ſhould fall to the ſhare of him 
who can repeat by heart the longeſt ode 
of Horace?” 
Nobody could help Bosh the two 
5 gentlemen applied to excepted; who ſeem- 
| ed, each of them, rather at a loſs in what 
manner to receive this unexpected propo- 
ſal. At length Mr. Coverley, bowing low, 
ſaid, «will your LOWS pions: to be⸗ 
gin??? 
© «Devil take me if 1 do! yy. ed he. 
= turning on his heel, and Ain to the 


— 2 ys as 


„ Come, Gentlemen,” aid Mos. Sel. F 


5 Wyn, hy do you heſitate? I am ſure 


you cannot be afraid of a weak woman? 

beſides, if you ſhould chance to be out, 

Mr. Lovel, I dare ſay, will have the good- 
5 neſs to aſſiſt you.“ 

The laugh, now, turned againſt Mr. 
Lovel, whoſe change of countenance ma- 


wifelied no great Jy at the tranſition. 
* 
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8 Me, Madam!” faid he, lowing, 
 %o, really 1 muſt beg to be excuſed, WL 


Why fo, Sir? 
«Why fo, Ma'am! — - Why; 8 


as to that, — pon honour, Ma'am, you 
are rather — a little ſevere; — for how 
is it poſſible for a man who is in the Hou- 
ſe, to ſtudy the claſſics? I aſſure you, 
Ma'am,” (with an affected ſhrug) I find 
| quite buſineſs enough ſor "Of poet head, 
in ſtudying politics“. : 
ut, did you ſtudy politics at ſchoo], 5 
| and at the univerſity?” _ 
At the univerſity!” b repeated hs with 
an embarraſſed look; Why, as to that, 
Ma'am, — no, I can't fay I did; but then, 
| what with riding, — and — and — and fo 
forth, — really one. has not much time, 
even at the univerſity, for mere reading. 
<But, to be ſure, Sir, you have 558 the 


claſſics?ꝰꝰ 


0 dear, yes, Ma wn! — very often, 
— but not very — not very lately.” ” 
Which of the odes do you recommend 9 85 


to theſe gentlemen to begin with?” 


Which of the odes!— Really, Ma' am, 
as to that, I have no very particular choi- 


ce, 


practiſe;” 


bos. Fo ; 
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ce, — for. to own the truth, that Horace 


was never a very great favourite with me. 


«In truth 1 believe you?” faid Mrs. Sel. 


_ . wyn, very drily, 


Lord Merton, again advancing ir into the 


circle, with a nod and a Jaugh, laid, «Gt. 
ve you joy, Lovel!” 


Lord Orville next applied to Mrs, Beau: 


mont for her vote. 


elt would very agreeably remind me of 


paſt times,” ſaid ſhe, Ihen bowing waz 
in faſhion, if the bet was to depend upon 
the beſt- made bow,” 


*Egad,” my Lord! i cried Mr. Coven 


e ley y, *there I ſhould beat you hollow, for 

your Lordſhip never bows at all!“ 

And, pray Sir, do you? * fad Mrs 
Selwyn. 


«Do I, Mam! w. cried he, Why, NE? 


foo! * 


I proteſt,” ane ſ ha l ſhould have 


taken thaz for a / rugs if you had not told 
me 'twas a bow,” 


«My Lord,” cried Mr. Coverley, alen 


and then, moſt ridiculouſly, 
they pranced about the room, making 


« We 
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5 «We muſt now,” faid Lord Orville, 
| turning to me, call upon Miſs Anville” 
O no, my Lord,” cried 1, indeed I 


L have nothing to propoſe.” He would not, 


| however, be refuſed, but urged me fo 
much to lay ſomething, that at laſt, not to 


. given ſubject. 


ſeem againſt you.“ g 


i pals me?” 
*By no means! P fad Lord Merton. 


we . Is it poſſible your Ladyſhip can maks 


114 {Wo crucl a requeſt! ” ſaid Mr. Lovel. 


| «Foad, 57 cried Mr. Coverley, ceif your ; 
ers lady 7 hip does not help us in thisdilemma, 
ue ſ hall be forced to return to our phac- : 


ing tons.“ 


*Oh, ” cried Lady Louiſa, ſcreaming, ; 
We | | . : 55 vou 2 


make him wait any longer, I ventured to 
i propoſe an extempore couplet 'vpou fome 


Mr. Coverley inſtantly made me a bow, 38 
| or, according to Mrs. Selwyn, a flrus, 5 
| 26 ing,“ Thank you, Ma'am; egad, that's 
my fort! — Why, my Lord, the Fates 


Lady Louila was then applied te to; FR 
every body ſeemed eager to hear her opi- 
g, Nrion. „ don't know what to ſay, I de- 

clare,“ cried ER affectedly z *can't vou 
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o feightſul creature, you, how can you 
be fo abominable? 
I believe this trifling laſted | near palf an 
hour; when, at length, every body being 


tired, it was given up, and ſhe ſaid ſhe 


would confider apainſt another time. 


Lord Orville now called upon Mr. Lo- 


vel, who, after about ten minutes delibe- 
a propoſed, with a mot important 

face, to determine the wager by who 

ſhould draw the longeſt fſirraw! 
had much difficulty to forbear li 


ing at this unmeaning ſcheme; but ſaw, 
to my great ſurpriſe, not the leaf change 


of countenance in any other perſon: and, 
ſince we came home, Mrs. Selwyn has in- 
formed me, that to draw ſtraws is a fa- 


ſhion of betting by no means uncommon! 


Good God! my dear Sir, does it not ſeem 
as if money were of no value or ſervice, 
ſince thoſe who poſſeſs, ſquander it away 
in a manner ſo infinitely abſurd! 


It now only remained for Lord Orville 


to ſpeak; and the attention of the compa- 
ny ſhewed the expectations he had raiſed; 


yet, I believe, they by no means prevent- 


| ed his * from —__ heard with 


ama 


„ „ 


amayement; for it was no other, than 
that the money ſhould be his due, Who, 


according to the opinion of two judges, 
ſhould bring the worthieſt object with 
whom to {hare it! 


They all ſtared, without ſpeaking. fas 


deed, I believe every one, for a moment 
at leaſt, experienced ſomething like ſhame, 
from having either propoſed or counte- 
| nanced an extravagance ſo uſeleſs and fri- 
volous. For my part, I was ſo much 
ſtruck and affected by a rebuke ſo noble to 
theſe ſpendthrifts, that I felt my eyes fil. 


led with tears, 


The ſhort fi lence, and momentary re- 
flection into which the company was ſur- 
priſed, Mr. Coverley was the firſt to diſc 
pel, by ſaying, *Egad, my Lord, your 
Lordſhip has a moſt remarkable odd way. ; 
of taking things. 
B ſaid tlie incorrigible Loed Mer⸗ 5 
ton, *if this ſcheme takes, I ſhall fix upon 
my Swiſs to ſhare with we; for I don't 


know a worthier fellow breathing“ 1 


4 


After a few more of theſe attempts at 
wit, the two gentlemen agreed that they. 
would ſenle the affair the next morning. 
ö The 
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The converſation then took a different 


turn, but I did not give it ſufficient atten 
tion to write any account of it, Not long 


after, Lord Orville reſuming bis ſeat near 
mine, faid, «Why is Miſs Anville fo 


thoughtful?” 
i am ſorry, my Lond, ” ſaid I; «tg 


conſider myſelf among thoſe who have ſo 
juſtly incurred your cenſure.” 


My cenſure! — you amaze me!” 
Indeed, my Lord, you have made me 


quite af hamed of myſelf for having given 
my vote ſo fooliſhly, when an opportuni- 


ty offered, if, like your Lordſhip, I had 


| had the ſenſs to uſe i it of ſ hewing ſome 
humanity,” 


«You treat this too ſeriouſ ly” ſaid he, 


ſmiling; „and 1 hardly know .if you 5 
not now mean a rebuke to me.? 


Jo you, my Lord?!” - 
«Nay, who are moſt deſerving of i i 


thoſe who adapt the converſation to the 
company, or, thoſe who affect to be ty 
perior to . 
0. my Lord. who elſe would do you 
ſo little juſtice?” bi 


es Hatter e » anſwered he, & «that 


in 
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in a, your opinion and mine, in this 
point, are the ſame, though you conde- 
ſcended to comp'y with the humour of 
the company. It is for me, therefore, to 


apologize for ſo unſeaſonable a gravity, 
which, but for the particular intereſt that 
I now take in the affairs of Lord Merton, 


1 hould not have been 0 officious to dif. 
1 me” $a 0 


PTY a compliment as this could not 


fail to reconcile me to myſelf; and with 


5 revived ſpirits, I entered into a converſa- | 
tion, which he ſupported with me till Mrs, 
Selwyn's carriage was announced, and \ We 


returned home. 


Doring our ride, Mrs. Selwyn very 
much ſurpriſed me, by aſ king if! thought : 
my health would now permit me to give 
up my morning walks to the pump room, 
for the purpoſe of ſpending a week at Clif. 
ton? „for this poor Mrs. Beaumont,” ad- 
ded ſhe, „is ſo eager to have a diſcharge 
in full of her debt to me, that, out of mere 
compaſſion; I am induced to liſten to her. 
Beſides, ſhe has always a houſe full of 
. and though they are chiefly fools 
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and coxcombs, yet there | is ſome Pleaſur 
in cutting them up.” 


I begged I might not, by any means, 


prevent her following her inclination. as 
my health was now very well eſtabliſhed. 


And ſo, my dear Sir, to-morrow we are 


to he, actually, the gueſts of Mrs. Beau- 
mont. 


lam not much delighted at this fs 


me; for, greatly as I am flattered by the 
attention of Lord Orville, it is not very 
comfortable to be neglected by every body 
elſe, Beſides, as I am ſure I owe the par- 
ticularity of his civility to a generous feel- 
ing for my ſituation, I cannot expect him 
to ſupport it ſo long as a week. 


How often do [ wiſh, ſince I am ab- 


ſent from you, that I was under the pro- 
tection of Mrs. Mirvan! It is true, Mrs. 
Selwyn is very obliging, and, in every 
reſpect, treats me as an equal; but ſhe is 
contented with behaving well herſelf, and 
does not, wizh a diſtinguiſhing politeneſs, 
raiſe and ſupport me with others. Yet 
mean not to blame her, for I know ſhe is 
ſincerely my friend; but the fact is, ſhe 
is s herſelf lo much occupied 3 in converſa- 


tion, 


A *$ @ - 


n, 


* 


» 


IF 


tion, when in company, that ſ he has nei · 
| ther leilure nor Wonen to attend to the 


ſilent. 


Well, I muſt take my chance! But l 


knew not, till now, how requiſite are 


birth and fortune to the attainment of re- 


ſpect and — 
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LETTER W. 


2 velina in continuation. 


| Cliſcon * 20th, | 


H. e 1 am, my law Sir, under the ſa · 
me roof, and inmate of the ſame houſe, 
as Lord Orville! Indeed, if this were not 
the caſe, my ſituation would be very dis- 
agreeable, as you will ealily believe, 
when I tell you the light in which I am 


generally conſidered. 


«My dear,” ſald Mrs. Selwyd:: «gig 
you ever before meet with that egregious 


fop,. Lovel?” 


[ very readily ſatisfied her as to hy ac· 5 


quaintance with him. 
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- «O then,” faid ſhe, «I am the leſs fur 

priled at his ill - - Nature, ſince he has alren 
dy injured vou 

I begged ber to explain herſelf; and 

hea { he told me, that hile Lord Or ville 


was ſpeaking to me, Lady Lovifa ſaid to 
Mr. Lovel, * Jo you know who that is?” 


Why, Ma'am, no, pon honour,” au- 
ſwered he; I can't ablolutely ſay I do; 
1 only know ſhe is a kind of a toad - eater, 
She made her firſt appearance in that ca- 
pacity laſt Spring, when ſhe attended 
Miſs Mirvan, a young lady of Kent.” 


How cruel is it, my dear Sir, to be 


thus expoſed to the' impertinent ſugge· 


ſtions of a man who is determined to do 
me ill offices! Lady Louiſa may well de- 
8p iſe a toadeater; but, thank Heaven, her 
ks has not heard, or does not credit, 
the mortifying appellation. Mrs. Selwyn 
ſaid, ſhe would adviſe me to pay my 


court to this Mr. Lovel; *for,” ſaid ſhe, 


& though he is en he is faſhiona- 
ble, and may do you e harm in the 
great world,” But 1 fhould diſdain my- 
ſelf as much as I do him, were I capable 

0 
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| of 3 duplicity⸗ as to flatter a man whom 
I ſcorn and deſpiſe. 
We were received by Mrs, Radon 

| with reat civility, and by Lord Orville 
| with ſomething more. As to Lady Loui- 
| fa, ſhe ſcarcely Perceived that we were in 
| the room. 
| There has been company hore all day; 
| part of which I have ſpent moſt happily; 
| tor after tea, when the ladies played at 

| cards, Lord Orville, wi o does not, and 
| I, who cannot play, were conſequently : 
at our own diſpoſal; and then his Lord» 
| ſhip entered into a converſation with me, . 


which laſted till ſupper- time. 


Almoſt inſenſibly, I find the conſtraint, 1 
the reſerve, J have been wont to feel in 
his preſence, wear away; the politeneſs, _ 
the ſweetneſs, with which he ſpeaks to 
me, reſtore all my natural chearfulneſs, 
and make me almoſt as eaſy as he is hime 
ſelf; and the more ſo, as, if | may judge 
by 5 looks, Iam rather raiſed, than Aus 1 


of late in his opinion. 


I aſked him, how the bet v was, at laft | 
to be decided? He told me, that, to his 
great ſatisfaction, the parties had been a pr 
D 3 - 2 ds. 
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walled 1 upon to lower the ſum from ons 
thouſand to one hundred pounds; and 
that they had agreed it ſhould be deter- 


mined by a race between two old wo- 
men, one of which was to be choſen by 
each fide, and both were to be proved 


more than eighty years of age, though, 


in other reſpects, 8 and healthy ag 
Poſſible. | 
When I expreſſed my Torri at this 


extraordinary method of ſpending ſo much 
money, I am charmed,” ſaid he, *at 
the novelty of meeting with one ſo un- 
hackneyed in the world, as not to be yet 
influenced by cuſtom to forget the uſe of 
_ reaſon: for certain it is, that the preva- 
| lence of faſhion makes the greateſt abſur 


Cities paſs uncenſured, and the mind natu- 
rally accommodates itſelf, even to the 
moſt ridiculous 88 if they 06 


cur frequently.” 


«I ſhould have boped,” „ (aid I. *that 
the humane propoſal made yeſterday by 


your Lordſ hip, would have had more el 


Fe” 


«O,” cried he, lau ghing, I was fe 


. far from __— any fuccel that I Chal 


think 
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. kink eſti very foe tunate if! eps the 
weit of Mr. Coverley in a lampoon! yet I 
ſpoke openly, becauſe I do not wif h to 

, og that I am no friend to gaming.“ 


After this, he took up the New Bath 


1 Guide, and read it with me till ſupper- 
time. In our way down ſtairs, Lady Loui- 
| fa ſaid, «I thought, Brother, you were 
engaged this evening??? 
| «Yes, Siſter,” anſwered he, «and 5 
| have been engaged.” 
me with an air of gallantry that rather 
? confuſed ne.” * 


And he bowed to 


1 23d. 8 


TY :nſenſibly hors three days gli- 


ded on ſince I wrote laſt, and ſo ſerenely, 
that, but for your abſence, I could not 
have formed a wiſh. My reſidence here 
is much happier than I had dared expect. 
The attention with which Lord Orville 
honours me, is as uniform as it is flatte- 


ring, and ſeems to reſult from a benevo- 


e of heart that proves him as much a 
ſtranger to caprice as to pride; for, as his 
particular civilities aroſe from a generous 
reſentment at ſeeing me neglected, ſo will 
8 they, 
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they, I truſt, continue, as long as I ſhall, 


in any degree, deſerve them. I am now 
not merely eaſy, but even gay in his pre- 
ſence: ſuch is the effect of true politeneſs, 
that it baniſhes all reſtraint and embarraſ- 


ment. When we walk out, he conde- 


ſcends to be my companion, and keeps by 


my {ide all the way we go. When we 


read, he marks the paſſages moſt worthy 
to be noticed, draws out my ſentiments, 
and favours me with his own. At table, 
here he always ſits next to me, he obli- 


ges me by a thouſand nameleſs attentions, 


while the diſtinguiſhing good - breeding 
with which he treats me, prevents my re- 
. Pining at the viſiblyfelt ſuperiority of the 
reſt of the company. A thouſand occa- 
ſional meetings could not have brought us 
to that degree of ſocial freedom. which 
four days ſpent under the fame roof have, 


inſenſibly, been productive of: and, as 


my only friend in this houſe, Mrs. Sel- 
Wyn, is too much engroſſed in perpetual 
converſation to attend much to me, Lord 
Orville ſeems to regard me as a helpleſs 
ſtranger, and, as ſuch, to think me en- 
titled to his good offices and protection. 


10 
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pe, that the depreciating opinion he for- 
merly entertained of me is ſucceeded by 


y Þ converſation, and his ſolicitude to oblige 


e me, all conſpire to make me hope I do 
not. In ſhort, my deareſt Sir, theſe laſt 
„ four happy days would repay me wor 


e, months of ſorrow and pain! 


LETTER *. 


Eulius in continuation. . 


| Clin Sept, 24th, 


| Tadeed.: my dear Sir, I have EN to \ ho- Y 


one iufinitely more partial. — It may be 
;- I that I Hatter myſelf, but yet his looks, his 
> © attentions, his deſire of drawing me into 
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76, . morning I came down ſtairs 5 
as very early, and ſuppoſing that the family 
el. would not aſſemble for ſome time, 1 
12] ſtrolled out, purpoſing to take a long walk, 
rd Jin the manner I was wont to do at Berry 
eſs Hill, before breakfaſt. But I had ſcarce 
en - {ſhut the garden - - gate, before I was met 
wy by a Hans, < _ immediately bow- 
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wing to me, I recollected to be the un. i 
happy Mr. Macartney. Very much fur. 
priſed, I courtſied, and ſtopped till he ca. 
me up to me. He was till in mourning, 
but looked better than when I ſaw him 

laſt, though he had the fame air of melan. 
choly which ſo much truck me at hrk 
ſight of him. ; 

"Addreſſing me with the utmoſt tefoach ! 

„ am happy, Madam,” ſaid he, *to ha- 

ve met with you ſo ſoon, I came to Bri. 
ſtol but yeſterday, and have had no ſmall 
difficulty in tracing you to Clifton. | 


Did you know, then, of my being 
here? 
I did, Madam; the ſolemotive of i my 
journey was to ſce you. I have been toi 
Berry Hill, and there I had my intelligen- 
ce, and, at the ſaine time, the unwelco 
me information of your ill health. 


= Good God! Sir, — and can vou pon 

| ſibly have taken ſo much trouble?” | 
Trouble! Oh Madam, could ther 

be any, to return you, the moment 1 hal 

the power, my perſonal ne 

for your 8 i 
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: better, It is yourſelf, Madam,” ſaid he, 


| ] exiſt at all” He then told me that his 


tion, and that he hoped, by the aſſiſtance 


fate. The intereſt you ſo generouſly 


ng took in my affliction,” added he, «aſſures _ 
me you will not be diſpleaſed to hear of 


my | my better fortune; I was ther efore eager 8 
08 to acquaint you with it.“ He then told 
15 me, that his friend, the moment he had 
co 


as bound equally by duty and honour, my 


= «1 then enquired after Madame Duval, 
and the Snow - Hill family. He told me, 
they were all well, and that Madame Du- 

| val propoſed ſoon returning to Paris. 
When L congratulated him upon looking 


| «you ſhould congratulate, for to your 
| humanity alone it may now be owing that 


affairs were now in a leſs deſperate ſitua- 


of time and reaſon, to accommodate his 
mind to a more cheatfol ſubmiſſion to his 


| received his letter, quitted Paris, and flew _ 
to give him his perſonal aſſiſtance and 
conſolation. With a heavy heart he acknow« 
ledged, he accepted it; „but yet,” he 
added, I have accepted it, and therefore, 


| firſt ſtep was to haſten to the benefactreſs 
of my Giftcels, and to n (pyeſenting 
me 


4 6 *. 


me an in a paper) «the only part 
of my obligations that can be returned; 
for the reſt. 1 have nothing but wy gat. 
tude to offer, and muſt always be conten- 
ted to conſider myſelf her debtor.” . 


I congratulated him moſt ſincerely upon 
his dawning proſperity . but begged he 
_ would not deprive me of the pleaſure of 
being his friend. and declined receiving the 
money, till his affairs were more ſettled, 


While this point was in agitation, 1 
heard Lord Orville's voice e enquiring of 
the gardener if he had ſeen me? I 1mme- 

diately opened the garden- gate, and his 
Lordſhip, advancing to me with quick. 

nels, ſaid, * Good God, Miſs Anville, ha- 
ve you been out, alone? Breakfaſt has been 
ready ſome time, and [ have been round 
the garden in ſearch of you.” 

«Your Lordſhip has been very good, 
fad I; *but I hope you have not waited.” 


Not waited!” repeated he, ſmiling, 
« Do you think we could ſit dowh quietly 
to breakfaſt, with the idea that you had 
run away from us? But come,” (offering 
to hand me) if we do not return, er. 
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will 9800 lam run away too; and they 


very naturally may, as they know the at- 
traction of the magnet that draws me.“ 


«] will come, my Lord,” faid I, rather 
embarraſſed, in two minutes.” Then, 
turning to Mr. Macartney, with yet mo- 
re embarraſſment, 1 wiſhed him good . 
ons > 

He advanced 88 the garden, with 
* {Wile paper ſtill in his hand. 


1 «No, no,” cried I, © dome other time” 


of | May I then, Madam, have the ho; 
nour of ſeeing you again?“? 
\. I did not dare take the liberty of invi- 
ag any body to the houſe of Mrs Beau- - 
nont, nor yet had I the preſence of mind 
wake an excuſe; and therefore, not 
. nowing how to refuſe him, I ſaid, Per- 

» {ps you may be this way again to- mor- 
d Wow morning, — and I believe I 1 balk 
d. Nvalk out before breakfaſſ.“ oy 
ng, He bowed, and went away; while I; 
tly Morning again to Lord Orville, ſaw his 
bad Mountenance ſo much altered, that I was. 
ing Wrightened' at what I had fo haſtily faid. 
ey Nie ma not again er + me his hand, but 
vil ERS 3 val. ; 


walked, Plone and ſlow, by 1 my ſide 
Good Heeaven! thought I, what may be 


be might ſeem — 
No, believe me,” ſaid be, with . 

| forced ſmile, I could never ſuppoſe Mil 

a ſtranger.” 


| ted 1, colouring nn 10 
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not ſuppoſe from this adventure? May he 


not, by my deſire of meeting Mr. Vi. n 
_ cartney to-morrow, imagine it was by de. 0 
ſign | walked out to meet him to day b 
Tormented by this apprehenſion, I deter WM tl 
mined to avail myſelf of the freedom f. 
' which: his behaviour ſince I came hither #1 


has encouraged; and, ſince he would uM p: 


aſk any queſtions, begin an explanation} nc 
myſelf. I therefore ſlackened my pace, I bi 
to gain time, and then ſaid, „Was nal — 
your Lordſ hip ſurpriſed to ſeen me ſpeak th 
ing with a ſtranger?” 


A ſtranger!” repeated he; «ig it po 


ſible that gentleman can be a ſtrunger oh fir 


. 70 
«No, my Lord. — bid I, ſummerig ly 
a not to me, but only it might look — 


Anville would make an appointment with 
„An appointment, my Lord!” reps 


be Par 
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F- «Pardon me, Madam,“ anſwered he, 
«but 1 thought I had heard one 


I was ſo much confounded lt eould:: 
| not ſpeal; yet, finding he walked quietly 
on. | coated not endure he ſhould make 
his own interpretation of my ſilence; and 
therefore, as ſoon as I recovered from = 
ſurpriſe, I ſaid, Indeed, my Lord, : 
are much miſtaken, — Mr. Macartney had 
particular buſineſs with me—and I could 
not, — I knew not how to refuſe ſeeing 
him, — but indeed, my Lord - I had nor, 
— he had not,” —1 ſtammered ſo terribly 
tha: 1 could not . | 
„Ham very ſorry,” ſaid he, gravely, 
pol that I have been ſo unfortunate as to di- 
r 0M fireſs you; but! ſhould not have followed 
Wyo, had I not imagined you vere mere · 
ring ly walked out for the air.“ ; 


«And ſo I was!” cried I eagerly, 00 Ain 
deed, my Lord, | was! My mecting with 
Mr. Macartney was quite accidental; and 
if your Lordſhip thinks there is any im- 
propriety in my ſeeing him to-morrow, I 
am n to fo wv that intention. 
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_ priſe; furely Miſs Anville muſt beſt jud- 
ge for herſelf! ſurely ſhe cannot leis the 
arbitration of a point ſo delicate, to one 


ſhip's time to hear them, — you ſhould 
not be ignorant of the circumſtauces 
- - which attend it.. 


poſition,” ſaid he, 1 in a ſoftened voice, «[ 
have long admired, and the offer of a com- 


nour, is too grateful to me not to be es- O1 


have had. ſome opportunity of ſpeaking 
with Lord Orville; but Lord Merton and 


his opinion of the {pot they had fixed upon 
= for. the old Women's race. The ladies de- 


4 „ 


4 1f 7 think!” ſaid he, in a tons of fur- 


who is ignorant of all the circumſtances 
which attend it?? 
If,“ ſaid I, *it was worth your Lord. 


„The ſweetneſs of Miſs Anville's ail. 


munication which does me ſo much ho- m 


5 gerly caught ar”. I k 
Juſt then, Mrs. Selwyn opeged 1 pars the 
Jour window, and our converſation ended, b 
I was rallied upon iny paſſion for ſolitary Mt 

| walking, but. no queſtions were al ked me, a 


When breakfaſt was over, I hoped to 


Mr. Coverley came in, and inſiſted upon 


 clared 
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clared they would be of the party, and, 
| accordingly, we all Went. e 


The race is to be run in Mrs. Beau- 


mont's garden; the two gentlemen are as 
anxious as if their joint lives depended 
upon it. They have, at length, fixed upon 


objects, but have found great difficulty in 
perſuading them to practiſe running, in or- 


| der to try their ſtrength. This grand af. 

| fair is to be decided next Thurſday, _ 
When we returned to the houſe, the 

entrance of more company ſtill prevented 

| my having any converſation with Lord 

Orville. I was very much chagrined, as 

I knew he was engaged at the Hotwells in 

the afternoon. Seeing, therefore, no pro- 

bability of ſpeaking to him before the ti- 

me of my meeting Mr, Macartney arrived, 


I determined that, rather than riſk his ill 


opinion, I would leave Mr, Macartney | 


to his own ſuggeſtions. 


Vet, when I reflected upon his pecu- 
liar ſituation, his poverty, his ſadneſs, and, 
more than all the reſt, the idea I knew he 
entertained of what he calls his obligations 
to me, I could not reſolve upon a breach 
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of promiſe, which might be attributed to 


cauſes of all others the moſt offenſive tg 


one whom misfortune has made extreme. 


ly ſuſpicious of ſlights and contempt. 


After the moſt uneaſy conſideration, ] 


at lenght determined upon writing an ex 


cuſe, which would, at once, fave me from 
either meeting or affronting him, I the 


relore begged Mrs. Selwyn's leave to ſend i 


her man to the Hotwells, which ſhe in 


lowing note. 


ſtantly granted; and then I wrote the fl. 


10 Br Macartney. 


A: it will not be in my power to walk 


out to-morrow morning, I would by 10 
means give you the trouble of coming td 


Clifton. I hope, however, to have the 


wo 


pleaſure of ſeeing you before you qui 


Briſtol, Iam, 
on mr 8 
' _ Your obedient ſervant, 
VRN A AxvIIIBE. 


I and returned to the parlour. 

| As ſoon as the company diſperſed; the 
W ladies retired to dreſs. I then, unexpect> 
edly, found myſelf alone with Lord Or- 
ville; who, the moment I roſe to follow 


ce, if I remind her o 
ſo good as to inake me this morning?ꝰ 


all le [ was conſidering in what manner to bes 
no ein, | could not help al king wylelf what 5 
m 18! had to communicate the affairs o 
de Mr. Macartney; and I doubted whether, 
10 to elear my ſelf from one act of impruden- 
ce, I had not committed another. : 
Diſtreſſed by this reflection, I thought 
it beſt to quit the room, and ꝑive myſelf 
i ſome time for conſideration before 1 ſpo- 


Men to drefs, I ran up fairy: rather ab. 


„„ 


1 deſired the ſervant to enquire at the 
pump - room where Mr. Macartney lived, 


rs. Selwyn, advanced to me, and ſaid, 
Will Miſs Anville N my impatien- 


the pronuſe {he Was 5 


I ſtopped, and would have returned to 
my ſeat; but, before I had time, the ſer- 
vants came to lay the eloth. He retreated, 
and went towards the window; and hi- 


ke; and therefore, only ſaying I muſt ha- 


** ——— — v—— ey 
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a Town, and fo, I four, Lord Or 
ville muſt think; yet what could I do! 
unuſed to the ſituations in which I find 
myſelf, and embarraſſed by the ſlighteſ 
difficulties. I ſeldom, till too late, diſco. 
ver how [| ought to act. 


]juſt as we were all aſſembled to dinner, 
Mrs. Selwyn's man, coming into the par 
lour, preſented to me a letter, and ſaid, *[ 


can't find out Mr. Macartney , Madam: 


but the poſt- office people will let you 
know if they hear of him.“ 


I I was extremely aſhamed of this public 
meſſage; and, meeting the eyes of Lord 
z Orville, which were earneſtly fixed on 
me, my confuſion redoubled, and I knev 
not which way to look. All dinner-time, 
he was as ſilent as myſelf, and the moment 
it was in my power, I left the table, and 
went to my own room. Mrs. Selwyn 
_ preſently followed me, and her queſtions 
obliged me to own almoſt all the particu 
lars of my acquaintance with Mr, Macart- 
ney, in order to excuſe my writing to 
him. She ſaid it was a moſt romantic at 
2 fair, and {poke her ſcatiments witz j cat 
| eve. 
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E ſeverity, 1 that The had no doubt 
but he was an adventurer and an impoſtor. 


And now, my dear Sir, l am totally at 
Ja loſs what 1 ought to do: the more I re- 
flect, the more ſenſible I am of the utter 
impropriety, nay, treachery, of revealing 
the (tory, and publiſhing the misfortunes 
Land poverty of Mr. Macartney; who has 
an undoubted right to my ſecrecy and dis- 

cretion, and whoſe letter charges me to 
regard his communication as facred. — 

And yet, the appearance of myſtery,.— 
perhaps ſomething worſe, which this af. 

fair muſt have to Lord Orville, — his ſe- 

riouſneſs, — and the promiſe I have made 
im, are inducements ſcarce to be reſiſted 
for truſting him, with the openneſs] he has 
eaſon to expect from me, : 


1am equally diſtreſſed, too, hacks a or 
not I ſhould ſee Mr. nen to · mor- 

row morning. 8 

Oh, Sir, could I now be e hy | 
Your counſel, from what anxiety and pers 

plexity ſhould I be relieved! l 
But no, — I ought not to betray Mr. 

Macartney, and I will not forfeit a confi · 
— + 5 dence 
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dence which would never have been repo. 
fed in me, but from a reliance upon my 
| honour which I ſhould bluſh to find my. 
ſelf unworthy of. Deſirous as I am of 
the good opinion of Lord Orville, I will 
_ endeavour to act as if I was guided by your 
advice, and, making it my ſole aim to de 
ſerve it, leave to time and to fate my ſuo- 


ces or diſappointment. 
a Since I have formed this reſolution, my 
| * mind is more at eaſe; but I will not figiſh 
ö wy letter till the affair is decided. 

| e „„ Ne | | : Sept. 25th, 
| I roſe very early this morning, and, aſter 
| | _ 8 thouſand different plans, not being able 
1 to reſolve upon giving paor Mr, Macart 
vil! ney leave to ſuppoſe I neglected him, 
ol thought it incumbent vpon me to keep 
| |! my word, ſince he had not received my 
[ || letter; [| therefore determined to make my 
C18 own apologies, not to ſtay with him two 
| | minutes, and to excuſe myſelf ſrom mee 


ting him any more. 


TT Yet, uncertain whether I was wrong 0! 
N right, it was with fear and trembling « 


— "=e 


# 


* 


| | opened the gar Jen-gate, — judge, then, 
; of my feelings, when the fir! object | {aw 
| was Lord Orville! — he, too, looked cx. 
uemely diſconcerted, and ſaid, in a heſi- 
| tating manner, Pardon me, Madam, — I 
did not intend, —'I did not imagine you 
E would have been here ſo ſoon — or, — or 

I would not have come.” — And then, 
with a haſty bow, he paſſed me, and pro. 3 

ceeded to the garden. 


I was ſcarce able to ſtand, 10 greatly 
aid I feel myfelf ſhocked; but, upon my 
ſaying, almoſt involuntarily , Ow: my 
Lord!” — he turned back, and, after a 


ſhort pauſe, faid, © Did you ſpeak to me, : 


Madam?“ 


L could Oe. Ane lend SIR I E. 
ſeemed choaked, and was even torced to 


ſupport myſelf by the garden - - gate. 


| Lord Orville, ſoon recovering his "WM 
gnity, ſaid,“ Iknow not how to apologiſe 


| for being, juſt now, at this place; — and 
1 cannot immediately, — if ever, — clear 


myſelf from the i imputation of impertinent 
curioſity, to which I fear you will attribu- 
te it: nn at preſent, I will only en- 

E 4 treat 
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treat your pardon, without detaining you 


any longer.“ Again he bowed, and left 
For ſome moments, I remained fixed to 


the ſame ſpot, and in the ſame poſition, 
immoveably as if I had been transformed i 
to ſtone, My firſt impulſe was to call 
him back, and inſtantiy tell him the who- 
le affair; but I checked this deſire, though 
I would have given the world to have in- 
dulged it; ſomething like pride aided what 
T thought due to Mr. Macartney, and! 
determined not only to keep his ſecret, but 
to delay any ſort of explanation, till Lord 
Orville ſhould condeſcend to requeſt it. 
Slowly he walked, and before he enter. 
ed the houſe, he looked back, but haſtily 
withdrew his eyes, upon finding I obſer 
„% ·˙ AA Et ro 


| Indved, my dear Sir, you cannot eaſily 


imagine a ſituation more uncomfortable 
than mine was at that time; to be ſuſpected 

by Lord Orville of any clandeſtine actions, 
wounded my ſoul; I was too much dis 

= compoſed to wait for Mr. Macartney, not, 
in truth, could I endure to have the dee 
Ko ö — 
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ol my ſaying ſo well known. Yet I was = 
ſo extremely agitated, that I could hardly 
move, and, I have reaſon to believe, Lord 

= Orville, Lam the patlour- window, faw. 
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0 ; 
„me tottering along, for, before 1 had ta- 
ken five ſfleps, he came out, and haſtening 
co meet me, ſaid, „1 fear you are not 
„well; pray allow me, (offering his _ 
kW to aſſiſt you.” -. 
No, my 1051 ſaid 1, with all Gere 
at ſolution could aſſume; yet 1 was affect · 
ed by an attention, at that time fo little 
1 expected, and forced to turn away wy 
ahead to conceal my emotion. 


vou muſt,” ſaid he, with earneſtneſs, 
indeed you muſt, — I am ſure you are 
not well; — refuſe me not the honour o 
aſſiſting you;” and, almoſt forcibly, h he 
took my hand, and drawing it under his : 
arm, obliged me to lean upon him. That 


y 1 ſubmitted was partly the effect of ſur- 
ble priſe at an earneſtneſs ſo uncommon N 
del Lord Orville, and partly, that I did not, 
ns 


8 juſt then, dare truſt my voice to make any 
lis objection. n 

When we came to Fg houſe, he led 
0 me into the parlour, and to a chair, and 


{Ho dd 


aſking for his enquiries; and! was ſure it 
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1 to know if I would not bare a 
or water; DN hi 
No, my Lord, I thank cou ſaid 1, 

I am perfectly recovered;” and, riſing, 
I walked to the window, white: for ſo- 
me time, I pretended to be occupied in 
looking at the garden. 
| Determined as I was to act honourably 
by Mr. Macartney, I yet moſt anxiouſly 
| wiſhed to be reſtored to the good opinion 
of Lord Orville; but his ſilence, and the 
| thoughtfulneſs of his air, Abe me 
from ſpeaking. 5 
My ſituation ſoon grew difagreeabl 
ind eee and 1 refolved to return 
to my chamber till breakfaſt Was ready. q 
To remain longer, I feared, might ſeem 1 


Would ill become me to be more cager to 
ſpeak, than he was to hear. 

Juſt as I reached the door, turning to 
me haſtily, he laid, *Are you going, Mils 
_  Anville?” © 
«fr am, my Lord,” anſwered I, yet! 
ſopped. 

3 Perhaps to return w büt 1 beg your 
. pardon!” he TR with a degree of agi. 
tation 


| faid, To my own room, my Lord” 
And again | would have gone; but, con- 


him, I believe he was ſorry for the inſi- 


* 


) foroivenels.” 2 3 . 
My forgiveneſs! my Lord?” cried I, 


not ſerious?” ? 


I © You are very good; yet I could ex- 


tion which baffles all compariſon: will 


| ation that made me readily comprehend — 
| he meant to the Garden, and I inſtantly 


vinced by my anſwer that I underſtood. 


nuation; he approached me with a very wh 
ſerious air, though, at the ſame time he 
| forced a ſmile, and ſaid, „I know not 
what evil genius purſues me this morning, 
but I ſeem deſtined to do or to ſay ſome. 
| thing I ought not? Jam ſo much aſham- 
ed of myſelf, that I can ſcarce ſolicit your 


obaſhed, rather than elated by his conde- 
ſcenſion, * ſurely you cannot — you are 


«Indeed never more ſo; yet if l may 
be my own interpreter, Miſs Anville's 
0 WW countenance pronounces my pardon.” “ 
ls I know not, my Lord, how any one 
can pardon, who has never been offended” 


pect no leſs from a ſweetneſs of diſpoſi- Fx 


you not think I am an encroacher, and 
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that I take advantage of your goodness 
{ſhould I once more remind you of the 
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promiſe you vouc -bſafed me yeſterday 1 2” 
No, indeed; on the contrary, I ſhall 


be very happy to acquit myſelf i in your 
Lordſhip's opinion.” 


| *Acquit you need not, 22 ſaid be lead- 


ing me again to the window, © vet I own 
my curioſity is ſtrongly excited.” 

When 1 was ſeated, I found myſelf 
much at a loſs what to ſay; yet, after a 
ſhort ſilence, aſſuming all the courage in 
my power, Will you not. my Lord,” 
faid I, „think me trifling and capricious, 
1 hould I own I have repented the promiſe 
1 made, and ſhould I entreat your Lord- 


ſhip not to inſiſt upon my ſtrict perfor- 


3 of it? — I ſpoke ſo haſtily, that 


I did not, at the time, conſider the im- 


propriety of what I ſaid.” 


As he was entirely ſilent, and profound. | 


ly ate. continued to {peak without 


6 If your Lordſhip, by any other means, 


knew the circumſtances attending my ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Macartney, I am 
moſt ſure you. would JO ere 


my 


my Ren hem, "He is a > els, 
and has been very unfortunate, — but 1 
am not, — I think, — at liberty to ſay 
more; yet I am ſure, if he knew your 
Loraſhip wif hed to hear any particulars 
of his affairs, he would readily conſent to 
my acknowledging them; — ſhall I, my 
Lord, aſk his permiſſion?” | 6 
His affairs!” repeated Lord Orville; 
aby no means, I have not the Mt curio- 
ſity about them,” e 
| *[ beg your Lordſhip's pardon, — — ler . 
indeed J had underſtood the contrary.” 


I poſe the affairs of an utter franger can ex· 
cite my curioſity ?” 5 
The gravity and coldneſs with which 
he aſked this queſtion, very much abaſh- 
ed me; but Lord Orville is the moſt deli- 
cate of men, and, preſently recollecting 
himſelf, he added, *I mean not to ſpea 
with inch de 7 any friend of your's, 
— far from it; any ſuch will always com- 
„mand my good wil hes: yet I own Iam 
- Wl rather diſappointed; and though 1 doubt 
not the juſtice of your reafon, to which I 
play fubmit, you muſt not W 5 
that, 


« Is it poſſible, Madam, you could ſup - 


1 
— —y—„F i. ooo 


— ot III 


— - 
2 pr np war — 2 
— 
— EE EE ELIEES 


7 * yo 
_ 


2 * — —— —— + — — 
— - 8 — —— — — 
5 — — — —_ 
— — — ns xs hats — — 
4 n 


— 


— — —ͤ— —— — — — — 
a — — - * — ——— — 


. EIS 


— 


— — = — — T 
> ̃— = 

* : ng ee 7 
* 


— — 
— 


+ 78 <6 


that, n upon the point of being ho- 
: noted: with your confidence, I ſh hould 
feel the greateſt regret at finding it with 
| drawn.” | ; 


Do you think, my dear Sir, 1 did not 
$ that moment, require all my tefolution 
o guard me from frankly telling him 


beck. is he wiſhed to hear? yet I rejoice 

| that 1 did not; for, added to the actul 
wrong If hould have done, Lotd Orville 
himſelf, when he had heard, wouid, | 

- "am fore, have blamed ine. Fortunately 
this thought occurred to me, and I faid 


our Lordſhip ſhall yourſelf be my jud- 


ge; the promiſe 1 made. though volunts- 
; ty, was raſh and inconſiderate; yet, hat 
it concerned myſelf, 1 would not have 


LY 


- ; heſitated in fulfilling it; but the gentle 
man whoſe affairs 1 1 hould be ps! 0 
5 telate — By 


30 N 


| beten me, ” wed "al 9 8 inter 
tupting you; yet allow me to allure you 
1 have not the flighte(t deſire to be 20 


quainted with his affairs, further than 


what belongs to the motives which indu- 


"mw you . morning He by 
7 0 
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ped; but there was no occaſion to ſay 


more. 


That, my Lord,” cried I, «I will tell 
you honeſtly. Mr, Macartucy had fome 
articular .buſineſs with me, — and I 
could not take the liberty to aſk him hi- 


ther.” 


And why not? — Mr 5. Beaumont, I 


Ee could not, ny Lord, think of in- 


truding upon Mrs. Beaumont's complai - 


ſance; and ſo, with the ſame haſty tolly 


1 promiſed your Lordſhip, I much more . 


„And did you?” JC 
No, my Lord,” ſaid I, colouring, 1 
returned before he came: 
Again, for ſome time, we were both 


raſhly promiſed to meet him.” 


ſilent; yet, unwilling to leave him to re- 
ſlectioas which could not but be to my 
diſadvantage, I ſummoned ſufficient cou- 


rage to ſay, There is no young creature, 
my Lord, whe ſo greatly wants, or ſo 


earneſtly wiſhes for, the advice and aſſiſt- 


ance of her friends; as I do; I am new.to 
the world, and unuſed to acting for my- 


elf, — my intentions are never wilfully 
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| hand) %thus to ſea my peace?” 


S yo <$Þ 


| Vlameable, yet I err perpetually! — 1 ha 
ve, hitherto, been bleſt with the moſt al. 
fectionate of friends, and, indeed, the 


ableſt of men, to guide and inſtruct me 


upon every occaſion z — but he is too di. 


ſtant, now, to be applied to at the mo- 
ment I want his aid; — and here, — there 


is not a human being whoſe counſel I can 


Would to Heaven,” cried he, with 2 
countenance from which all coldneſs and 


gravity were baniſhed, and ſucceeded by 
the mildeſt benevolence, that J were 
_ worthy, — and capable, — of ſupplying 


the place of ſuch a friend to Miſs Anville!* 
„Lou do me but too much honour, 


ſaid I; „yet I hope your Lordſhip's can. 
dour, — perhaps I ought to ſay indulgen- 
ce, — will make ſome allowance, on ac - 
count of my inexperience, for behaviour, 


ſo inconſiderate: — May I, my Lord, 


hope that you will?” 


„May JI, cried he, *hope that you 


Will pardon the ill - grace with which I ha- 


ve ſubmitted to my diſappointment? and 
that you will permit me,” (kifſing my 


c Our 


„ 8 
ee Our peace, my Lord, 1 Laid I, with 
revived ſpirits. 


«This, then,” aid be, again preſſing | 


it to his lips, *for our peace: and now, 
L are We not friends?” 


Juſt then, the door opened, and! had 


: only time to withdraw my hand, before 
2 the ladies came in to breakfaſt, 


I have been, all day, the happieſt of 
e beings! — to be thus reconciled to 
Lord Orville, and yet to adhere to my re- 


# ſolution, — what could I wiſh for more? 


— he, too, has been very chearful, and 
more attentive, more obliging to me than 
ever. Yet Heaven forbid I ſhould again 
be in a ſimilar ſituation, for I cannot ex- 


| preſs how much uneaſineſs I have ſuffered 


from the fear of incurring his ill opinion, 


But what will poor Mr. Macartney 
think of me? happy as I am, I much re- 
gret the neceſſity I have boom under of dis. 
appointing him. | 


Adieu, wy deareſt Si. 


m „ i 
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NN IA BAL IIA 
4 AETTER VI. 
Mr. Villars 10 Eveline. 
| Berry Hill, Sept, 25, 


Daa to the world, and equally i in- 


ſenſible to its pleaſures or its pains, I long 


ſince bid adieu to all joy, and defiance to 


all forrow, but what ſhould ſpring from 
my Evelina, — ſole ſource, to me, of all 
earthly felicity. How ſtrange, then, i; 
it, that the letter in which ſhe tells me ſhe 
is the happieſt of human beings, ſhould 
give me the moſt mortal inquietude! 
Alas, my child! — that innocence, the 
| firſt, deſt gift of Heaven, ſhould, of all 
others, be the blindeſt to its own danger, 
— the moſt expoſed to treachery, — and 
the leaſt able to defend itſelf, in a world 
where it is little known, leſs valned, ond 
perpetually deceived! _ 

Would to Heaven you were hes! - — 
then, by degrees, and with wer [ 
might enter upon a ſubject too delicate ſor 
5 diſtant ien, Yet is it too intereſ- 
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ing, and the ſituation too critical, to al- 
low of delay. — Oh my Evelina, your 
| ſituation is critical indeed! — your peace 
of mind is at ſtake, and every chance for 
your future happineſs may depend upon 
the conduct of the preſent moment. 


Hitherto I have forborne to ſpeak with 
you upon the moſt important of all con- 
| cerns, the ſtate of your heart: — alas, I. 
need no information! J have been ſilent, 
indeed, but I have not been blind. _ 


Long, and with the deepeſt regret, ha» 
ve | perceived the aſcendancy which Lord 
Orville has gained upon your mind, — 
You will ſtart at the mention of his na- 
me, — you will tremble every word you _ 
read; — I grieve to give pain to my gentle 
Evelina, but I dare not any longer ſpare 
Tour firſt meeting with Lord Orville 
vas deciſive, Lively, fearleſs, free from 
all other impreſſions, ſuch a man as you 
deſcribe him could not fail exciting your 
admiration; and the more dangerouſly, | 
becauſe he ſeemed as unconſcious of his 


power as you of your weakneſs; and the. 
refore you had no alarm, either from his 
vanity, or your own prudence, 
Young, animated, entirely off your 
guard, and thoughtleſs of conſequences, 
Imagination took the reins, and Keaſor, 
 ſlow-paced, though ſure-footed, wa 
- unequal to a race with ſo eccentric and 
flighty a companion. How rapid was 
then my Evelina's progreſs through thoſe 
regions of fancy and paſſion whither het 
new guide conducted her! — She fay 
Lord Orville at a ball, — and he was the 
moſt amiable of men! — She met him 


tue under heaven! 


„ $4 35 <6 


again at another, — and he 


had every vit 


I mean not to depreciate the merit of 


Lord Orville, who, one myſterious in- 
flance alone excepted, ſeems to have de 
ſerved the idea you forined of his chan 

cter; but it was not time, it was not the 

knowledge of his worth, obtained your 

regard; your new comrade had not p- 

tience to wait any trial; her glowing pen. 

_ ci], dipt in the vivid colours of her creat- 

ve ideas, painted to you, at the moment 

of Four firſt acquaintance, all the excel- 


— len- 


OE. 
lencies, all the good and rare quaſiti ities; 
which a great length of time, and intima · 
os could alone have really diſcovered. 


| You flattered yourſelf, that your parti- 
airy was the effect of eſteem, founded 
upon a 1 love of merit, and a prin- 
ciple of juſtice: and your heart, whick 
fell the ſacrifice of your error, was totally 
gone ere you ſuſpected it was in danger. 


A thouſand times have I been upon the 
point of ſhewing you the perils of your 
ſituation; but the ſame inexperience which 
| occalioned your miſtake, I hoped, de 
the aſſiſtance of time and abſence, woul 
effect a cure: I was, indeed, moſt unwil- 
ling to deſtroy your illuſion, while I da- 
red hope it might itſelf contribute to the 
reſtoration of your tranquillity; ſince 
your ignorance of the danger and force of 
your attachment, might poſſibly prevent 
that deſpondency with which young peo- 
ple, in ſimular circumſtances, are apt to 

perſuade themſelves that what is only dif- 
Feul, is abſolutely impoſſible, 11885 


But now, ſinee you have again met, and 
re become more intimate than ever, all 
W 8 „„ 


wy bope from ſilence and feoming ig 
rance is at an end, , g 


Could! flatter myſelf that Lord Orville 
_ would, indeed, be ſenſible of your worth, 
and act with a nobleneſs of mind which 
ſhould prove it congenial to his own, 
then would I leave my Evelina to the un- 
moleſted enjoyment of the — 
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Awake, then, my dear, my deluded 3 W. 
child, awake to the ſenſe of your danger, WF in 


and exert yourſelf to avoid the evils with ie 
which it threatens you, — evils which, to m 
a mind like yours, are moſt to be dreaded, to 

| ſecret repining, and concealed, yet con- ¶ do 
ſuming regret! Make a noble effort for tin 
the recovery of your peace, Which now, 1 Se 
with forrow I ſee it, depends wholly vo 
upon the preſence of Lord Orville. Thü fu! 


effort, may, indeed, be painful; but trui 


to my experience, when I aſſure you it i N ex 


A „ | 
Jou muff quit him! — his fight is bs Mae 


neful to your repoſe, his ſociety is death I be 
to your future tranquillity! Believe we, WM tis! 
my beloved child, my heart' aches for be 
our ſuffering, while it dictats its neces Ive 


ſity. 


— 1 8 
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q and ale regard of a man ſhe o 
greatly admires: but this is not an age in 
E which we may truſt to appearances, and 
imprudence is much ſooner regretted than 
© 1cpaired. Your health, you tell me, is 
much mended, — can you then conſent 
to leave Briſtol? — not abruptly, that 1. 
do not deſire, but in a few days from the 
time you receive this? I will write to Mrs, 
E Selwyn, and tell her how much I wiſh 
Y your return; and Mrs. Clinton can take 
: ſufficient care of you. 55 x 
| I have meditated upon every poſlible 
3 3 that might tend to your happi- 
nels, ere I fixed upon exacting from you 


K 


be moſt painful to you: — but can fa- 
I tisfy myſelf in none. This will at leaſt 
be ſafe, and as to ſucceſs, — we muſt lea- 
ve it to time, 


I am very glad to hear of Mt. Macarte 
E ney's welfare. 

Adieu, my deareſt child; Heaven 1 
ſerve and Rrengthen you? pen 
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Ia compliance which I am convinced will 


ſeeing the racers. But he cou 


pointed, than that of Lord Merton to me 
in tho preſence of Lady Louiſa. But 
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„ VE. -: 
Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. © 


Clifton, Sept, 28, 


S. moſt ſweetly, have two days 
more paſſed ſince I wrote; but I hae 
been too much engaged to be exact in my 
journal. nn... ij vn 
Io -: day has been leſs tranquil. It va 
_ deſtined for the deciſion of the important i 
bet, and has been productive of general 
_ confuſion throughout the houſe, It wa 
ſettled that the race ſhould be run at fin 
 _ ofclack in the afternoon. Lord Merton 
| breakfaſted here and ſtayed till noon, He 
wanted to engage the Ladies to bet on hi 


fede, in the true ſpirit of gaming, without 
iT only pte 
vail on Lady Louiſa, as Mrs. Selwyn fail 
ſhe never laid a wager againſt her owt 
wiſhes, and Mrs. Beaumont would not 1 
ke fides, As for me, I was not applied to 
It is impoſſible for negligence to be mor 


> 8& * 
But, juſt before dinner, I happened to 
be alone in the drawing-room, when his 
E Lordſhip ſuddenly returned, and coming 
in with his uſual familiarity , he was be- 
ginning, © You ſee, Lady Louiſa, —” but 
| lopping ſhort, (Pray where's every bo- 
VVV 
« Indeed I don't know, my Lord.“ 

He then ſhut the door, and, with a great 
alteration in his face and manner, 5 4 5 
ced eagerly towards me, and ſaid, Ho,] 
5 glad Lam, my ſweet girl, to meet you, 
Lat laſt, alone! By my ſoul, I began to 
think there was a plot againſt me, for I've 
never been able to have you a minute to | 


* N 
4 
. 
3 
» 


| 


dt“ And, very freely, he ſeized my 
; I was ſo much ſurprized at this addreſs, 


after having been ſo long totally neglected, 
chat I could make no other anſwer than 
ſtaring at him with unfeigned aftoniſh- 
A ö 
«Why now,” continued he, „if you 
was not the cruelleſt little angel in the 
world, you would have helped me to ſo- 


1 me expedient: for you ſee how I am wat- 


ched here; Lady Louiſt's eyes arè neter 


* 90 * 
off me. She gives me a charming fore. 
taſte of the pleaſures of a wife! however 
a it won't laſt long.“. 
Diſguſted to the greateſt degree, I 
tempted to draw away my hand, but I be. 
lieve I ſhould not have ſucceeded, if Mrs, 
Beaumont had not made her appearance. 
He turned from me with the greateſt aſſu- 
rance, and faid, How are you, Ma'am ?— 
| how is Lady Louiſa? —you ſee I can't li 
ve a moment out of the houſe.” “ 


Could you, my deareſt Sir, have belie 
'vedit poſſible for ſuch eflrontery to be i 


man? _ 
Before 8 came Mr. Coverley, an 
before five o'clock, Mr. Lovel and ſowe 
other company. The place marked out 
for the 1ace, was a gravel-walk in Mrs, 
Beaumont's garden, and the length of the 
ground twenty yards. When we were 
| ſummoned to the courſe, the two poor old 
| women made their appearance, Though 
they ſeemed very healthy for their time 
of life, they yet looked ſo weak, ſo infirm, 
10 feeble, that I could feel no ſenſation 


but that of Pity at che ſi ight, However 
| this 
to 
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| this was not the general ſenſe of the com. 
| pany, for they no ſooner came forward, 
than they were greeted with a laugh from 
every beholder, Lord Orville excepted, 
E who looked very grave during the whole 
E tranſaction. Doubtleſs he muſt be great- 
ly diſcontented at the diſſipated conduct 
and extravagance of a man with whom 
he is, ſoon, to be ſo nearly connected, - 
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For ſome time, the ſcene was truly ri- 
diculous; the agitation of the parties con- 

| cerged, and the bets that were laid upon 
the old women, were abſurd beyond mea; 

| ſure. F ho are you for? and whoſe ſide are 
you of was echoed from mouth to mouth 
by the whole company, Lord Merton 
and Mr. Coverley were both ſo exceflive- 
ly fy an noiſy, that I ſoon found they 
had been too free in drinking to their ſuc- | 
ceſs, They handed, with loud ſhouts, 
the old women to the race-ground, and 
encouraged them, by liberal promiſes, t6 
„ EE 9 


When the ſignal yas given for them to 
ſet off, the poor creatures, feeble and 
rightened, ran againſt each other, and 


* Bw EY 4 8. — 
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neither of thein able to ſupport the ſhock 
they both fell on the ground. 
Lord Merton and Mr. Coverley flew 
to their aſſiſtance. Seats were brought for 
them, and they each drank a glaſs of wine, 
They complained of being-much bruiſed; 
for, heavy and helpleſs, they had not been 
able to fave themſelves, but fell with their 
whole weight upon the gravel. However, 
as they ſeemed equal ſufferers, both par- | 
ties were to eager to have the affair de- 
ferred, 
Again, 1 they ſet off and bob 
bled along, nearly even with each other, 
for ſome time, yet frequently, and to the 
inexpreſſible diverſion of the company, 
they ſtumbled aud tottered; and the con- 
luſed ha looing of « Now Coverley!" 
ce Now Merton. fo rang from ſide to {ide 
during the whole affair. | 

Not long after, a foot of one of the 
2 poor women ſlipt, and, with great force, 
ſhe came again to the ground, Involum 
tarily, I ſprung forward to aſſiſt her, but 
Lord Merton, to whom ſhe did not be 
long, topped me, calling out No fol 
11 
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| Mr. Coverley then, repeating the fame 


words, went himſelf to help her, and in- 


ſiſted that the other ſhould ſtop. A deba- 


te enſued; but the poor creature was too 


much hurt to move, and declared her ut- 


ter inability to make another attempt, Mr. 


Coverley was quite brutal; he ſwore at 


ber with unmanly rage, and ſeemed ſcar- 


ce able to refrain even from ſtriking her. 
lord Merton then, in great rapture, ſaid 
it was a hollow thing; but Mr, Coverley 
contended that the fall was accidental, and 
time ſhould be allowed for the woman to 
recover. However, all the company being 
againſt him, he was pronounced the loſer. 


We then went to the drawing - room, 


to tea. After which, tlie evening being re- 
markably warm, we all walked in the 
garden, Lord Merton was quite riotous, 
and Lady Louiſa in high ſpirits: but Mr. 
Coverley endeavoured in vain to conceal 


his chagrin. 


As Lord Orville was thoughtful, and 
walked by-himſelf, I expected that, as 

uſual, I ſhould paſs unnoticed, and be 
leſt to my own meditations; but this w 


- — — — _ 
r 
» — —— 


3 —— 
— ——— 


. 


3 — Hr — * — 


1 DDE — 
= — Ss. - 


— — 
— 2 — 


ä — — — 
— 8 
— — be 


—— 


2 — 2” — 
2 — — 
— * ——— —— . — —— xs p_ 
= : © op". — IR 
= pr 7 - - PI, 2 . 


— 4 


2 — 
— — . — 


"IS, « 
— 


— 


TEINS ew. 
pag P32 
— 5 


1 ſaw, watched us with earneſtneſs, and 


„„ 
not the caſe, for Lord Merton, entirely 
off his guard, giddy equally from wine 
and ſucceſs, was very troubleſome to me; 
and, regardleſs of the preſence of Lady 
Louiſa, which hitherto has reſtrained him 
even from common civility, he attached 
Himſelf to me, during the walk, with a 
freedom of gallantry that put me extreme. 
ly out of countenance. He paid me the 
moſt high-flown compliments; and fre- 
quently and forcibly ſeized my hand, 
| thovgh I repeatedly, and with undifſem:- 
| Hed anger, drew it back. Lord Orville, 


Lady I. ouiſa's ſmiles were converted into 
lhok of ,, 
I could not bear to be thus ſituated, and 
complaining I was tired, I quickened my 
pace; with intention to return to the hou- 
* but Lord Merton, haſtily following, 
caught my hand, and ſaying the day was 
| his own, vowed he would not let me go. 
Lou muſt, my Lord,” cried I, extre- 
mely flurried. ate oat Lo R 
_--* You are the moſt charming gitl in the 
World,“ ſaid he, and never looked bet? 
ter than at this moment,” My 


EY of . 
«My Lord,” erlel Mr. Selwyn, ad · 


vancing to us, „you don't conſider, that 
the better Miſs Anville looks, the more 
ſtriking is the contraſt with your Lordſhip 
© therefore, for your own ſake, I would a4. 
viſe you not to hold her,” 


Egad, my Lord,” cried Mr. Coverley, 
e don't fee what right you have to the 
| beſt od, and the beſt young woman too, i in 
the fe days? 
«Beſt young woman 1” pal Mr. 

[Lovel; pon honour, Jack, you have 

made a molt unfortunate ſpeech; bowe · 

ver, if Lady Louiſa can pardon you, — 
and her Ladyſhip is all goodneſs, — I am 
jure nobody elle can, for you have com- 


nitted an gs lolecifm in good 
manners.” 


And pray, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Selwyn, a 
under What denomination may your own. 
beech paſs? | 

Mr. Lovel, turning FF I way, affect · 
J not to hear her: and Mr. Coverley,' 
bing to Lady Louiſa, ſaid, Her La - 
yſhip is well acquainted with my devo- 
5 — Lo egad, | don't know how it 


„ 
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6 —_ I had always an onlucky turn at an 
epignm, and never could reſiſt a ſinart 
play upon words in my life.“ 


Pray, my Lord,” cried I, *let g0 my 
hand! pray, Mrs, Selwyn, ſpeak for me. n 


«My Lord,” ſaid Mrs. Selwyn, Lin 
detaining Mis Anville any longer, you 
only loſe time, for we are already as well 
convinced of your valour and your ſtren 8e 
as if you were to hold her an age.“ 


- My Lord,“ ſaid Mrs. Beaumont, «ſ 
mult beg leave to interfere; I know not 
i Lady Louiſa can pardon you; but, as 
this young Lady is at my houſe, I do not 
chuſe to have her made uneaſy.” 


4] pardon him!” cried Lads Louie 
e declare I am monſtrous glad to gedrid 
of him?” -- -- 
Egad, my Lord, « 1100 Mr. Corerter 
«while you are oraſping at a ſhadow, 
you'll loſe a ſubſtance; you'd beſt inake 
your peace while you can.” 


Fray, Mr. Coverley, be quiet, ” » ſaid 
Lady Louiſa, peeviſhly, for I declarel 


_ won't * to him. Brother, ” (taking 
MD | hol 


„ „ * 


hold of Lord Orville's arm) «will you 


N walk in with me?” 


« Would to Heaven,” kk 1, fright- 


ened to ſee how much Lord Mertoii was 
in liquor, “that I, too, had a brother! — 
and then I. hould not be expoſed to fuch 
treatment!” 

Lord Orville, inſtantly quitting Lady 
E Louifa, ſaid, © Will Miſs Anville allow me 


the honour of taking that title?” and then, 
without waiting for any anſwer, he Mee 
caged me from Lord Merton, and han- 
ding me to Lady Louiſa, Let me,” added 


be, *take equal care of both my ſiſters;“ 
and then, defiring her to take hold of one 
arm, "od begging me to make uſe of the 
other, we reached the houſe ina moment. 
Lord Merton, diſordered as he Was, at- 
tempted not to ſtop us, : 


As ſoon as we entered the bools Th with- 


drew my arm, and courtſied my thanks, 
for my heart was too full for ſpeech. La- 
dy Louiſa, evidently hurt at her brother's 


condeſcenſion, and piqued extremely by 


Lord Merton's behaviour, ſilently drew 


away her's, and biting her lips, with a 
Vol. III. . 
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Y look of infinite vexation, walked Cullenly 
e. ES 


not go into the parlour? | 


leave you and your new ſiſter together: 
8 and then ſhe walked up ſtairs. 


and rudeneſs of this ſpeech. Lord Orville 
himſelf ſeemed ee J turned 


| followed me, ſaying, « Muſt I, now, ap0- 
logiſe to Miſs Anville for the liberty of 


my interference? — or ought I. to apolo- 


ſooner?” 


alone I meet with any reſpect, - — al 
others treat me with . or con- 
ues”: 


bim. 


* 98 * 


Lord Orville aſked ber if ſ he Would 


No,“ anſwered ſhe, haughtily; & 


= — „ -_ _ 2 


1 was quite confounded at the pride 


from him, and went into the parlour; he 


giſe that I did not, as 1 vil hed, interfere 


«0 my Lord,” 600 I, with; an emo. 
tion I could not repreſs, *it is from you 


L am ſorry 1 had not more al 
of myſelf, as he had reaſon, juſt then, to 
ſuppoſe I particularly meant his ſiſter 
which, I am lure, muſt very much hun 


8 00 Gool 


— — — 
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much ſweetneſs and merit can fail to ex- 
cite the love and admiration ſo juſtly their 
due! I cannot, — I dare not expreſs to 


ment! 


a ſituation that calls for protection. to meet 


but ill formed to bear them!“ 


ly, allow me to be your friend; think 


can be ſo happy as to ſhew my regard, — 
my reſpect for you!” 


| the party entered the parlour, and, as I 


I determined to leave it. Lord Orville 


Lord?” ſaid I, „I am, afraid, ” faid he, 


«Good Heaven,” cried he, «that 10 


you half the indignation I feel at this mo- 


Alam ſorry, my ford „ ſaid E «more 
calmly, to have raiſed it; but yet, — in 


only with mortifications, — indeed, I am 


My dear Miſs Anville,” cried key warm-. 
I of me as if I were indeed your brother, 


| and Jet me entreat you to accept my beſt. 
ſervices, if there is any thing in which * 


Before J had time to ſpeak, the reſt; af 


did not wiſh to ſee any thing more of 
Lord Merton, at leaſt before he had ſ lept, 


ſeeing my deſign, faid, as I paſſed him, 
Will you go?“ « Had not I beft, my 


Gz e — 


- — * 
— — ä — 


" * 
* . . — - 71 — 4 
—— — EE ee en —— —y— — — 
= Lol —3 — — — 1 — —— 2 2 Do SD r 5 
n gate: IEEE. - a Ie ” — — 
— = — 


— 


— — 
— —— 
— 


7 2 ; — 


. — 
— — 
— — 
— — — . —— 
e 2 . . 


= — „ 
— — 3 —ů*——ßðv—i— 
— _ — > — 
* * 


| 
| 
| 


—— Hs ne 3 -& 


| ſmiling, «ſince I muſt 1 now ſpank as Your 


my own intereſt.“ 


never lament the rudeneſs of Lord Merton 
as it has more than ever confirmed to me 
the eſteem of Lord Orville. 


0 0 sir, What a fins 15 08 have! 


to recite! What a field of e to 
open! „ | 


to the whole family, and did me the ho 
nour, to the no ſmall ſurpriſe of all hers 
I believe, to dance with me. But even 


nend polirenals,- and he now tale 
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brother, I am afraid you had; — you ſee 
you may truſt me, ſince I cau adviſe 2821 


1 chen left the room, and have been 
writing ever ſince. And methinks 1 ca 


LETTER yu. 
Evelina in continuation. 


Sept, 30, 


Yeſterday evening, we all went to a 
aſſembly, Lord Orville preſented ticket 


day abounds in freſh inſtances of his con 


_ ever; J 


10 Gs 
e very opportunity of me his friend, 
Vaud his „ter. 
lord Merton offered a ticket to Lady 
EB) ouiſa; but ſhe was ſo much incenſed 
Lad him, that ſhe refuſed it with the 
t jutmoſt diſdain; neither could he prevail 
f qupon her to dance with him; ſhe fat ill 
the whole evening, and deigned not to 
| Wok at, or ſpeak to him. To me, her be- 
N our is almoſt the ſame, ſor ſ he is cold, 
diſtant, and haughty, and her eyes expreſs _ 
A he greateſt contempt, But for Lord Or- 
Pille, how miſerable would wy reſidence 
. ere make me! 


We were Joined, in the ball- -room, by 
W Coverley, Mr. Lovel, and Lord Mer- 

Won, who looked as if he was doing pe- 

| Þance, and fat all the evening next to La- 

3 Louiſa, vainly e to appes· 
Je her anger. 


Lord Orville began che minuets; he 
Panced with a young Lady who ſeemed 
engage the general attention, as ſhe had 
Wot been ſeen here before. She is pretty, 


nd looks mild and good. humored. 
6 15 5 ry 
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ray, Mr. Lovel, x aid Lady Louiſa 


| „ho is that?“ 
1 WeMiſs Belmont,” aer he. «the 


|| young heireſs; ſhe came to the Wells yes. 
| terday,? = 

ll. Struck with the name, I jovi 
= 2 it, but nobody heard me. 


=— > What is her Kaufe faid Mrs, Beau. 
1 How you not heard of has, My am?” 
ll cried he, *ſhe is only e and hei 


! 

5 reſs of Sir John Belmont.“ 

ll Good Heaven, how did I fart! ts na. 
mae ſtruck my ear like a thunder-bolt. Mrs, 
| | Selwyn, who immediately looked at me, 
1 ſaid, Be calm, my dear, and we will lear 


1 the truth of all this.“ 
Till then, I had never imagined her to 
1 be acquainted with my ſtory; but ſhe has 


9 ſince told me, that ſhe knew my unhappy 
= mother, and was well informed of the 
= whole eflnir,” 

1 S be alked Mr. Lovel a Abende of 


I queſtions, andI gathered from his anſwers 
that this young Lady was juſt come from 

abroad, with Sir John Belmont, who Was 
nov 
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now in London; that f he was under the 


I ſhe would inherit a conſiderable eſtate. 


K 1 cannot expreſs the ſtrange feelings 
vith which I was agitated during this re- 


bly mean? Did you ever hear of any after- 


am bewildered with; a contrariety of ideas! 


* 
% 
2 


paſſed more than an hour in my room, 
Wconverſing upon this ſubject. She ſays 


* 
8 2 
8 
5, 


mother, to allow of the leaſt heſitation in 


Ney your direction. 80 


Wthis ſubject, that I can think of no other. 


. are of his ſiſter, Mrs. Paterſon; and that 


Wcital What, my deareſt Sir, can it poſſi- 


Wmarriage? — or mult I ſuppoſe, that, hi- 
le the lawful child is rejected, another is 
1 1 know not what to think! 1 


When we came home, Mrs. Selwyn 


that I ought inſtantly to go to town, find 
b out it my father, and have the affair cleared 
up. She aſſures me L have too ſtrong a 
andlanes to my dear, though unknown 


my being owned, when once I am ſeen. 
Tor my part, I have no wil h but to act 


I cannot give any account af the even- 
ling; ſo diſturbed, fo occupied am I by 


[ have entreated Mrs. Selwyn to obſerve 
N V4 „ 


„ 104 * 


the gricteſt ſecrecy, and ſhe has promiſe 
that ſhe will. Indeed, ſhe has too much 
ſenſe to be idly communicative. 


| | Lord Orville took notice of my being 
| abſent and ſilent, but I ventured not tg 
| eentruſt him with the cauſe, Fortunately, 
fl he was not of the party at the time A 
| | Lovel inade the diſcovery. 


= VMlIrs. Selwyn ſays, that if you | appron 
1 my going to town, ſhe will herlelf ac 
; compauy me. I had a thouſand times n: 
ſ ther aſk the protection of Mrs. Mirvan; 
i baut, after this offer, that will not be Por 
ſible. 5 
| 1 Adieu, my deareſt Sir, „ 4 you 
_ will write immediately, and I ſhall be al 
impatience till your letter arrives. 
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LETTER 1X. 


E ve li na i 1 CO ntin uation, 


08, Iſt 


| Eu God, my dons Tie what a wor 
7 derful tale have 1 L again to relate! even 
Veh 
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N me ſurpriſe. 


It conſiſted only of Mrs. Selwyn and Lord 
E Orville. The latter walked by my ſids 


my ſerenity. 
© At the pump-room, 1 ſaw Mr. Macart- 


@ apologiſe for having diſappointed him; 


turned from him to me, and me to him, 


even prateful. 
= Wt requeſted me to ſee him to · mor 
row: but I had not the folly to be again 

- guilty of an. indiſcretion which had, al- 
el ready, cauſed me lo much rang ; and 


N Joer. 1 am not recovered kc om my extres | 


E Yeſterday morning, as ſoon as 1 had 
ſiniſhed my haſty letter, I was ſummoned _ 
I to attend a walking party to the Hotwells: 


all the way; and his converſation diſſipa- 
: ted my uneaſineſs, and inſenſibly reſtored 


ney; Icourtſted to him twice ere he would 
© ſpeak to me. When he did, I began to. 


@ but 1 did not find it very eaſy to eus 
E myſelf, as Lord Orville's eyes, with an 
a er e of anxiety that diſtreſſed me, 
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every word I ſpoke. Convinced, howes | 
ver, that I had really trifled with Mr. Ma- 
cattney, I ſcrupled not to beg his pardon. 
He was then not e 3 but 
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5 therefore 1 told him, frankly, chat it was 


| offended, I hinted to him the reaſon ! 
could not receive him as I wiſhed to do. 


ſelf upon this ſubject, I turned to Lord I 


vity of his countenance; I would hare 
ſpoken to him, but knew not how: I be. 


for, in a little time, with a fort of ſeriow 
ſimile, he faid, Does not Mr. Macartney 


I not your brother,” continued he, and 
mult J not enquire into your offuire? 29 


ing, J only wiſh it were better wort 
your Lordſhip's while.” 


my privilege. When 1 ball you ſee Mr, 
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not in my power, at preſent, to ſee him, 
but by accident; and, to prevent his being 


When I had ſatisfied both him and my. 


Orville, and ſaw, with concern, the gra 


lieve, however, he read my thoughts; 


complain of his diſappointment?” 

<Not much, my Lord.“. 
„And how have you appeaſed him?" 
F inding | heſitated what to anſwer, © \m 


FL « Certainly, my Lord,” faid I, laugh 


Jet me, then, make immediate ale of 


Macartney again?” 
44 #lndeed, wy Lord, Ic can 't tell.” » 
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3 ſuſſer my 12 ef to make a PO appoint- 
Wnent?” 


ſe that word no more! Indeed you 
hock me extremely.“ 


jed he; „yet you know not how warm- 


ations.” 


— — — * 


eratification of returning the money. 


his voice faltered, and he 


0 Bat, - — 05 you knew that l ſhall not 
G pray, my Lord, 5 4 IL earneſtly, ; : 


Xo hat would I not? FR for the world,” 


. , 1 how deeply I am intereſted, not only 
| all your concerns, but in all your 


This ſpeech, — the al r one 
Lord Orville had ever made to me, ended 
our converſation at that time; for I was 
too much ſtruck by it to make anyanſwer. 1 88 
|. Soon after, Mr. Macartney, in a low 
. ice, entreated me not to deny him the 


1 Vhile he was ſpeaking, the young Lady 
W law yeſterday at the aſſembly, with the 
Warge party, entered the pump - room. 
Par. Macartney turned as pale as death, 
ner not to 
know what he ſaid. I was myſelf almoſt 
K:ually diſturbed, by the crowd of confu- 
Wed ideas that o:cuered to me. Good Hea- 


en, —— I, why ſhould he be thus 
3 
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room, and though I twice wiſhed Mi. 
Macartney good morning, he was ſo ab 
ſent he did not hear me. 


— ——————————————————————_—— Lf i, PR. 
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pamphlet- hop. While ſhe was looking 
at ſome new poems, Lord Orville again 


aſked me when [ ſ hould ſee Mr. Ma 
cartney? _ | 


tw moments converſation with him! 
1 ſpoke this with a ſim = ſincerity, aud 


words. 


God, Miſs Anville, do you iy this to 
me?” 


body, my Lord,” 


voice that ſ hewed him ill pleaſed; by am 
be aaſwered." . 
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agitated? ? — is it poſſible this can be the 
ES Lady he loved? — 


In a few minutes, we quitted the pumy 


We did not immediately return to Clif 
ton, as Mrs. Selwyn had buſineſs at | 


ee Indeed, my Lord, * ied «] knoy 
not, but [ would give the univerſe for 


. 
- "x 


was not aware of the orce of my own 


«The univerſe!” at he, & God 


% would fay it,” returned I, «to auy 


beg your poedob „ ſaid he, i in 4 


1 
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«My Laid: ” "cried I. «you muſt not 
| Hodge hardly of me. I ſpoke inadvertent - 
1 but if you knew the painful ſuſpenſe 
h ſuffer at this moment, you would not 
be ſur priſed at what I have faid.” 


| «And would a meeting with Mr. Ma- 
25 
bo 


rartney relieve you from that ſuſpenſe * 


es, my Lord, two words might be 
3 5 = 
«Would to Hawn? cited he, after a 
N bort pauſe, (that I were worthy: to know 
3 heir import!“ 5 = 
} « Worthy, my Lord! — 0. if that were. 
all, your Lordſhip could aſk nothing I 
Chould not be ready to anſwer! If I were 
but at liberty to ſpeak, I ſhould be proud 
. pot your Lordſhip's enquiries; but indeed 
W am not, 1 have not any right to commur . 
5 icate the affairs of Mr. Macartney, — 
© our Lordſhip cannot ſuppoſe I have.? 


< will own to you.” anſwered he, I 
Know not what to ſuppoſe; yet there 
ſeems a frankneſs even in your myſtery, — 
| CE. ſuch an air of openneſs in your coun- 
Wenance, that I am willing to hope — 
He * a moment, and then ied. 
"== This | 
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This meeting, vou b. is eflential to 


your repoſe 7 Ta 
I did not ſay at, my Lord; but yet 


I have the moſt important reaſons tor 


wiſhing to ſpeak to him,” 
He pauſed a few minutes, and than ſaid, 
with warmth, „Tes, you ſhall ſpeak to 
him! — I will myſelf aſſiſt you! — Miſs 
Anville, I am ſure, cannot form a wiſh 
_ againſt propriety ; I will afk no queſtions, 
I will rely upon her own purity, and un- 
informed, blindfold as I am, I will ferve 
her with all my power!“ And then he 
went into the ſ hop, leaving me fo ſtran- 
gely affected by his generous behaviour, 
that I almoſt wiſ hed! to follow him with 
my thanks. 
When Mrs. Selwyn | had rranfacted ber 
affairs, we returned home. 
The moment dinner was over, Lord 
. Orville went out, and did not come back 
till juſt as we were ſummoned to ſupper. 
This is the longeſt time he has ſpent from 
the houſe ſince I have been at Clifton, and 
you cannot imagine, my dear Sir, how 
much E miſſed him. I ſcarce knew before 
: how infinitely l am indebted to him alone 


for 


for the 1 I 120 05700 ſince 9 
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have been at Mrs. Beaumont's. 
As I generally go down ſtairs laſt, he 


came to me the moment the ladies had 


_ paſſed by, and ſaid, Shall you be at ho- 


me to- morrow morning? 9 


I believe ſo, my Lordꝰ 
„And will you, then, receive a a viſitor 


for me? | , 
For you, my Lord!” Ce ag 


«Yes; — I have made acquaintance 
with Mr. Macartney, and he has promi- 


fed to call upon me to - Morrow about 


three o'clock.” ? _ 
And then, taking 12 hand, he led me 


down ſtairs. 


O Sir! — was * ever ſoch 1 


man as Lord Orville? — Yes, one other : 
no reſides at Berry Hill! 


This morning there has been a great 


deal of company here, but at the time ap- 
pointed by Lord Orville, doubtleſs with 


that conſideration, the parlour is almoſt 


always empty, as every body is dreſſing. 


Mrs. Beaumont, however, was not go- 


ne up ſtairs, x hen Mr. Macartaey lent i in 
his name. e 


Lord 


o+ m << 

Lord Orville unmediately faid, « «Reg 
the favour of him to walk in. You ſee, 
Madam, that I conſider myſelf as at 


home.“ 
«[ hope ſo? fd Mrs. Beaumont, 


«or I ſhould be very uneaſy.” _ So 
Mr. Macartney then entered. L believe 
We both felt very conſcious to whom the 
viſit was paid: but Lord Orville received A 
him as his own gueſt, and not merely en- 7 


tertained him as ſuch while Mrs. Beaumont 
remained in the room, but for ſome time 
aſter ſhe had left it: a delicacy that ſaved 
me from the embarraſſment I ſhould have 
ſelt, had he immediately quitted "RES 
In a few minutes, however, he gave 
Mr. Macartney a book, — for I, by way 
of pretence for continuing in the room, 
| pretended to be reading, — and begged 
he would be ſo good as to look it over, 
while he anſwered a note, which he 
would diſpatch in a few minutes, and re- 
turn to him. 

When he was gone, we both EDT 
with our books, and Mr. Macartney, 
again producing the paper with the mo- 
a ney, beſought me to nevept „ 
7 8 8 C0 Pray” 
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« Pray,” faid I, ſtill declining it, id 
you know the young lady who came into 
the pump-room yeſterday morning?” 
| Know her!” repeated he, gs an. 5 
colour, „Oh, but too well!“ : 

« Indeed!” 
« Why, Madam, do you aſk?” 
II muſt beſeech you to ſatisfy me fut - 

| ther upon this ery bey tell me who 


| ſhe is.“. 


1 * Inviolably as I meant to keep my ſe- | 

| cret, I can refuſe you, Madam, nothing; 

| — that lady — is the daughter of Sir John 5 
| Belmont! — of my father? - 
| «Gracious Heaven!” cried I, involun · 
tarily laying my hand on his arm, vou 
| are then —” my brother, 1 would have 
| faid, but my voice failed me, and1 burſt | 


into tears. 


„Oh, Madam, * ied he: «what does 
this mean ?— What can thus diſtreſsyou ?” 

I could not anſwer, but held out my 
hand to him. He ſeemed greatly ſurpri- 
ſed, and talked in high terms of my con- 
deſcenſion.” N 
« Spare yourſelf,” cried l. wiping my 
eyes, * ſpare * this a — you | 
. ot. 111. ö 
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have a right to all I can do for you; ts 
limilari ity of your circumſtances “ 


We were then interrupted by the en- 


trance of Mrs, Selwyn; and Mr. Macart. 
ney, finding no probability of our being 

left alone, was obliged to take leave, 
though, ] believe, very wee mee while 

in ſuch ſuſpence. 
MXs. Selwyn then, by diat of i interro- 
gatories, drew from me the ſlate of thi 
affair. She is ſo penetrating, that there 
is no poſſibility of evading to give her ls 
tisfaction. 

Is not this a ſtrange mats Good He 
: ven, how little did I think that the viſits 
fo unwillingly paid at Mr. Branghton's, 
would have introduced me to ſo near a re- 
lation! I will never again regret the time 
I ſpent in town this ſummer: a circum: 
| Nance ſo fortunate will pode make 1 me 
think of it with een 


| ". 55 ; . | * 0 


I have juſt received your letter, — and 

it has almoſt broken my heart! — Oh, Sir! 
5 the illuſion is over r indeed! - — How yait- 
Boo ach h 
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| ly have I flattered, how miſerably Jereir⸗ 
ed myſelf! Long ſince, doubtful of tlie 
ſituation of my heart, I dreaded a ſeruti- 
ny, — but now, now that I have ſo long | 
eſcaped, began, indeed, to think my ſa- 
ſety inſured, to hope that my fears were 
cauſeleſs, aud to believe that my good 
opinion and eſteem of Lord Orville miglit 
be owned without ſuſpicion, and felt 
without danger: — miſerably deceived, - 
indeed! 
His ſight i is baneful fo my repoſe, — his 
ſociety is death to my future tranquillity! 
— Oh, Lord Orville! could I have be- 
lieved that a friendſ hip ſo grateful to my 
heart, ſo ſoothing to my diſtreſſes, — a 
friendſhip which, in every reſpect, did 
me ſo much honour, would ouly ſerve | 
to embitter all my future moments! — 
What a ſtrange, what an unhappy c cir- 
cuſlance, that my gratitude, though ſo 
juſtly excited, Thould be lo fatal to my 
peace? 
Yes, Sir, I will quit him; = — would 
to Heeven I could at this moinent! with- 
out ſeeing him again, — without truſting. 
to my now conſcious emotion! - — Oh. 
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Lord Orville, how little do you know the 
evils I owe to you!. how little ſuppoſe 
that, when moſt dignified by your at- 
tention, I was moſt to be pitied, — and 
when moſt exalted by your notice, you 
were moſt my enemy! _ ne 
You, Sir, relied upon my ignorance; — 
I, alas, upon your experience; and, when- 
ever I doubted the weakneſs of my heart, 
the idea that you did not ſuſpect it, re- 
| aſſured me, — reſtored my courage, and 
confirmed my error! — Yet am I mol! 


5 ſenſible of the kindneſs of your ſilence. 


Oh, Sir! why have I ever quitted you? 
why been expoſed to dangers to which! 
am ſo unequal? 1 1 
But I will leave this place, — leave 


Lord Orville, — leave him, perhaps, for 


ever! — no matter; your counſel, your 
goodneſs, may teach me how to recover 
the peace and the ſerenity of which my 
_ unguarded folly has beguiled me, To 


you alone do I tr uſt.— in you alone con- 


fide for every future hope I may form. 
The more I conſider of parting with 
Lord Orville, the leſs fortitude do I feel 


to 
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to bear the ſeparation the friendſ hip 
he has ſhewn me, — his politeneſs, — 
his {weetneſs of manners, — his concern 
in my affairs, — his ſolicitude to oblige 


me, — all, all to be given up! — 


No, I cannot tell him I am going, — 
dare not truſt myſelf to take leave of 
him, — I will run away without ſeeing 
him: — implicitly will I follow your ad- 
vice, avoid his ſight, and ſhun his ſociety! 


To morrow morning I will ſet off for 


Berry Hill, Mrs. Selwyn and Mrs. Beau - 


mont ſhall alone know my intention. 


And to-day, — I will ſpent in my own 
room. The readineſs of my obedience 
is the only atonement I can offer, for the 
weakneſs which calls for its exertion. 
Can you, will you, moſt honoured, 
moſt dear Sir! ſole piop by which the 
poor Evelina is ſupported, — can you, 


I vithout reproach, without diſpleaſure, 


receive the child you have ſo carefully 
reared, — from whoſe education better 
fruit might have been expected, and who, 
buſhing for her unworthineſs, fears to 
meet the eye by which {he has been che- 


ng MY 


riſ hed? — 5 yes, I am hee, you will! 
Jour Evelina's errors are thoſe of the judg- 
ment, — and you, I well know, Pare 


don all but thoſe of the heart! 


LETTER X. 


E velina in continuation, 


| Cliſon, Oftober in. 


| . have only time, my deareſt Sir, ſor 
three words, to overtake my laſt letter, 
and prevent your expecting me immedia- 
tely; for, when I communicated my in- 
tention to Mrs. Selwyn, ſhe would not 
| hear of it, and declared it would be highly 
ridiculous for me to go before I received 
an anſwer to my intelligence concerning 


the journey from Paris. She has, there: 


fore, inſiſted upon my waiting till your 
next letter arrives. I hope you will not 


be diſpleaſed at my compliance, though 
it is rather againſt my own judgment; but 


Mrs. Selwyn quite overpowered me with 


the e force of her arguments. Iwill, how. 
erer 


See Or See 
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ever, ſee very little of Lord Orville; I 
will never come down ſtairs before break- 
faſt; give up all my walks in the gar- 
den, — ſeat myſelf next to Mrs. Selwyn, 
and not merely avoid his converſation, 
but ſhun his preſence. I wil! exert all 
the prudence and all the reſolution in my 
power, to prevent this ſhort delay from 
giving you any further uneaſineſs. 
Adieu, my deareſt Sir. I ſhall not 


now leave Clifton till I have your dire - 
ckions. | | 
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| Evelina in continuation. 5 


| Oktober TY 


Na from dis time I received 
your kind, though heart - piercing letter, 
I kept my room, — for I was equally 
unable and unwilling to ſee Lord Orville: 
but this morning, finding I ſeemed de- 

lined to paſs a few days longer here, I 
endeavoured to calm my ſpirits, and to 
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appear as uſual; though 1 determined to 
avoid him to the utmoſt of my power, 


Indeed, as I entered the parlour, when 


called to breakfaſt, my thoughts were ſo 


much occupied with your letter, that! 
felt as much confuſion at his ſight, as if 
he had himſelf been informed of its con- 
tents; -..* , TIO NO 
Mrs. Beaumont made me a ſlight com- 
pliment upon my recovery, . 


pleaded illneſs to excuſe keeping my 
room: Lady Louiſa ſpoke not a Word: 
but Lord Orville, little imagining himſelf 


the cauſe of my indiſpoſition, enquired 


concerning my health with the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhing politeneſs. I hardly made 


any anſwer, and, for the firſt time fin- 
ce I have been here, contrived to fit at 


ſome diſtance from him. 
I could not help obſerving that my re-| 
ſerve ſurpriſed him; yet he perſiſted in 
his civilities, and ſeemed to wiſh to re- 
move it, But J paid him very little atten- 


tion; and the moment breakfaſt was over, 
inſtead of taking a book, or Walking in 
the garden, I retired to my own room. 


Soon 
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Soon after, Mrs. Selwyn came to tell 
me that Lord Orville had been propoſing I 
| ſhould take an airing, and perſuading her 
| to let him drive us both in his phaeton. 
She delivered the meſſage with an archneſs 
that made me bluſh; and added, that an 
wi - in my Lord Orwille's carriage, could 
not fail to revive my ſpirits. There is no 
poſſibility of eſcaping her diſcernment; 
ſhe has frequently rallied me upon his 
Lordſhip's attention, — and, alas!— upon 
e pleaſure with which I have received it! 
However, I abſolutely refuſed the offer, 


*Mjut now indulge you with any ſolicita- 
e 


tion; for, to tell you the truth, 1 have bu- 
ſineſs to tranſact at the Wells, and am glad 
to be excuſed myſelf. I would aſk you 
to walk with me, — but, ſince Lord Or. 
lle is refuſed, I have not the preſumption 
to hope for ſucceſs,” “ „% 


re-W. Indeed, cried I, * you are miſtaken; 
en- Wl will attend you with pleaſure,” “ 
O rare coquetry!” cried ſhe, * ſurely 
it muſt be inherent in our ſex, or it could 
ot have been imbibed at Berry Hill. 
VPV 


Fe 


7 ſeatly NE told me 1 he had ac- 
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1 bad not ſpirits to anſwer her, and the- 


refore put on my hat in ſilence. 


I preſume,” continued ſhe, drily, «his 


Lordſ hip may walk with us?” 


«If ſo, Madam,” ſaid I, „you will ha- 
ve a companion, and I will ſtay at home.” 


« My dear child,” cried ſhe, « did you 


bring the certificate of your birth With 


vo ou?” 


19 „Pear Madam, no!” 
_ «Why then, we ſhall never r be known 

again at Berry Hill.“ : 
I felt too conſcious to enjoy her plea- 

: aer but I believe ſhe was determined 
to torment me; for ſhe aſked if ſhe 
| Thould inform Lord Orville that I deſired 
him not to be of the party?” 


By no means, Madam; — but, in- 
deed, I had rather not walk myſelf.” 


«My dear,” cried ſ he, «I really do 
not know you this morning, — you ha- 


ve copteiuly been taking a leſſon of Lady 
5 Louiſa.“ 


She then went down ſtairs; but pre- 


quain- 


0 
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variety. 
| faid nothing, but was really vexed. 


She bid me go down ſtairs, and ſaid {he 


would follow immediately, 


Lord Orville met me in the hall. 6] , 
fear,” ſaid he, *Miſs Anville is not yet 


quite well?” and he would have taken 
my hand, but I turned from him, and courts 


Hing {lightly, went into the parlour. 


and is again received into favour, 


ville fo grave?” 


| «Not grave, my Link; & fad 1, bo « only 

ſtupid;“ and I took up a book. 

ö «You will go,” ſaid he, FO a 1 hort 
pauſe, *to the aſſembly to- night??? 


No, my Lord, certainly not.“ 
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quainted Lord Orville that 1 did not 4600 ; 


ſe to go out in the phaeton, but preferred 
a Walk, Lete-a-tete with her, by way of 


Mrs. Beaumont and Lady Louiſa were 
at work: Lord Merton was talking with 
the latter; for he has now made his youu, 


I ſeated myſelf, as uſual, by the win- 
dow. Lord Orville, in a few minutes, 


came to me, and faid, © Why i is Miſs Au- 
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« Neither then will I; for I ſhould be 
forry to ſully the remembrance I have of 
the happineſs I enjoyed at the laſt,” 
Mrs. Selwyn then coming in, general 
enquiries were made, to all but me, of 
who would go to the aſſembly. Lord 
Orville inſtantly declared he had letters to 
write at home; but every one elſe ſettled 


0 $0. 


I then haſtened Mrs. Selwyn away, 
though not before ſhe had faid to Lord 
Orville, Pray, has your Lordſ hip obtai- 

ned Miſs Anville's leave to favour us with 
your enn 8 
4 have not, Madam,” anſwered he, 
had the vanity to alk it.“ 
During our walk, Mrs. Selwyn tor- 
mented me unmercifully. She told me, 
that ſince I declined any addition to our 
party, I muſt, doubtleſs, be conſcious of 
my own powers of entertainment; and 
begged me, therefore, to exert them free- 
ly. I repented a thouſand times having 
conſented to walk alone with her: for 
though I made the moſt painful efforts to 

appear in ſpirits, her rafllery quite over- 


k e me. We 
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We went firſt to the pump - room. bs 
was full of company! and the moment 
| we entered, I heard a murmuring of, 
| « That's ſhe!” and, to my great confu- 
ſion, I ſaw every eye turned towards me. 
| 1 pulled my hat over my face, and, by 
the aſſiſtance of Mrs. Selwyn, endeavou- 
red to ſcreen myſelf from obſervation: 
nevertheleſs, I found I was ſo much the 
object of general attention, that I entrea- 
ted her to haſten away. But unfortunate- 
ly, ſhe had entered into converſation, ve- 
ry earneſtly, with a gentleman of her ac- 
quaintance, and would not liſten to me, 
but faid that if I was tired of waiting, I 
might walk on to the milliner's with the 
Miſs Watkins, two young ladies I had 
ſeen at Mrs. Beaumont's, who were 
going thither, 


l accepted the offer very ad and 
away we went. But we had not gone 
three yards, before we were followed by 
io We party of young men, who took every 
poſſible opportunity of looking at us, and, 

3 they walked behind, talked aloud, in a 
manner at Once unintelligible and abſurd. 
Es. Yes,” 


Cevery beauty is her own. 
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«Yes? cried one, His certainly ſ he! --. 
mark but her bluſhing-cheek !“ 


_ «And then her er downcaſt eye! 


 — Cried another. 


«True, oh moſt true,” ſaid a third, 
75 


« But then,“ ſaid the firſt, * her mind,— 


now the difficulty is, to find out the truth 
of that, for ſhe will not ſay a word.” 


«Shs is timid,” anſwered another; 
% mark but her amid air.” 
During this converſation, we. ; walked 


on filent and quick; as we knew not to 


whom it was particularly addreſſed, we 


Were all equally aſhamed, and equally de- 
ſirous to avoid ſuch Unaccountable obſler- 
vations. oh 


Soon after, we were caught i in a ſhow: 


er of rain, We hurried on, and thele 
5 n following us, offered their 


ervices in the moſt preſſing manner, beg. 


ging us to make uſe of their arms; and 
while I almoſt ran, in order to avoid their 


impertinence, I was ſuddenly met by Si 


Clement Willoughby! 


We both ſtarted; G ood God,” he ex- 


claimed, Miſs Anville!” and then, re. 
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garding my tormentors with an air of dis- 
pleaſure, he earneſtly enquired, if any 
thing had alarmed me? 
No, no;” cried I, for I found no diſ- 
ficulty, now, to diſengage myſelf from 
theſe youths, who, probably, concluding. 
from the commanding air of Sir Clement, 
that he had a right to protect me, quietly 
gave way to him, and entirely quitted us, 

With his uſual impetuoſity, he then be- 
gan a thouſand enquiries, accompanied 
with as many compliments; and he told 


ning, Which he had entirely devoted to 
endeavours to diſcover where I lodged. 
„Did you know, then,” ſaid I, „that 
MLAF TEE; 
«Would to Heaven,” cried he, that 
I could remain in ignorance of your pro- 
ceedings with the ſame contentment you 
do of mine! then ſhould I not for ever 
journey upon the wings of hope, to meet 
my own deſpair! You cannot even judge 


ſcrenity of your mind incapacitates you 


0 from feeling for the agit ati on o f mine pm : 


me, that he arrived at Briſtol but this mor- 


of the cruelty of my fate, for the eaſe and 
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The eaſe and ſerenity of my mind! alas, 
| how little do I merit thoſe words! 
But,“ added he, had accident brought 
me hither, had I not known of your jour. 
ney, the voice of fame would have pro- 
claimed it to me inſtantly upon my arti. 
val.“ „ gg e 
The voice of fame!” repeated I. 

es, for your's was the firſt name! 


heard at the pump-room. But had I nv! 


| Heard your name, ſuch a deſcription could 
have painted no one elſe.” 


 4Indeed,”: faid I, „I do not underſtand 


you.“ But, juſt then arriving at the mil 
liner's, our converſation ended; for Miſs 
Watkins called me to look at caps and rib- 
bons. e . | = HER | 
Sir Clement, however, has the art of 
being always ar home; he was very ſoon 
engaged, as buſily as ourſelves, in look- 
ing at lace ruffles, Yet he took an oppor- 
tunity of ſaying to me in a low voice, 
Ho charmed I am to ſee you look fo 
well! I was told you were ill, — but I 
never ſaw you in better health, — never 
more infinitely lovely © 
e . | 5 8 I turned 
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[ wited away, to examine thi ribbons, 
1 ſoon after Mrs. Selwyn made her ap- 
earance. 1 found that ſhe was acquain- i 
ted with Sir Clement, and her manner of 


ſpeaking to him, convinced me that he 
Was a favourite with her. 


When their mutual compliments Were 


over, ſhe turned to me, and ſaid, „Pray, 
Miſs Anville, how long Can wy live with- 


out nouriſhment?” 


Indeed, Ma": am,” ſaid I laughing, , 4 


have never tried.” 


«Becauſe ſo long, at no longer, ” an. 
fwered f he, you may remain at Briſtol,” dp 


«Why, what is the matter, Ma'am | a 


„The matter! — Why, all the ladies 
are at open War With you, — the whole 
pump-room is in confuſion; and you, in- 
nocent as you pretend to look, are the cau 
ſe. However, if you take my advice, you 
will be very careful how you eat aud drink 5 


during your ſtay,” 


I begged her to explain herſelf; 4 f he 
thea, told me, that a copy of verſes had 
been dropt in the pump-room, and read 2 


there aloud: »The Beauties of the Wells,” 


_—— 1 ſaid 


happineſs frequently at Captain Miryan's 
Too, too frequently?” added he, in a MW thin 
low voice, as Mrs. Selwyn turned to the I but 
milliner: and, as ſoon as ſhe was occu - « 
pied in examining ſome trimmings, he ca: 
me to me, and, almoſt whether I would 
or not, entered into converſation with 
| me. 


laid ſhe, are all mentioned, but you are 


the Venus to whom the prize is given.“ =" 
«Is it then poſlible,” cried Sir Clement, 


that you have not ſeen theſe verſes?” 


hardly know,” anſwered I, *whe- MW nm 


ther any bbdy has,” | hi 


« aſſure you,” ſaid Mrs. Sn. Gt 


you give me the invention of them, you 
do me an honour I by no means deſerve.” IM ha 


rote down in my tablets,” ſaid Sir ye 


Clement, the ſtanzas which concern Miſs WM 82. 
Anville, this morning at the pump-room; lig 
and I will do myſelf the honour of copy: wh 


ing them for her this evening,” leſ 


ut why the part that concerns Mij wi 
Anville?” faid Mrs. Selwyn; *Did you M22 


ever ſee her before this morning?“ 7 trig 


O yes,” anſwered he, I have had that 


” ; 1 5 | uf ha- 
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4 have a toulind things,” cried he, 
(to ſay to you. Pray where are you?” | 


«With Mrs. Selwyn, Sir.” 

\ «Indeed — then, for once, Chance is 
| my friend, And how long have you been 
Lhe? 

«About three weeks? — 
„Good Heaven! what an anxious ſearch 
have I had, to diſcover your abode, ſince 
you ſo ſuddenly left town! The terte 
gant Madame Duval refuſed me all intel- 
ligence. Oh, Miſs Anville, did you know 
what J have endured! the ſleepleſs, reſt- 
leſs ſtate of ſuſpence I have been tortured | 
with, you could not, as cruel as you are, 
you could not have received 1 me e with uch 
trigid indifference!” 


Received you, Sir 


think I ſhould have made this journey, 
but forthe happineſs of again ſeeing you?! | 


v WM Andeed it is poſlible L might, — ſince 
ca- Wlo many others do.“ 
ud Cruel, cruel gl! you know that 1 
ith Wadore you! you know you are the miſtreſs = 

of wy ſoul, and arbitreſs of wy fate! e 


Why, is not my viſit to you. 5 Do you 2 5 


„ in 


Mrs. Selwyn then advancing to us, he 
aſſumed a more diſengaged air, and aſked 
if he ſhould not have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
her in the evening, at the aſſembly? ? 

«Oh yes,” cried ſhe, «we Thall cer 
tainly be there; ſo you may bring the ver. 
ſes with you, if Miſs Anville can wait for 
them ſo long,” 

«1 hope, then,” returned he, *that you 
will do me the honour to dance with me” 
1 thanked him, but ſaid 1 { hould not be 

at the aſſembly. _ 
Not be at the aſſembly! 1 cried Mrs 
Selwyn, *Why, have You, too, letters to 
Write? 5 
She looked at me 1 aſi ;gnificantarch 
: <4 that made me colour; and I haſtily 
anſwered, No, indeed, Ma'am!“ 

«You have not!” cried ſhe, yet more 
drily, «then pray, my dear, do you ſlay 
at home to help, — or to hinder others” 
To do neither, Ma'am,“ anſwered |, 
in much confuſion; *ſo, if you 2 
Will not ſtay at home.“ 

« You allow me, then,” ſaid Sir C 
ment, to IO for tis honour of yo 
hand; * 8 . 


| 1 on) 
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1 only bowed,” — for the dread of M rs. 


| fation that paſſed between Mrs. Selwyn 


ner that I ſhould have been much enter- 


| capricious , the unmeaning appearance 


make in the eyes of Lord Orville? And, 


lt neſs known to him, — yet [ cannot endu- 


ily re to incur his ill opinion, — and, unac- 
uainted as he is with the reaſons by which 
ore Wl am actuated, how can he fail contem- 


tay ning a change to him ſo unaccountable? 


at ſight of each other both he and Sir Cle- 
ment changed colour. 


ern $ raillery made n me not dare refule 


— 


— 


Soon after this we walked home; ir 
Clement accompanied us, and the conver- 


and him was ſupported in ſo lively a man- 


; 
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| tained, had my mind been more at eaſe: 
but alas! I could think of nothing but the 


| which the alteration in my conduct muſt 


much as I wiſh to avoid him, gr catly as I - 
deſire to fave myſelf from having my weak- 


[ As we entered the garden, he Was the 
it object we faw, He advanced to meet 
us, and I could not help obſerving, that 


We went into the parlour, where we 
ll Ts Ss found ” 
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found the ſame party we had left. Mrs. 
Selwyn preſented Sir Clement to Mrs, 


Beaumont Lady Louiſa and Lord Merton 


he ſeemed well acquainted with already. 
The converſation was upon the gene- 
ral ſubjects, of the Weather, the company 
at the Wells, and tlie news of the day. But 


Sir Clement, drawing his chair next to 


mine, took every opportunity of addreſ. 
ſing himſelf to me in particular. 


I could not but remark the ſtriking dif- 


| ference of his attention, and that of Lord 
Orville: the latter has ſuch gentleneſs of 


manners, ſuch delicacy of conduct, and 


an air ſo reſpectful, that, when he flatters 
moſt, he never diſtreſſes, and when he 


moſt confers honour, appears to receive 


it! The former oberudes his attention, and 
forces mine; it is ſo pointed. that it al. 


ways confuſes me, and ſo public, that it 


attracts general notice. Indeed I have ſo- 


metimes thought that he would rather 
wiſh, than diſlike to have his partiality 


for me known, as he takes great care to 
prevent my being ſpoken to by any bo- 
VC 
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When, at length, he went away, Lord 
Orville took his ſeat, and ſaid with a half- 


ſmile, © Shall J call Sir Clement, — or 
will you call me an uſurper, for taking 


this place? — You make me no anſwer? 


— Muſt I then ſuppoſe that Sir Cle- 


ment —“ 
„elt is little worth your Lordſhip's 


while,” ſaid I, „to ſuppoſe any thing 


upon ſo inſi onificant an occaſion,” | 


4 Pardon me,” cried he, — to me no- 
thing is infignificant in which you: are con- 
cerned,” 


To this I made no * acihet did 
he ſay any thing more, till the ladies re- 
tired to dreſs; and then, when I would 
have followed them, he ſtopped meg 


ſaying, “ One moment, I entreat you!” 


turned back, and he went on, L 5 
greatly fear that I have been ſo unfortu- 
nate as to offend you; yet fo repugnant. 
to my very ſoul is the idea, that | know . 
not how to ſuppoſe it poſſible I can un- 
wittingly have done the thing inthe world 
that, deſignedly, I would mo wil h to 


1 y 7 GO 2 


avoid,” * 


» 


th — — 


r 


* 
44 
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«No, indeed, my Lord, ou have not," 
ſaid I. 
ou hi gh!” cried he, taking my hand, 
«would to Heaven I were the ſharer of 
your uneaſineſs, whenceſoever it ſprings! 
with what earneſtneſs would I not ſtrug- 
gle to alleviate it! — Tell me, my dear 
Miſs Anville, — my new adopted ſiſſer, 
my ſweet and moſt amiable friend! — tel 
me, I beſeech you, it [ can afford you 
any aſſiſtance?” ? 


None, none, my Lord!” Hd , 
withdrawing my hand, and moving to- 
Wards the door. 


Als it then impoſſible I c can ſerve you? 
3 perhaps you wil h to ſee Mr. Macart- 
ney again?“ 5 

5 No, my Lord: 5 And L held the door 
open.” 7 

e am not, I own, ſorry for that. 
Yet, oh, Miſs Anville, there is a que- 
ſtion, — there is a conjecture, — I know 
not how to mention, becauſe I dread the 

reſult; — But I ſee you are in haſte; — 
perhaps i in the evening I may have the ho- 


nour of a longer converſation. — Yet 
one 
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one thing will you have the goodneſs to 
allow me to aſk? — Did you, this morn. 
ing, when you went to the Wells, — 

did you know who you ſhould meet 
there?” 


« Who, my Lord?” 


beg your pardon a thouſand times 
for a curioſity ſo unlicenſed, — but I will 
ſay no more at preſent.” 


| He bowed, expecting me to . mi 
and then, with quick ſteps, but a heavy 
heart, I came to my own room. His 
queſtion, I am ſure, meant Sir Clement 
Willoughby; and, had I not impoſed 
upon myſelf the ſevere taſk of avoiding, 
flying Lord Orville with all my power, 


my 1gnorance of Sir Clement's journey. 
And yet more did 1 long to ſay ſomething 
. of the aſſembly, ſince I found he de- 


e. pended upon my ſpending the — at 
y Wl ome. 


ie MW I did not go down n apain il the 

— family was aſſembled to dinner. My 

o- Ml dreſs, 1 faw, ſtruck Lord Orville with 

aſtonif hinentz and I was . ſo much 
1 1 : af ham · fl 


I would inſtantly have fatisfied him of 


| 
| 
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<that Miſs Anville did not go out this 
Mrs. Selwyn, „Was to ſtay at home; but 


to be reſiſted.” 


Lare you then going to the aſſembly?” ; 


drawing · room together, as there were no 
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then, before I could place myſelf out his 


to the aſſembly? _ = "My I aſk if you 
{hall dance?" 


— Iron cons ne. — ſ —— — — 
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al hamed of appearing whimſical and un- 


ſteady, that I could not look up. _ 
«I underſtood,” ſaid Mrs. Beaumont, 


evening?” 
«Her intention in he morning,” ſaid 


there is a faſcinating power in an afſem- 
bly, which, upon ſecond thoughts, is not 


„The aſſembly?!” cried Lord Orville, 


I made no anſwer and we all took | 


our c p 
It was not without difficulty that I con- at 
trived to give up my uſual ſeat; but I was th 
determined to adhere to the promiſe in Ml ft 


my yeſterday's letter, though 1 faw that 


Lord Orville ſeemed quite confounded at ſlo 
my viſible endeavours to avoid him, 
After dinner, we all went into the 


entlemen to detain his Lordſhip; and 


way, he ſaid, * You are then really going 


41 


* 139 ¹ 
«] believe not, — my Lord.” 
«If I did not fear,” continued he, *that 
you would be tired of the ſame partner 
at two following aſſemblies, I would gi- 
ve up my letter · writing till to-morrow, 
and ſolicit the honour of your hand.“ 

If I do dance,“ ſaid I, in great confu- 
ſion, ©l believe I am engaged“. 
Engaged!“ cried he, with earneſineſs, 
« May I aſk to whom? ? n 
To — Sir Clement Willoughby, my 5 
Ld : 

He ſaid nothing, bur looked very little 3 
pleaſed, and did not addreſs himſelf to me 
any more all the afternoon. Oh, Sir! — 
thus ſituated, how comſortleſs were the | 
feelings of your Evelina! 

Early in the evening, with his accu- 
ſſomed aſſiduity, Sir Clement came to con- 
duct us to the aſſembly. He ſoon con- 
e trived to feat himſelf next me, and, in a 
o lo voice, paid me ſo many compliments, | 
d that I knew not which way to look. 
ls Lord Orville hardly ſpoke a word, and 
a his countenance was grave and thought 
ou Wl ful; yet, whenever I raiſed my eyes, his, 
| perceived, were directed towards me, 


«] 


though = 


14 


though inſtantly, upon meeting mine, he 
looked another way. 


In a ſhort time, Sir Clement, taking | 
from his pocket a folded paper, faid, al. 
moſt in a whiſper, * Here, lovelief of 
women, you will ſee a faint, an unſuc- IM 
ceſsful attempt to paint the object of all 
my adoration! yet, weak as are the lines | 

for the purpoſe, I envy beyond expres- 0 
fon the happy mortal who has dared ma- 0 
- ke the effort. , 

„ will look at them,” faid I. ſome - 

other time.” For, conſcious that I was 7 


| obſerved by Lord Orville, I could not 
bear he ſhould ſee me take a written pa- 
per, ſo privately offered, from Sir Cle- tea 
ment. But Sir Clement is an impracli 
cable man, and I never yet ſucceeded in du 
any attempt to fr uſtrate whatever he had te 


planned. pol 
No,“ ſaid be, Aill 5 in a hifi; «you Lar 
muſt take them now, while Lady Louiſa Nee 
is away; for ſhe and Mrs. Selwyn were MW" * 

gone up ſtairs to finiſh their dreſs, *as an 
| ſhe muſt by no means ſee them.” I 
+: * Indeed,” fad 1, 1 have no inten- Clen 
tion to ſhew them.“ read, 


«Bu 


» "oy + ; 


«But the only way,” anſwered he, *to 


| myſelf. but that that are not pr-zper to be 


| Cen by any body in this houſe, your- 
| ſelf and Mrs. Selwyn excepted,” | 


Then again he preſented me the paper, 


which I now was obliged to take, as [ 
found declining it was vain. But I was 
forry that this action ſhould be ſeen, and 
the whiſpering remarked, thou gh the pur» 

port of the converſation was s left to con- 


jecture. 


© Wl circumſtance, as I cannot doubt but that 
yy of will 5 Foal me more diſagreeable to her 
80 than ever, it [ he ſhould hear of i it; 


read, 


avoid ſuſpicion, is to take them in her ab- 
ſence. I would have read them aloud 


As 1 held it in my nnd, Sir Clement 
teazed me to look at it immediately; and 
told me. that the reaſon he could not pro- 
duce the lines publicly, Was, that among 
the ladies who were mentioned. and ſup- 
poſed to be rejected, was Lady Louiſa 
u arpent. 1 am much concerned at this 


[ will now copy the verſes, which Sir 
en would not let me reſt till had 
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see laſt advance, with baſhſul grace, 
 Downcaſt eye, and bluſhing cheek, 


Timid air, and beauteous face, 
Anville, - whom the Graces ſeek, 


Though ev'ry beauty is her own, 
And though her mind each virtue fills, 
 Anville, -- to her power unknown, 
Artleſs ſtrikes, · unconſcious: kills! 


I am ſure, my dear Sir, you will not 


Wonder that a panegyric ſuch as this 
ſhould, in reading, give me the greateſt 
confuſion; and, unſortunately, before [ 
had finiſhed it, the ladies returned. 


„What have you there, my dear?” 


: ſaid Mrs. Selwyn. 


EN othing, Ma'am,” ſaid . haſtily fold- 


” ing, and putting'it in my pocket. 


„And has nothing, cried 1 he, No the 


power of rouge?” 


I made no anſwers | a dap ſi igh which 


5 eſcaped Lord Orville at that moment, 


reached my ears, and gave me ſenſations 


— Which 1 dare not mention! 


Lord Merton then handed Lady Louiſa 


and Mrs. Beaumont to the latter's carriage. 
Mrs, Selwyn led the way to Sir Cle 
ment' IJ who handed me in after her. 15 


Ee : D ys 
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Haig the ride. 1 did not once ſpeaks 


but when I came to the aſſembly- room, 


Sir Clement took care that I ſhould not 
preſerve my filence. He aſked me im- 
mediately to dance; I begged hun to ex- 
cuſe me, and fook ſome other partner. 
But on the contrary, he told me he was 
very glad I would fit ſtill, as he had « a 


n million of things to ſay to me. 


He then degan to tell me how much 


he had ſuffered from abſence; how great- 


ly he was alarmed when he heard I had 
left town, And how cruelly difficult he 
had found it to trace me; which, at laſt, 
he could only do by ſacrificing another ED 
w eek to Captain Mirvan. 5 


And Howard Grove,” ontiangd he, = 

& which, at my firſt viſit, I thought the 
moſt delightful ſpot upon earth, now ap- 
peared to me the moſt diſmal: the face of 
the country ſeemed altered: the walks 
which I had thought moſt pleaſant, were 


now moſt ſtupid: Lady Howard, who 


had appeared a chearſul and reſpectable Ta 

old lady, now ſeemed in the common 

John T rot ftiy le of other * dames: 
SS Mrs. 


\ 


. Captain, I had always thought him a boo- 
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Mrs. Mirvan, whom I had eſleemed x as 
an amiable piece of ſtill· life, now beca- 
me ſo inſipid, that I could hardly keep 
awake in her company? the daughter too, 
whom | had regarded as a good humour: 
ed, pretty ſort of girl, now ſeemed too 
inſignificant for notice: and as to the 


by, — but now he appeared a ſavage!” 


© Indeed, Sir Clement,” cried I, angri- 

Iv, «1 will not hear you talk thus of my 
- beſt friend 

«I beg your denden 6d he, abu 
the contraſt of my two viſits was too ſtrib- 

ing, not to be mentioned.” * _ 


He then af ked what 1 thought of th 

verſes? PRES 

© «Pither,” ſaid I, «that they are writ 
£ ten ironically, or by: ſome madman.” 


+ Such a profuſion of compliments nM 1] 
ſued, that I was. obliged to propoſe dine : earl 
ing, in my own defence. When ve ame 
ſtood up, I intended,” ſaid he, to ha: ther 
ve diſcovered the author by his looks; ¶ time 
but I find you ſo much the general load i I. 


ſtane of attention, that my ſuſpicions ¶ ve at 
9 chan V 


* 
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change their object every moment. Su- 
rely you muſt yourſelf have ſome Know- 5 


ledge who he is?“ 
I told him, no. Yet, my dear Sir, 1 


muſt own to you, I have no doubt but 
that Mr. Macartney muſt be the author; 
no ole elſe would ſpeak of me fo par- 
tially; and, indeed, his poetical turn puts . 


it, with me, beyond diſpute. 


He aſked me a thouſand queſtions con- 
cerning Lord Orville; how long he had 
been at Briſtol? — what time I had ſpent _ 
at Clifton? — whether he rode out every 
morning? — Whether I ever truſted my- 
ſelf in a Phaeton? and a multitude of 
other enquiries, all tending to diſcover if 
I was honoured with much of his Lord- 
ſhip's attention, and all made with his 


uſual freedom and impetuoſity. 


Fortunately, as I much wiſhed to retire 
early, Lady Louiſa makes a point of being 
among the firſt who quit the rooms, and 
rem d we got home 1 in very tolerably 5 


time. 
Lord onile 8 . of us was gra- 


re and cold: far from Sillinguil hing e A 
Fol. ul. 7, OW - 


TORT ITS ol) — w—T— —ñ— 
— =: 


— — —— - 
— — 


-_ r 


— 
* — — 
2 2 
— — 
3 


5 8 
. — ——— —ĩ3ĩã — — — — — 


* 


- — - * = S — * — — — — — - _ 
— = — — — IL. 
G #4 — ” E * - er; _—— 
71 tg — — — — 
1 _— — 5 , > 1 ” — 4 — a 
—— — — < 2 r — 
= - * * — 
va ha - 


e Louiſa herſelf could not have ſeen me en- 


vent him, though till then he had ſee- 


friends. — But, alas! — fo ſuddenly, ſo 


as uſual, by particular civilities, Lady 


ter the room with more frigid unconcery, 
nor j have more ſcrupulouſly avoided ho- 
nouring me with any notice. But chief: 
ly I was ſtruck to ſee, that he ſuffered 
Sir Clement, who {layed ſupper, to ſit 
between us, without any effort to pre- 


med to be even tenacious of a ſeat next 
JJ“ 8 
This little circumſtance affected me 
more than I can expreſs: yet I endeavour- 
ed to rejoice at it, ſince neglect and in- 
difference from him may be my beſt 


abruptly to forfeit his attention! — w 
loſe his friendſhip! — Oh Sir, theſe 

| thoughts pierced my foul! — ſcarce could 

I keep my ſeat; for not all my effort 

could reſtrain the tears from trizkling down 


my cheeks: however, as Lord Orville ſav \ 
them not, for Sir Clement's head was play 
cConſtantly between us, I tried to collect pro 
my ſpirits, and ſucceeded fo far as to keep MW my 
my place with decency, till Sir Clement wil! 


took leave: and then, not daring to truſt I will 


* 
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my eyes to meet thoſe of Lord Oral, | 
I retired. _ 
I have been writing ever "Rp for, 
certain that I could not ſleep, I would 
not go to bed. Tell me, my deareſt Sir, 
if you poſſibly can, tell me that you ap- 
prove my change of conduct, — tell me 
that my altered behaviour to Lord Orville 
is right, — that my flying his ſociety, 
and avoiding his civilities, are actions 
which you would have dictated. — Tell 
me this, and the ſacrifices I have made : 
will comfort me in the midſt of my re- 
oret, — for never, never can I ceaſe to 
regret that I have loſt the friendſhip of 
Lord Orville! — Oh Sir, I have f lhe. | 
ed, — have rejected, — have thrown it 
away! — No matter, it was an honour I = 
merited not to preſerve; and I now ſee, 
— that my mind was unequal to ſuſtaig- = 
ing it without danger. 

Yet ſo ſtrong is the deſire you have im- 
Planted i in me to act with uprightneſs and 
propriety, that, however the weakneſs of 
my heart may diſtreſs and afflict me, it 
will never, I humbly truſt, render me 


vilfully culpable. The wiſh of doing | 


Ca: well 


% 


well governs every other, as far as con- ; 
cerns my conduct, — for am I not your t 


child? — the creature of your own form.. 
ing? — Yet, oh Sir, friend, parent of my 

heart! — my feelings are all at war with 
my duties; and, while I moſt ſtruggle to 
acquire ſelf- approbation, my peace, my 
happineſs, my hopes, — are loſt! _ 
Tis you alone can compole a mind ſo 
_ cruelly agitated: you, I well know, can 
feel pity for the weakneſs to which you 
are a ſtranger; and, though you blame | 
the affliction, ſoothe and comfort the 
De II F 
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LETTER XL. 7 
Mr. Villars to Evelina, 


our laſt communication, my deareſt 
child, is indeed aſtoniſhing; that an ack 

nowledged daughter and heireſs of Sir 
John Belmont ſhould be at Briſtol, and 
ſtill my Evelina bear the name of Anville, 
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is to me inexplicable: yet the myſtery of = 
the letter to Lady Howard prepared me 
to expect ſomething extraordinary upon 
Sir John Belmont's return to England, 

Whoever this young lady may be, it 
is certain ſhe now takes a place to which 
you have a right indiſputable. An after= _ 
marriage I never heard of; yet, ſuppo- 
ling ſuch a one to have happened, Miſs 
Evelyn was certainly the firft wife, and 
therefore her daughter muſt, at leaſt, be 
entitled to the name of Belmont. Ce 


Either there are circumſtances in this 
affair at preſent utterly incomprehenſible, 
or elſe fome ſtrange and molt atrocious. 
fraud has been practiſed which of theſe 
two is the caſe, it now behoves us to 
W Iu 


My reluctance to this tep gives way to 
my conviction of its propriety, ſince the 
reputation of your dear and much-injur- 
ed mother muſt now either be fully elear⸗- 
ed from blemiſh, or receive its final and 
indelible Wound. 


The public appearance Py a Jeoghier 


of Sir John Belmont will revive the re- 
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3 quietly ſuffer the aſ 1 of your mother 


ledged, and her child ſhall bear the r name 
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membrance of Miſs Evelyn's ſtory in all 9 
who have heard it, — who the mother t 
was, Will be univerſally demanded, --- | 


and if any other Lady Belmont ſhould 
be named, the birth of my Evelina will 
receive a ſtigma, againſt which honour, 
truth, and innocence may appeal in vam! 
a ſtigma which will eternally blaſt the ſ 
fair fame of her virtuous mother, and 
ca upon her blameleſs ſelf the odium of 
_ 4 title, which not all her purity can rel. 


cue from eſtabliſhed ſhame and diſho- 


nour! 


No, my dear child, no; 1 will not 


to be treated with ignominy! Her ſpot- 
leſs character ſhall be juſtified to * 
world — her marriage ſhall be acknow- 


to which ſhe is lawfully entitled, 


It is true, that Mrs, Mirvan would con- 
duct this affair with more delicacy than 
Mrs. Selwyn; yet, perhaps, to ſave time 

is, of all conſiderations, the moſt impor: 
tant, ſince the longer this myſtery is ſuf 


fered to continue, the more difficult may 
bo 
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be rendered its explanation. The ſooner, 
therefore, you can ſet out for town, the 


leſs formidable will be your taſk. 


Let not your timidity, my * love, 
depreſs your ſpirits: I ſhall, indeed, trem- 
| ble for you at a meeting ſo ſingular and 


ſo affecting, yet there can be no doubt of 


the ſucceſs of your application: I encloſe 


a letter from your unhappy mother, writ- 
ten, and reſerved purpoſely for this occa- 
fon: Mrs, Clinton, too, who attended 
her in her Jaſt illneſs, muſt accompany 
you to town. — But, without any other 
certificate of your birth, that which you 
carry in your countenance, as it could 
not be effected by artifice, ſo | it cannot ad- 


mit of a doubt. 


receive the fervent prayers, wiſhes, and 
bleſſings, of him who ſo fondly "cope: 
ed you! 
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And now, my Pvelins, l at 
length, to the care of your real parent, 


May'ſt thou, oh child Fj my boden 
Wir l thou, in this change of ſituation, 
experience no change of diſpoſition! but 
receive vith humility., and ſupport with 

oo: meek· 
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meekneſs, the elevation to which thou art 11 
riſing! May thy manners, language, and t 
deportment, all evince that modeſt equa- 
nimity, and. chearful gratitude, which a 
not merely deſerve, but dignify proſperi. 
ty! May'ſt thou, to the Jaſt moments of ; 
an unblemiſhed life, retain thy genuine t 
ſimplicity, thy ſingleneſs of heart, thy * 
guileleſs ſincerity! And may'ſt thou, ſtran- Ic 
ger to oſtentation, and ſuperior to inſo- : 
lence, with true greatneſs of ſoul, ſhine / 
forth conſpicuous only in beneficence! 
_ ARTHUR VILLARS, cl 
2-0<-:0:040<008 þ 
: LET TE - 
____ (Incloſed in the preceding Letter.) # 


lady Belmont co Sir John Belmont. Citi 


: I. the firm hope that the moment of il ce, 
anguiſh which approaches will prove the W ma 
period of my ſufferings, once more ad · ¶ the 
dreſs myſelf to Sir John Belmont, in be · ¶ ma; 
half of the child, who, if it ſurvives is I h. 
. 5 : mo 
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ite, vill hereafter be the bearer of 


this letter. 


Vet i in what terms, — oh moſt cruel of 
men! — can the loſt Caroline addreſs 


you, and not addreſs you in vain? Oh 
deaf to the voice of compaſſion — deaf 


to the ſling of truth — deaf to every tie 


of honour — ſay, in what terms may the 


loſt Caroline addreſs you, — not addreſs 


you in vain? 


Shall I call yon by he ont: the . 
Þ ected title of huſband? — No, you dif- 
aim it! — the father of my infant? — 
No, you doom it to infamy! — the lo- 
ver who refcued me from a forced mar- 


rage? — No, you have yourſelf betrayed 


me! — the friend from whom 1 hoped 


ſuccour and protection? — No, you 


have conſigned me to miſery and deſiru- : 


ction? 


Oh hardened EP every plea of afk b 
ce, remorſe, or pity! how, and in what 


manner, may I hope to move thee? Is 


there one method l have left untried? re- 
mains there one reſource uneſſayed? No! 
have exhauſted all the bitterneſs of re- 


Ks en 
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proach, and drained every ſluice of com- 
„%%% 1 
Hopeleſs, and almoſt deſperate, twen- 
ty times have I flung away my pen; — 
but the feclings of a mother, a mother 
agonizing for the fate of her child, again 
animating my courage, as often I have re- 
EL: Es 
Perhaps when I am no more, when the 
meaſure of my woes is compleated, and 
the ſtill, ſilent, unreproaching duſt has 
received my fad remains, — then, per- 
| haps, when accuſation is no longer to be 
| feared, nor detection to be dreaded, the 
voice of equity, and the cry of nature 
Wh TT 
Liſten, oh Belmont, to their dictates! 
reprobate not your child, though you ha- 
ve reprobated its mother. The evils that 
are paſt, perhaps, when too late, you may 
wiſh to recall; the young creature you 
have perſecuted, perhaps, when too late, 
you may regret that you have deſtroyed; 
— you may think with horror of the de- 
ceptions you have practiſed, and the pangs 
of remorſe may follow me to the tomb ' 
on or eee, 
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8 3 Belmont, all my N 0. 
into pity at the thought! what will beco- 
me of thee, good Heaven, when with the 
eye of penitence, thou reviewelt thy paſt 
conduct! 
Hear, then, the ſolemn, tha laſt ad- 


dreſs with which the Ty C aroline 
will importune thee, 


If, when the time of thy contrition ar- 
rives, — for arrive it muſt! — when the 
ſenſe of thy treachery ſhall rob thee of 
almoſt every other, if then thy tortured 
heart ſhall ſigh to expiate thy guilt, — 


mark the conditions upon which f leave 
thee my forgiveneſs. 


Thou know'ſt I am thy l — clear, 
| then, to the world the reputation thou | 
WH haſt ſullied, and receive as thy lawful ſuc- 
ceſſor the child who will preſent thee this 
my dying requeſt! _ 
The worthieſt, the moſt SIAN IO 5 
the beſt of men, to whoſe conſoling lind 
neſs J owe the little tranquillity I have 
been able to preſerve, has plighted me his 
faith that, upon no other conditions, he 


vill 2 with his helpleſs charge.” 
: Should 5 


I _ — — 
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Shovld'ſt thou, in the features of this 


deſerted innocent, trace the reſemblance 
of the wretched Caroline, — ſhould its 
face bear the marks of its birth, and revive 
in thy memory the image of its mother, 


wilt thou not, Belmont, wilt thou not 


therefore renounce it? — Oh babe of my 
fondeſt affection! for whom already I ex- 
periene all the tenderneſs of maternal pi- 
ty! — look not like thy unfortunate mo- 
ther, — leſt the parent whom the hand of 
death may ſpare, ſhall be ſnatched from 
thee by the more eruel means of unnaty- 


ral antipathy'! 


I can write no more. The Gall 0 5 


re of ſerenity I have painfully acquired, 
will not bear the ſhock of the dreadful 


ideas that crowd upon me. 


Adieu, — for ever! — 
Yet oh! — ſhall I not, in this laſt fate 


Well, which thou wilt not read till every 
55 ſtormy paſſion i is extinct, — and the kind 


rave has emboſomed all my ſorrows, — 


ſhall I not offer to the man once ſo dear 
to me, a ray of conſolation to thoſe affli- 
cCilions he has in reſerve? Suffer me, then, 
to tell thee, that my pity far exceeds my 


in 
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my laſt moments, — and that the recol- 


ſwallow up every other! 
Once more, adieu! 


CAROLINE BELMONT, 


0006000000000000000000000000600 L 


. E T 'T E R XIV, 
Fiala to che Rev. Mr. V 2 


| Cliſon, os. 34. . 


me his compliments almoſt as 'oldly as 


" I {dy Louiſa paid ber's. 
\ I took my uſual place, and Mrs. Beau- 
mont, Lady Louiſe, and Mrs. Selwyn, en- 


need. 85 


indignation, — — that I will pray for thee in 


jection of the love I once bore thee, ſ ball 


Ta. morning I ſaw from my window. = 
that Lord Orville was walking in the gar- 
den; but I would not go down ſtairs till 
breakfaſt was ready: and then, he paid 


tered into their uſual converſation. — Not 

h. Wo your Evelina: diſregarded, ſilent, and 
melancholy, ſhe fat like a cypher, whom 
to nobody belonging, by nobody mne. 
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III brooking ſuch a ſituation, and un- 
able to ſupport the neglect of Lord Orvil. 
le, the moment breakfaſt was over, | 
left the room; and was going up ſtairs, 
when, very unpleaſantly, I was ſtopped 
by Sir Clement Willoughby, who, flying 
Into the hall, prevented my proceeding, 
He enquired very particularly after my 
health, and entreated me to return into 
the parlour. Unwillingly I conſented, 
but thought any thing preferable to conti. 
nuing alone with him; and he would nei- 
ther leave me, nor ſuffer me to paſs on. 
Yet, in returning, I felt not a little aſha- 
med of appearing thus to take the viſit of 
Sir Clement to myſelf, And, indeed, he 
_ endeavoured, by his manner of addreſſing 
me, to give it that air. „„ 
Hie ſtayed, I believe, an hour; not 
would he, perhaps, even then have gone, 
had not Mrs. Beaumont broken up the par: qui 
ty, by propoſing an airing in her coach. but 
Lady Louiſa conſented to accompany her: MW __ 
but Mrs. Selwyn, when applied to, faid, bly 
«If my Lord, or Sir Clement, will join Kel 
us, I ſhall be happy to make one; — but 


7 
really 


the laſt degree.” 


dy to court the favour of Mrs. Beaumont. 


out; and I retired to my own room. What 


he did with himſelf I know not, for I 


would not go down ſtairs till Ge + WAS 


ge of behaviour has occaſioned it, ſo eruel- 
ly depreſſes my ſpirits, that I know not 
how to ſupport myſelf in his preſence, 


though by no means caly to pleaſe, leems | 
quite at his diſpoſal. 


— and I was hurt, — oh how inexpreſli- 


all occaſions of talking with met. 


cally a trio of females will be 1 nervous o 


Sir Clement readily agreed to attend 
them; ; indeed, he makes it his evident ſtu- 


Lord Orville excuſed himſelf from going 
ready: his coldneſs, though my own han- 


At dinner, I found Sir Clement again 
of the party. Indeed he manages every 
thing his own way; for Mrs. Beaumont. 


The dinner, the 3 and the 
evening, were to me the moſt irkſome 
imaginable: I was tormented by the aſſi- 
duity of Sir Clement, who not only took, 
but made opportunities of ſpeaking to me, 


bly hurt! — that Lord Orville not only for- 
bore, as hitherto, ſeeking, he even negledled 5 


1 begin ; 


16 
I begin to think, my dear Sir, that the 
ſudden alteration in my behaviour was ill. 
Judged and improper; for, as I had recei- 
ved no offence, as the cauſe of the change 
was upon my account, not kis, I ſhould 
not have aſſumed, ſo abruptly, a reſerve 
for which I dared aſſign no reaſon, — nor 
have ſhunned his preſence ſo obviouſly, 
without conſidering the ſtrange appearan- 
"es #3 lunch 8.conduet,- Et DE 
Alas, my deareſt Sir, that my reflections 
| ſhould always be too late to ſerve me! 
_ dearly, indeed, do I purchaſe experience! 
and much I fear I ſhall ſuffer yet more ſe- 
verely, from the heedleſs indiſcretion of 
my temper, ere I attain that prudence and 
conſideration, which, by foreſeeing diſtaut 
conſequences, may rule and direct in pre- 


ſent exigencies, 


e 5 TN O4. 4th, 
| Yeſterday morning every body rode out, 
except Mrs. Selwvn and myſelf: and we 
two ſat for ſome time together in her room; 
but, as ſoon as I "all I quitted her, to n. 
ſaunter in the garden; for {he diverts her WF « 
ſelf ſo ugmercifully with rally ing me, either M me. 

e eee i poli. 
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upon my gravity, — of concerning Lord 


Orville, — that I dread 1 80 any con · 
verſation with her. 


Here I believe I ſpent an Jie by my- 
ſelf; when, hearing the garden-gate open, 
] went into an arbour at the end of a long 
walk, where, ruminating, very unpleaſant- 
ly, upon my future proſpects, I remained 
quietly ſeated but a few minutes, before I 
was interrupted by the appearance of Sir 
Clement Willoughby. 


1 ſtarted; and would have left the ar- 
bour, but he prevented me. Indeed I am 
almoſt certain he had heard in the houſe 
where I was, as it is not, otherwiſe, pro- 
bable, he would have ſtrolled down the 
garden alone. 


„Stop, ſtop,” cried he, <lovelieſt and 
moſt beloved of women, ſtop and hear 
me?” 

Then, making me keep my lacs, 1 fs 85 
down by me, and would have taken my 
hand; but! adm it back, and faidIcould 
not ſtay. 


„Can you, then,” 1 "LES «refuſe 


me even the ſmalleſt — though. 3 
Vol. Hl. 5 but 
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but yeſlanday: I almoſt ſuffered martyr. 
dom for the pleaſure of ſeeing you?” 


_ * Martyrdom! Sir Clement.” 


„Les, beauteous inſenſible! mart; 
dom for did I not compel myſelf to "be 
immured in a carriage, the tedious length 
_ of a whole morning, with the three moſt 
fatiguing women in England?” 


«Upon my word, the Ladies are ex. 
tremely obliged to you.” 

O, returned he, they have, every 
one of them, ſo copious a ſhare of their 
own perſonal eſteem, that they have no 
right to repine at the failure of it in the: 
World; and, indeed, they will themſelves 
be the laſt to diſcover it.” 
ov little,” cried I, *are thoſe 1 La 

dies aware of ſuch ſererity from o 


„They are guarded,” anſwered he, 

e ſo happily and ſo ſecurely by their own 
conceit, that they are not aware of it 
from any body. Oh Mils Anville, to be 
torn away from you, in order to be {hut 
up with them, — is there a human being, 
except your cruel lelf, could forbear tc to 
. e 7 Y 
. «] 
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al believe, Sir Clement, however hiked: Y 
ly you may chooſe to judge of them, 


your ſituation, by the world in general, 


would rather have been earied,. than pi. 


tied.” 


The world in general, „ anſwered he, 
«has the ſame opinion of them that I have 
myſelf: Mrs, Beaumont is every where 
laughed at, Lady Louiſa ridiculed, and 


Mrs, Selwyn hated,” - 


« Good God, Sir Clement, what cruel 5 
Arength of words do you uſe!” 2 
bs It 1 18 you, my angel, are 40 blame, 


ſince your perfections have rendered their 
faults fo glaring. I proteſt to you, dor- 


ing our whole ride, I thought the carriage 
drawn by ſnails, The abſurd pride of 
Mrs, Beaumont, and the reſpect ſhe ex- 


acts, are at once inſufferable and ſtupify- 
ing; had I never before been in her com- 


pany, I ſhould have concluded that this 
had been her firſt airing from the herald's- 
office, — and wiſhed her nothing worſe 


than that it might alſo be the laſt. Las- 
ſure you, that but for gaining the free- 


dom of her houſe, I would fly her as! 
would Plague, peſtilence, and ſainine. ; 


To 3 Mrs. 


| Mrs. Selwyn, indeed, afforded ſome re 
lief from this formality, but the unbound- 


attention, As to the little Louiſa, *tis 
ſuch a pretty piece of languor, that 'ti 
almoſt cruel to ſpeak rationally about her, 
— elſe I ſhould fay, ſhe is a mere com- 
pound of affectation, impertinence and 
I EO 
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With ſuch opinions, you can behave to 
them all with ſo much attention and ci 
vility.“ 8 . 


worſhip, could adore them, only to pro- 
cure myſelf a moment of your converſa- 
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ed licence of her tongue —” 
0, Sir Clement, do you object to 
that?” 


| 

| | « 

«Yes, my ſweet reproacher, in a wo- t 
} 


man, I do; in a woman [| think it intole- 
rable. She has wit, I acknowledge, and t 
more underſtanding than half her ſex put Ne 
together; but ſhe keeps alive a perpetual 
_ expectation of ſatire, that ſpreads a gene- 
ral uneaſineſs among all who are in her 
preſence; and ſhe talks ſo much, that 
even the beſt things ſhe ſays weary the 


e am quite amazed,” faid I, *that, 


« Civility! my angel, — why I coul 


tion! 
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tion! Have you not ſeen me pay my court 
to the groſs Captain Mirvan, and the vi- 
rago Madame Duval? Were it poſſible 
that a creature ſo horrid could be formed, 
as to partake of the worſt qualities of al 
theſe characters, —a creature who ſhould 
have the haughtineſs of Mrs. Beaumont, 
the brutality of Captain Mirvan, the ſelf- 
conceit of Mrs. Selwyn, the affectation | 
of Lady Louiſa, and the vulgarity of Ma- 
dame Duval, — even to ſuch a monſter 
as that, I would pay homage, and pour 
forth adulation, only to obtain one word, 
one look from my adored Miſs Anville!” 
«Sir Clement,” ſaid I, * you are great- 
ly miſtaken if you ſuppoſe ſuch duplicity 
of character recommends you to my good 
opinion. But! muſt take this opportunity 
of begging you never more to talk to me 


,,,, OT} '"'©---- 
at, „Oh Miſs Anville, your reproofs, your 
to Ml coldneſs, pierce me to the foul! look 
ci. MWupon me with leſs rigour, and make me 
bat you pleaſe; — you ſhall govern 
11d and direct all my actions, — you ſhall 


ro- Nnew'form, newmodel me: — | will not 


— 
gym” 
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not endure ſuch ſcorn; —I beſeech you 
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only deign to look u pon me with pity, — 
if not with favour!” 


Suller me, Sir,“ ſaid I very gravely, 


«to make uſe of this occaſion to put a 
final «concluſion to ſuch expreſſions. I 


entreat you never again to addreſs me iu 


a language ſo flighty, and ſo unwelcome. 
| You have already given me great uneaſi. 
"neſs; and I muſt frankly aſſure you, that 

if you do not deſire to baniſh me from 

Wherever you are, you will adopt a very 
different ſtyle and conduct in future. X 


I then roſe, and was going, but he 
flung himſelf at my feet to prevent me, 
exclaiming, in a moſt paſſionate manner, 


* Good God! Miſs Anville, what do you 


ſay? — is it, can it be poſlible, that ſo wu. 
moved, that with ſuch petrifying indiffe- | 


rence, You can tear from me even the 
remotelt hope!” „ 
II know not, Sir,” faid I. 1 
ing to diſengage myſelf from him, © what 


hope you mean, but I am ture that [ never 


intended to give you any.” 
Lou diſtradt me!” cried he.” ] cans 


te 
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to ave hae modern ; in your cruelty, 

left you make me deſperate: — fay, then, 
that you pity me, — O faireſt inexorable! 
lovelieſt tyrant! — ſay, tell me, at leaſt, 


that you pity me! 5 


juſt then, who ſhould come in ſight, 
as if intending to paſs by the arbour, but 


Lord Orville! Good Heaven, how did 1 


ſtart! and he, the moment he ſaw me; 


turned pale, and was haſtily retiring;— 
but I called out *Lord Orville! — Sir 5 
Clement, releaſe me, — let go my hand!“ 


Sir Clement, in ſome confuſion, ſud- 


denly roſe, but ſtill graſped my bnd 


Lord Orville, who had turned back, was 


again walking away; but, . ſtill ruggling 


to diſengage my ſelf, I called out, Pray, 

pray, my Lord, don't go! — Sir Cle- 

ment, I inſiſt upon your releaſing me!” 
Lord Orville then, haſtily approaching 


us, faid, with great ſpirit, Sir Clement; 


you cannot wiſh. to. detain Miſs Anville | 


by force!” 


«Neither; my Lord. =; wid Sir Cle. 
ment, proudly, do requeſt the honour 


of your Lordi hip” $ intorference,” - 


How: : 
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However, he let go my hand, and! 
immediately ran into the houſe. 


| 1 was now frightened to death leſt Sir 
Clement's mortified pride ſhould provoke 
him to affront Lord Orville: I therefore 
ran haſtily to Mrs. Selwyn, and entreated 
her, in a manner hardly to be underſtood, 
to walk towards the arbour. Sho aſked 
no queſtions, for ſhe is quick as lightning 
in taking a hint, but ep haſtened i in 


8 the garden. 


Imagine, my dear Sir, how wicket 
I mwſt be till I faw her return! ſcarce 
_ couldIreſtrain myſelf from running back: 
however, I checked my impatience, and 
_ waited, though in agonies, till ſhe came. 


And, now, my dear Sir, I have a con- 
50 to write, the moſt intereſting to 
me, that I ever heard. The comments 
and queſtions with which Mrs. Selwyn in- 
terrupted her account, I ſhall not men- 
tion; for they are ſuch as you may very 
eaſily ſuppoſe. 
Lord Orville and Sir Clement were both 
| ſeated very quietly in the arbour: and 
| Mrs. 5 2 fn, as my 
e 
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ſhe Was withia a ſew ds of them, 
heard Sir Clement ſay, * Your queſtion, 
my Lord, alarms me, and I can by no 
means anſwer it, unleſs you will allow. 
me to propoſe another?” 


« Undoubtedly, Sir.” 


«You aſk me, my Lord, what are my 
intentions? — I ſhould be very Air to 
be ſatisfied as to your Lordſhip's” 


„ have never, Sir, profeſſed any,” 


Here they were both, for a few mo- 
ments, ſilent; and then Sir Clement ſaid, 5 
„To what, my Lord, muſt I, then, Im». 
pute your deſire of knowing mine?” _ 

To an unaffected intereſt i in Miſs An- TY 
ville's welfare,” 

Such an intereſt,” faid Sir Clement, ; 
dryly, Kis, indeed, very generous: but, 


„lover —” 

n. «Sir Clement,” e his: Land 
ſhip, „I know your inference: and l ack- 
nowledge I have not the right of enquiry 
which any of thoſe three titles bellow, 
and yet I confeſs the warmeſt wiſhes to 
ſerve ar, and 0 ſee her err. Will 


L 7 yo, 


except in a father, — a brother, — or a is 
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you, then, excuſe me, if! take the Liber 
5 0 to repeat my queſtion? ? i 

Jes, if your Lordſhip will excuſe my 
repeating that I think it a rather extraordi- 
nary one.” 

«It may be fo” faid Lord Orville; 
ce but this young lady ſeems to be peculi 
arly ſituated; ſhe is very young, very iu- 
experienced, yet appears to be left totally 

to her own direction, She does not, 
believe, ſee the dangers to which ſhe is 
expoſed, and I will own to You. 1 feel a 
ſtrong deſire to point them ou.“ 
I don't rightly underſtand 1 your Lord 
| ſhip, — but I think you cannot mean to 
Prejudice her againſt me?” 
Aer ſentiments of you, Sir, are a 
much unknown to me, as your intentions 
towards her, Perhaps, were I acquainted 
with either, my officiouſneſs might be at 
an end: but I preſume not to al k upon 
what terms —? 3 
Heere he ſtopped; and Sir Clement fid 6 
„Jou know, my Lord, I am not given 
to deſpair; I am by no means ſuch a pup- 
py as to tell you I am 54% 9285 1 
however, perſeverance — $5 


\ 21 


« You 
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vere?” 
am, my Lord,” 


_ «Pardon me, then, Sir Clement, EI. 
ſpeak to you with freedom. This young 
lady, though ſhe ſeems alone, and, in 


lome mers, unprotected, is not entire- 
ly without friends; ſhe has been extreme- 


tion, however exalted: is ſuch a young 
Sir, are well known.” 


underſtanding, and 10540 no counſellor.” 


never faw equalled,” 


id, « My Lord,” cried Sir Clement, warm- 
ven ly, © your praiſes make me doubt your 
up- diſintereſtedneſs, and there exiſts not tie 
and, man whol would fo unwillingly have for | 
rival as yourſelf, But you muſt give 


5 mo | 


«You are, then, determined to  perſe- 5 


7 well educated, and accuſtomed to good | 15 
company; ſhe has a natural love of vir- 
tue, and a mind that might adorn any ſta - 


lady, Sir Clement, a proper object to trifle = 
with? — for your principles, excuſe me, : 


„As to that, my Lord, let Miſs An- 
ville look to herſelf; ſhe has an excellent 


„Her underſtanding ij is, indeed, excel- 
at lent; but ſhe is too young for ſuſpicion, | 
on Wand has an artleſſneſs of e that L 
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me leave to fay, you have greatly decir 


ed me in regard to this affair.” 


«How fo, Sir?” cried Lord Orville 
with equal warmth. 


«You were pleaſed, my Lord,” an- 
ſwered Sir Clement, *upon our firſt con- | 
verſation concerning this young lady, to 
ſpeak of her in terms by no means ſuited 


to your preſent encomiums; you faid ſhe Wi 1 
Was a poor, weak, ignorant girl, and! b 
had great reaſon to believe you had a moſt n 
coutemptuous opinion of her,” h: 
Et is very true,” aid Lord Orville, ” 
« that I did not, at our firſt acquaintance, ch 
do juflice to the merit of Miſs Anviile; ar 
but I knew not, then, how new ſhe was | 
to the world; at preſent, however, 1 am Ml fra 
convinced, that whatever might appear I tl 
ſtrange in her behaviour, was ſimply the WW ſex, 
effect of inexperience, timidity. and a re all 
tired education; for I find her informed, Nupo 


ſenſible, and intelligent. She is not, in» Neven 
deed, like moſt modern young ladies, to 
be known in half an hour; her model! 
worth, and fearful excellence, require 
f both time and encouragement to ſhew 
3 8 then 
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themſelves. She does not, beautiful as 


ſhe 15, ſeize the ſoul by ſurpriſe, but, 
with more dangerous faſcination, ſne 
ſteals it almoſt imperceptibly,” _ 
«Enough, my Lord,” cried Sir Cle- 
ment, * your ſolicitude for her welfare is 
now ſufficiently explained.“ 


„My friendſhip and eſteem. returned i 
Lord Orville, «I do not wiſh to diſguiſe; 


but allure yourſelf, Sir Clement, I ſhould : 


not have troubled you upon this ſubject, 
had Miſs Anville and I ever converſed but 
as friends. However, ſince you do not 
chuſe to avow your intentions, we muſt 


drop the tubject.” EY 


« My 3 cried he, 21 will 
frankly own, are hardly known to myſelf. 
think Miſs Anville the lovelieſt of her 
ſex, and, were | a marrying man, ſhe, of 
all the women I have feen, I would fix 
upon for a wife: but | believe that not 


eren the philoſophy of your Lordſhip 


would recommend to me a connection of 
hat ſort, with a girl of obſcure birth, who- 
ſe only dowry is her beauty, and who is 
widently in 8 ſlate of dependency.” F 


Sir 1 
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and finding my apprehenſions of danger 

were groundleſs, retired haſtily into ano- 

ther walk, and ſoon after came to give, me 
this account. 


Clement! ſo deſigning, though ſo eaſy; 


tell me if he is not the nobleſt of men? — 
and if you can either wonder at, or blame 
my admiration? 
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Sir Clement,“ cried Lord Orville, with 
ſome heat, we will diſcuſs this point ug 
further; we are both e and muſt 


act for anole 


Here Mrs. Selwyn, fearing a ſurpriſe, 


Good Heaven, what” a man is this Sir 


ſo deliberately artful, though ſo Aighty! 
_ Greatly, however, is he miſtaken, all con WW + 
fident as he ſeems; for the girl, obſcure, Wl b 
poor, dependent as ſhe is, far from wi! n 
ing the honour of his alliance, would nat 
only now, but always have rejected it. 
As to Lord Orville. but 1 ls not 4 
truſt my pen to mention him, — tell uM 1, 


my dear Sir, what you think of him? — 


'The idea of being ſeen by either party 
immediately after ſo ſingular a conver 


tion, Was both awkward and dillreſliogt 
1 
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Orville, and was evidently diſturbed in his 
mind. Whenever he ſpoke to me, I tur- 


lon ver. 


never quitted Mrs. Selwyn, 


me; London. 


me; but IWas obliged to appear at Sumer 5 
Sir Clement, I ſaw, was abſent and un- 
ealy; he watched me, he watched Lord 


ned from him with undiſguiſed d:{dain, 
for I am too much irritated againſt him, 
to bear with his ill meant aſſiduities any 8 


But. not once, not a moment did 1 
dare meet the eyes of Lord Orville! All 
conſciouſneſs myſelf, I dreaded his pene- 
tration, and directed mine every way — 
but towards his. The reſt of the d 1 


Adieu, my dear Sir: to-morrow I ex- 
pect your directions whether I am- to 18. 
nat turn to Berry Hill, or once more to viſit 5 
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This morning, though I did not go 


LETELK. xv. 


Evelina in continuation, 


OA. 6th, | 


_ Mod cow, m my del Sir, if the per- 


turbation of my ſpirits will allow me, | 
will finil h my laſt letter from Caiſron 


down ſtairs early, Lord Orville was the 
only perſon in the parlour when I entered 


— it. I felt no ſmall confuſion at leeing him 
alone, after having fo long and ſucceſs ful 


5 y avoided ſuch a meeting. As ſoon as 
e uſual compliments were over, I would 


have left the room, but he ſtopped me by 


ſaying, 1 I diſturb you, Miß Ain 


am gone.” | 
« My Lord, ” ſaid I. rather bm 
41 did not mean to ſtay.” 


Ee] flattered myſelf,” cried he, 
Thould have had a moment's 3 


; with you.” 


4 


1 
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1 1 185 turned back; and he foamed b 
himſelf in ſome perplexity : but after a 
ſhort pauſe, * You are very good, » fad. 


he, **to indulge my requeſt; I have, in- 
deed, for ſome time paſt, molt ardently 
defired an opportunity of peaking. to 
you.” 


he went on. 


«You allowed me, adam, a [T8 dave 35 
ſince, you allowed me to lay claim to 
your friendſhip, — to intereſt myſelf in 
your affairs, — to call you by the affectio- 
nate title of ſiſter; — and the honour you 
did me, no man could have been more 


ſenſible of; I am ignorant, therefore, how 
| have den ſo unfortunate as to forſeit it: 
— but; at preſent, all is changed! you fly 
me, — your averted eye {huns to meet 
mine, and you ſedulouſ ly avoid my con- 
verfation,” „ 

| was extremely 6 at this 


grave, and but too juſt accuſation, and I 
am ſure 1 muſt look very ez — but 


| made no anſwer. 
ou will not, I hope,” continued he, 


*condemn me unheard; it there 18 any 
VNN thing 


Again * pauſed; but [ laid nothing, ſo 8 


— — — 


once with ſhame and gratitude, your 
too, too great politeneſs oppreſſes me! — 


dreamt of offence; — if there is any par 


ing, 1 don't, —T can't, — indeed, my 


5 Lord — 


ce and aſhamed to be ſo ent, < — yet! 


Kr ³˙¹äm˙ rr rr EE  OOCIInS —— _ — 
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b thing 1 have done, — or any thing fav 
neglected, tell me, I beſeech you, what, 
and it ſhall be the whole ſtudy of my 


thoughts how to deſerve your pardon.” 
„Oh my Lord,” cried I, penetrated a 


you have done nothing, — I have never 


don to be aſked, it is rather for me, than WM |. 
for you to aſk it.” 1 
Lou are all ſweetneſs and Son elde 
fon!” cried he, and I flatter myſelf you fo 
will again allow me to claim thoſe title; 
which I find myſelf ſo unable to forego. | 
et, occupied as l am with an idea which r 
gives me the ſevereſt unęaſineſs, I hope oy 
you will not think me impertinent, if | Iu! 
ſtill ſolicit, ſtill entreat, nay implore you, ® 
to tell me, to wht your late ſudden, Ul 
and to me moſt paiaſul, reſerve Was * 


owing?” $285 
«Indeed, my Lond „ ſaid I Sinn 


am ſorry to aügreß your” ſaid he 


non 
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know not how to be ſatisfied while in 
ignorance,. — and the time when the chan- 
ge happened, makes me apprehend — 
may I, Miſs Anville, tell you what 1 it ma- 
kes me apprehend?” 
« Certainly, my Lord,” 
„Tell me, then, — and pardon a 
queſtion moſt eſſentially important to me; 
— Had, or had not, Sir Clement Wil- 
loughby any ſ hare 3 in cauſing your inquie- 
woot”: - > 
«No, my Lord,” Ig 1. with 
firmneſs, none in the world” 
A thouſand, thouſand thanks!” cried 
he: * you have relieved me from a weight 
of conjecture which 1 ſupported very pain- 
Juily, But one thing more; is it, in any 
meaſure, to Sir Clement that I may attri- 
bute the alteration in your behaviour. to 
myſelf, which I could not but obſerve, be- 
gan the yery day of his arrival at the Hot- 
wells?“ 
«To Sir 8 my 151 „ ſaid L 
*2ttribute nothing. He is the laſt man in 
the world who would have auy influence 
over wy: conduct.” 5 
M 2 = «And 


| ſhare of confidence and favour, with which 


room, where, indulging my reflection, 


me, I remained very quietly, till I recei 
| ved your moſt kind letter. 


her are the bleſſings you pour upon her 


Ah, Guardian, Friend, Protector of my 
youth, — by whom my helpleſs infancy 


ry life preſerved, — you are the Parent 


vo w eternal duty, grati-ade, and affection: 
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„And will you, then, reſtore to me that 


you honoured me before he came?” 


Juſt then, to my great relief, — for ! f 
knew not what to ſay, — Mrs. Beaumont: 
opened the door, and in a few minutes we 


went to breakfaſt. e £ 


Lord Orville was all gaiety; ; never dil Ne 


I ſee him more lively or more agreeable, WMll k 
Very ſoon after, Sir Clement barry tc 
by called, to pay his reſpects; he ſaid, t 


Mrs. Beaumont. I then came to my own 


which now ſoothed, and now alarmel 


Oh Sir, how ſweet are the prayers y you 
offer for your Evelina! how grateful to 


head! — You commit me to my real parent. 


was cheriſhed, my mind formed, my ve 


my heart acknowledges, and to you dol 


— 


> 
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terview With more fear than hope; but 
important as is this ſubject, I am juſt now 
wholly engrotied with another, which * 
muſt haſten to communicate. 


1 immediately acquainted Mrs. Selwyn 
with the purport of your letter, She was 
charmed to find your opinion agreed with 
her own, and ſettled that we ſhould go to 
town to-morrow morning; and a chaiſe 
is actually ordered to be here by one 
o'clock. 


She then deſired me to pack up my 


| Wl cloaths; and faid ſhe muſt go, herſelf, to 

. nale ſpeeches, and tell lies to Mrs. Beau- 
mont. NT 

Ou When 1 went down * to 1 


to Lord Orville, who was {till in excellent 
ir Wſpirits, reproached me for ſecluding my- 
at. Welt ſo much from the company, He fat, 


my next me, — he world ſit next me, — at ta- 


icy ble; and he might, I am ſure, repeat what 
ve. Ihe once ſaid of me before, that he almoſt. 


rent exhauſted hamſelf in | fruitleſs endeavours to 


Jo | entertain me; — for, indeed, 1 was not 
on! ſto be entertained: I was totally ſpiritleſs 
- 1 M 3 on 


Took forward to the epproaching in- 
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and dejected; the Nes of the approaching 


meeting, — and oh, Sir, the idea of the 
approaching parting, — gave a heavineſs 


to my heart, that 1 could neither conquer 
nor repreſs. I even regretted the half ex- 
planation that had paſſed, and wifhed Lord 
Orville had ſupported his own reſerve, 
and ſuffered me to ſupport mine. 


However, when, during dinner, Ms. 


Beaumont ſpoke of our journey, my gra 
vity was no longer ſingular; a cloud in- 
ſtantly overſpread the countenance of 

Lord Orville, and he became nearly as 
| thoughtſul and as ſilent as myſelf, 


We all went together to the drawing: 
room. After a ſhort and unentertaining 


converſation, Mrs. Selwyn ſaid ſhe mull 
prepare for her journey, and begged me 
to ſee for ſome books (he had left i in the 
Parler. 

And here, while I was lookive FE 
them, I was followed by Lord Orville, 


He ſhut the door after he came in, and ap- 


proaching me with a look of great anxie- 
ty, ſaid, “Is this true, Miſs 8 are 
| you going?” e 


«] 


* 183 * 
„ believe ſo, my Lord, F ſaid 1 full 
looking for the books. N 
So ſuddenly, fo unexpededly muſt 1 
loſe you?” 

«No great loſs, my Lord,” cried I, en- 
deavouring to ſpeak chearfully. 

s it poſſible,” ſaid he gravely, © Miſs 
Anville can doubt my mcenty}” 
I can't imagine,” cried I, what Mart. 
Selwyn has done with theſe books.“ 


«Would to Heaven,” continued he, «x 1 


might flatter myſelf you would allow me 
to prove it?” 55 
Il muſt run up Nlairs,” cried . ds 
confuſed, © and aſk what {he has done 
With then” , 
«You are going, then,” cried he, taking 
my hand, (and you give me not the ſmall- 
eſt hope of your return! — will you not, 
then, my too lovely friend! — will you 
not, at leaſt, teach me, with "Wir? li- 
ke your own, to ſupport your abſence?? 
My Lord,” cried I, endeavouring ts 
a5 my hand: «pray let me go!” 
<] will,” cried he, to my inexpreſſible 
conſuſion, dropping on one knee, Sit you | 
wil h to leave me!” 


1 
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0 Oh, my Lord, 255 Exelalnied L «rife, 1 


| befecch you, riſe!— ſucha poſſure to me! 


= ſurely your Lordſhip is not To cruel as 
to mock me!” 

« Mock you!” repeated he elle 
no, I revere you! Jeſteem and I admire 
you above all human beings! you are the 
friend to whom my foul is attached as to 
its better half! you are the moſt amiable, 


the moſt perfect of women! and you are 


dearer to me than language has the power 
5 of telli ing. 15 

Lattempt n not to W my ſenſations 
at that moment; 1 ſcarce breathed; 1 


doubted if I exiſted, — the blood forfook 


: my cheeks, and my feet refuſed to ſuſtain 
ine: Lord Orville, haſtily riſing, ſuppor- 
ted me to a chair, upon which l ſunk, al- 


moſt lifeleſs. 


Por a few minutes, we Baer of us 
ſpoke; and then, ſeeing me recover, Lord 
Orville, though in terms hardly articulate, 
entreated my pardon for his abruptnels, 
The moment my ſtrength returned, I at- 
tempted t to riſe, but he would not t permit 
me. 


5 Big: 
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1 vin Write the ſcene that followed, 
though every word is engraven on my 
heart: but his proteſtations, his expres- 
ſions, were too flattering for repetition: 
nor would he, in ſpite of my repeated ef- 


in ſhort, my dear Sir, I was not proof 


againſt his ſolicitations — and he drew 
from me the moſt ſacred. ſecret of my 


dart! E 


I know not how hop we were toge- 5 
45 bel. ord Orville was upon his knees, 


when the door was opened by Mrs. Sel- 
poſſible z — I ſnatched my hand from . ord 


cing us both in ſilence. 


1 Wl fiically, „have you been fo good as to 
„ belp Miſs Anville to look for my books?” 
Ves, Madam, «anſwered he, attempt- 


„ing to rally, and I hope we ſ hall ſoon 
uit i be able to find them.“ 


door Lordſ wy: is extremely kind, „ 
1 + os 7 


forts to leave him, ſuffer me to eſcape;— 


wyn!— To tell you, Sir, the ſhame with 
which I was overwhelmed, would be im- 


Orville, — he, roo, ſtarted and roſe, and 
Mrs, Selwyn, for ſome inſtants, flood fa - 


At laſt, « My Lord, Is. ſaid ſhe, FRO | 
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aid ſ be, dryly, «but I can by 1 no means 


conſent to take up any more of your 
time.“ Then, looking on the window: 
ſeat, ſhe preſently found the books, and 
added, Come, here are juſt three, and 
| ſo, like the ſervants in the Drummer, this 
important affair may give employment to 
us all,” She then preſented one of them 
to Lord Orville, another to me, and tak- 
ing a third herſelf, with a moſt proving 
look, ſhe left the room. 

I Would inſtantly have followed her: 
but Lord Orville, who could not help 
laughing, begged me to ſtay a minute, a 
he had many important matters to diſculs, 
No, indeed, my Lord, I cannot, — 
perhaps I have already ſtayed too long.” 


«Does Miſs Anville ſo ſoon repent ber 


goodneſs?” 
e ſcarce know what! do, wy 'Lord, = 
Lam quite bewildered!” _ 
One hour's converſation,” ied he 
«will, I hope, compoſe your ſpirits, and 
confirm my happineſs. When, then, may 

I hope to ſee you alone? — ſhall you 
|. walk in the garden to-morrow before 
breakfaſt?” ? 

; «No, 


"167 <Þ 
«No, no, my Lord; you muſt not, a 


appot ntiment. 0 


*reſerve that honour only for Mr. Ma- 
cartney ?” 


„Mr. Macartney.,” foid I, “is poar, 
and thinks himſelf obliged to me; other- 


vile — 


ment?“ 


« My Lord, I can a W no 9 
Mrs. Selwyn will loſe all patience.” 


« Neprive her not of the pleaſure of her 


Mrs. Selwyn's care?“ 
«Only for the preſent, my Led . 


5 ly on herſelf, or whether there is any other 


know myſelf to whom I moſt belon Cy: 


ſecond time, 1 ine With makingan 


«Do you then,” ſaid he, laughing, 


.o6 5 0550 he, 6 [will not late — 
but if being obliged to you has any wei ight, 
who ſhall diſpute my title to an pan : 


conjeclures; — but, tell me, are you under 


Not a few are the queſtions I have to 
* aſk Miſs Anville: among them, the moſt 


1d important is, whether ſhe depends whol- 


perſon for whoſe intereſt I muſt ſolicit?” 
„ hardly know, my Lord, I hardly 


K Sul. 
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60 Suffer, later me, then,” ied he, 
with warmth, **to haſten the time when 


y 
that ſhall no longer admit a doubt! — c 
when your grateful Orville may call you 5 
all his own!” _ 8 
At length, but with ifficuley, 1 broke . 
from boom,” - 1 went, however, to my 61 
own room, for I was too much agitated 
to follow Mrs. Selwyn. Good God, my i0 
dear Sir, what a ſcene! ſurely the meet- 
ing for which I ſhall prepare to-morrow, 10 
cannot ſo greatly affect me! To be loved 
by Lord Orville, — to be the honoured . 
choice of his noble heart, — my happinels T 
ſeemed too infinite to be borne, and l 
 vept, even bitterly | wept, from the ex. my 
cels of joy which overpowered me. _— 
In this ſtate of almoſt painful felicity, "ol 
I continued, till I was ſummoned to tea, 
When 1 re-entered the drawing- -room, I 05 
rejoiced much to find it full of company, .* 
as the confuſion with which I met Lord c 
Orville was rendered the leſs obſervable. Ml haſt 
Immediately after tea, moſt of the com- ¶ no c 
| pany played at cards, — and then — and and 
till ſupper- time, Lord Orville devoted will 
himſelf . to me. 55 happ 


He 
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Us fa that my eyes were red, and 
would not let me reſt till he had made me . 
confeſs the cauſe; and when, though 
moſt reluctantly, I had acktiowled ged my 
weakneſs, I could with difficulty "efrain 
from weeping again at the — he 
expreſſed. 

He earneſily defired to know if my 
journey could not be poſtponed; and 
when I ſaid no, entreated ana o - 
attend me to town. _— 
«Oh, my Lord,” Cried . „What a ro. 
queſt!” 3 c 
The ſooner,” anfirered he, «] 1 5 5 
my devotion to you public, the ſooner 1 
may expect, from your delicacy, you will 
convince the world 1210 encourage Bo 
mere danglers.“ | 

«You teach me, then, my Lord, the i in 
e | might expect, if l complied, ” 


And can you wonder I ſhould "1 to 
haſten the happy time, when no ſcruples, 
no diſcretion will demand our ſeparation? 
and when the moſt punclilious delicacy 
will rather promote, than oppoſe, my 
happineſs i in attending you?” 


je . To 
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To this 1 was Get, and he re-urgel 
His requeſt. - 
My Lord,” faid I, « you aſk what | 


have no power to grant. This journey 


will deprive me of all right to act for my: | 


ſelf.” 

. « What does Miſs Anville mean?” 

«I cannot now explain myſelf; indeed, 
if] could, the taſ k would be both pail 
and tedious.” 

0 Mits Anville,” wie he, „When 
may I hope to date the period of this my. 
flery? when flatter myſe FF that my promil 
ed friend will indeed honour me with her 

confidence??? 

---- le Lord,” faid . a mean not to 
affect any myſter v. — but my affairs are 
ſo circumſtanced, that a long and molt 
unhappy ſtory can alone explain them, 

However, if a ſhort ſuſpenſe will give 
_ your Lordſhip any uneaſineſs, —” = 
My beloved Miſs Anville,” bY he, 
eagerly, *pardon my impatience! — You 

hall tell me nothing you would wif: to 

conceal, — I will wait your own time 

. "For information, and truſt to Your £ cool 

nels for 1 its ſpeed. „C 
«'] jen 


** 19 
« There is nothing, my Lord, 1511 h 


to conceal, — to pofipone an e 
is all 1 deſire.“ 


| would permit him to write to me, and 
promiſe to anſwer his letters. 


A ſudden recollection of the two letters 


indeed, my Lord! —” _ 
«I am extremely ſorry, © faid he, gra- 


vely, „that you think me too preſum- | 


ptuous. I muſt own 1 had flattered my. 


ve been to incur your diſpleaſure,” 


readineſs to write to you?” 


epeated he; „you amaze me!” 


as s your nn then quite forgot 
00 1 = the 


He then requeſted, that, Glace l would 
not allow him to accompany me to town, 


which had already paſſed between us oc- 
curring to me, I haſtily anſwered, 0 No, 


ſelf, that to ſoften the inquietude of an 
abſence which ſeems attended by ſo many 
| inexplicable circumſtances, would not ha- 


This ſeriouſneſs hurt ine; and 1 could 
not forbear ſaying, © Can you indeed de- 
ſire, my Lord, that I ſhould, a ſecond 
time, expoſe myſelf, by an unguarded 


A ſecond time! unguarded readineſs. ! a | 
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the foolif h letter 1 was * imprudent as to 
ſend you when in town?” 

I have not the leaſt idea,” cried he, 
„of what you mean,” 

«Why then, my Lord,” faid I, &we 
had better let the ſubject drop.” 
Empoſſible!“ cried he, I cannot rel 

without an explanation!“ 
And then, he obliged me to 8 very 
openly of both the letters; but, my deat 
Sir, imagine my ſurpriſe, when he aſſur 
ed me, in the moſt ſolemn manner, that 
far from having ever written me a ſingle 
line, he had never received, teen, or heard 
of my letter! _ 

This ſubject, which cute mutual aſt 
nichment and perplexity to us both, euti 
rely engroſſed us for the reſt of the even- ; 
ing; and he made me promiſe to ſhew TOs 
. bin the letter I had received in his name Sal 
_ to-morrow morning, that he might er- 
5 deavour to diſcover the author. 
After ſupper, the converſation became 
- general. 

And now, my deareſt Sir may L no 
call for your congratulations upon the 


events of this rt A day never to be ie. 
: cob 


7 
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collected by me but with the moſt grate- 
ful joy! I know how much you are in- 
clined to think well of Lord Orville, 1 
cannot, therefore, apprehend that my 
ſrankneſs to him will diſpleaſe you. Per- 
haps the time is not very diſtant when 
your Evelina's choice may receive the ſan · 


ction of her beſt friend's judgment and 


approbation, — which ſeems now v all us 


has to wiſh! 


In regard to the change in my ſituation 
which muſt firſt take place, ſurely I can- 
not be blamed for what has paſſed; the 
| partiality of Lord Orville muſt not only 
rellect honour upon me, but upon all to 
whom I do, or may belong. 


Adieu, moſt dear Sir. 1 wil Write 
again when I arrive at nd, : 


Oe e 
LE T TEA XVI. 
Eyelina in continuation. 

8 | Clifton, October 7th, 


Y will fee, my dear Sir, that I was 
mutaken in ſuppoſing I ſhould write ng 
more from this place, where my reſiden. 
ce, now, ſeems more uncertain than ever, 
This morning, during breaktail, Lord 
Orville took an opportunity to beg me, in 
a love voice, to allow him a moment's 
converſation before 1 left Clifton; May 
I hope,“ added he, that you will ſtrole 
Into the garden after breakfaſt?” _ 
I made no anſwer, but I believe my 
looks gave no denial; for, indeed, I much 
wiſhed to be ſatisfied concerning the let. 
ter. The moment, therefore, that I could 
quit the parlour, Iran up ſtairs for my er 
laſh; but before IJ reached my room, Mrs. 
Selwyn called after me, If you are going 
to walk, Miſs Anville, be ſo good as t 
bid Jeuny bring down my hat, and Tl 


accompany you,” 


— — — 


| 
, 
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very much Atcomderted. turned into 

| the drawing - room, Without making any 
anſwer, and there! hoped to wait unſeen, 
till he had otherwiſe diſpoſed of berſeif, 
But, in a few minutes, the door opened, 

| and Sir Clement Willoughby entered, 


Starting at the ſight of him, in 181 
| haſtily, I let drop the letter which I ha 
brought for Lord Orville's inſpection, and, 
before I could recover it, Sir Clement, 
ſpringing forward, had it in his hand. 
He was juſt preſenting it to me, and, at 
the ſame time, enquiring after my health, 


wh-n the ſignature caught his ey e, and he 
read aloud © Orville.“ 


lendeavoured, eagerly, to ſnatch it bom x 
him, but he would not permit me, and. 
holding it faſt, in a paſſionate manner ex- 


claimed, „Good God, Miſs Anville, is 


It poſſible you can value foch a letter a as 
this?“ . 


The elne furoriles ** BR Sr 
ed me, and | was too much aſhamed to 
anſwer kim; but finding he made an at- 
empt to er it, I prevented him, "nd 
chemently demanded him to return it. 
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«Tell me firſt, 6s ſaid he, holding it 


above my reach, «tell me if you have 
ſince, received any more letters from the 


ſame perſon?” 

«No, indeed,” cried I, never! ꝰ 5 

« And will you alſo, ſweeteſt of vo- 
men, promiſe that you never 9 receive 


any more? Say that, and vou Will ako 
me the happieſt of men.” 


„Sir Clement,” cried I, greatly con- 


fuſed, pray give me the letter.” 


: « And will you not firſt ſatisfy my 


doubts? — will you not relieve me ſrom 
the torture of the moſt diſtracting ſuſpen- 
ſe? — tell me but that the deteſted Orvil le 
has written to you no more!“ 


« Sir Clement,” cried I, angrily, * you 


| have no right to make any conditions, — 
fo pray give me the letter directly.“ 


Why fuch ſolicitude about this hate- 


ful letter? can it poſſibly deſerve your 
_ eagerneſs? tell me, with truth, with ſin- 


cerity tell me: Does it really n merit the 


leaſt anxiety?” 


«No matter, Sir,“ wried 10 in great 


perplexity, the letter i is mino. and the⸗ 
. refore —_ 1 


. 
ef muſt conclude, then,” ſaid he, 
«that the letter deſerves your utmoſl con- 
tempt, — but that the name of Orville is 
{uthcient to make you prize it.” 


«Sir Clement,” cried I, colouring, you 


are quite — you are very much — wy 
letter is not —” 


0 Miſs Anville,” ad he, « you 
bluſh! — you ſtammer! — Great Heaven 4 
it is then all 28 I feared!” 


e! know not,” cried T, half Frightened, 7 
«what you mean; but I beſeech you to 
vive me the letter, and to compoſe Your- 
elf” 

«The letter ” 8 he, gnaſ hing his 
teeth, you Thall never ſee more! You | 
ought to have burat it the moment you 
lad read it!” And in an inſtant, he tore 
it into a thouſand pieces. ; 


Alarmed at a fury fo :adecently outra- 
geous, I would have run out of the room; 
but he caught hold of my gown, and 
cried, Not yet, not yet muſt you go! 1 
am but half mad yet, and you muſt ſhy 
to finiſh your work. Tell me, there- 
fore, does Orville know your fatal partia- 

. lity? 5 
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lity? — Say yes,” added he, trembling 
With paſſion, Land 1 will fly you for 


ever?” 
«For Heaven's ſake, Sir Clement” 


cried I, ©releaſe me! — if you do nor, 


you will force me to call for help.” 


„Call then” cried he, “ jnexorable and 
moſt unfeeling girl; call, if you pleaſe, 


and bid all the world witneſs your tri. 
umph; — but could ten worlds obey your 


call, I would not part from you till you 


had anſwered me. Tell me, then, does 
_ Orville know you love him?” 55 


At any otner tine, an enquiry ſo orok 


would have given me inexpreſſible confu- 
ſion; but now, the wildneſs of his man 
ner terrified me, and 1 only ſaid, * What: 
ever you. wiſh to know, Sir Clement,! 
will tell you another timez but for the 


preſent, I entreat you to let me go?” 


Enough,“ cried he, «1 underſtand 
vou! — the art of Orville has prevail 
ed; — cold, inanimate, phlegmatic as he 


is, you have rendered him the moſt en- 
vied of men! — One thing more, and! 
f have done: — — = Will he marry you?” 


What 
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 Wlata q eſtion! my cheeks glow ed 
with indign tion, and I felt too proud to 
make any aul wet. 

«1 ſee, I ſee how it is,” cried he. alter. 
a ſhort pauſe, *and I find I am undone 
for ever!” Then, letting looſe my gown, 
he put his hand to his forehead, and walk- 
ed up and down the room in a FP and 
acitated manner. 7 

Though now at ly to go, 1 bad 


dent diſtreſs excited all my compaſſion. 
And this was our ſituation, when Lady 
Louiſa, Mr. Coverley , and Mrs. Beau- | 
mont entered the room. 
Sir Clement Willoughby ,” fod the 
latter, I beg 8 for waking) you Wait | 
lo long, but 
She had not time for another words 
dir Clement, too much diſordered to 
know or care what he did, ſnatched up 
his hat, and, bruſhing boſtily paſt her, 
liew down alrs: and out of the houſe. 
And with him went my ſincereſt pity, 
1 tough I earneſtly hope I ſhall fee him 
"Woo more. But what, my dear Sir, am 1 
0 conclude from his ſtrange ſpeeches con- 
„ N 4 cerning 


not the courage to leave him: for his evi- 
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ver wy any thing ſo monſtrous in my 
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cerning the letter? PEG! 1t not ſeem as if 
he Was himſelf the author of it? How elſe 
| ſhould he be ſo well acquainted with the 


contempt it merits? Neither do I know 
another human being who could ſerve any 
intereſt by ſuch a deception. I remen- 


ber, too, that juſt as I had given my own 
letter to the maid, Sir Clement came into 


the ſhop; probably he prevailed upon 


her, by ſome bribery, to give it to him, 


and afterwards, by the fame means, to 


deliver to me an anſwer of his own writ- 


ing. Indeed I can in no other manner 


account for this affair. Oh, Sir Clement, 


were you not yourſelf unhappy, I know 


not how I could pardon an artifice that 


has cauſed me ſo much uneaſineſs! 


His abrupt departure occaſioned a kind 


of general conſternation. 


Very extraordinary behaviour this! 


: cried Mrs. Beaumont. 


«Fgad,” ſaid Mr, Coverley, « the Bu 


ronet has a mind to tip us a touch of the 
heroicks this morning! 5 


4 declare,” cried Lady Levi; ane. 


ble! 


ne 


my 
fe! 
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life! its quite abominable, — I fancy the 


man's mad; — I'm ſure he has given me WY 


a ſhocking fright!” 
Soon after, Mrs, Selwyn came up Nairs, 
with Lord Merton. The former, advan- 


cing haſtily to me, ſaid, © Miſs Anville, 17 
have you an almanack?” ? 


«Me! — no, Madam” 
«Who has one, then?“ | 
« Egad,” cried Mr. Coverley, 1 ne- 
ver bought one in my life; it would make 
me quite melancholy to have ſuch a time- | 
keeper in my pocket. I would as ſoon 
walk all day before an hour- glaſs” “. 
„Jou are in the right, ” ſaid Mrs. Sel- 


wyn, * not to watch time, leſt you ſhould 5 


be betrayed, unawares, into reflectiog | 
how you employ WE OR. 

Egad, Ma'am,“ eried hs, «if Tims 
thought no more of me, Fe I do of Ti- 
me, I believe I ſhould bid defiance, for 
one while, to old age and wrinkles, — 
for deuce take me if ever | think about i it 
at all.” 5 


«Pray, Mr. Conerley, ſaid Mrs. Sel- 


wyn, *why do you think it neceſſary 0 5 


tell me this ſo often? = 
| -N «Of. 
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«Often!” he, gad, Ma- 
dam, I don't know why I faid it now, — 
but Vm ſure I can't recollect that ever 1 
owned as much before.” 


Ou ned it before!“ cried che, * why, 
my dear Sir, you own it all diy long; 


for every word, every look, every action 
pr oclaims it. 


I know not if he viedertivod the fall fe- 
verity of her ſatire, but he only turned 


off with a laugh? and ſhe then applied to 
Mr. Lovel, and af ked it he had an alma- 
nack? 


Me. b who always looks —_ 


when {he tis him. with ſome heſi- 


tation anſwered, I aſſure you, Ma'am, 


I have no manner of antipathy to an al- 
manack, — none in the leaſt, — 1 affure 
you; — I dare fay I have Gur or five” 


Four or five! — pray may I af K what 


uſe you make of ſo many?“ 


«Uſe! — really, Ma'am, as to that, — 


I don't make any particular ule of them, 


— but one muſt have them, to tell one 
the day of the month, — I'm ſure, elſe, 
I ſhould never keep it in my head.“ 

* And does your time paſs ſo ſinoothly 


u n- 
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unmarked that, without an almanack, 


you could not diſtin guiſh one day from 


another?“ 


„Really, Ma'am,” cried he, colouring, 
4 don't fee any thing ſo very particular 


in having a few almanacks; other people 
have them, I believe, as well as me.“ 


Don't be offended,” cried ſhe, «1 
have but made a littie digreſſion. All 1 


Want to know, is the (tate of the moon, 

E ſor if it is at the full I ſhall be ſaved a 
world of conjectures, and know at once 
to what cauſe to attribute the inconſiſten- 
cies I have witneſſed this morning, In the 


firſt place, I heard Lord Orville excuſe 
himſelf from going out, becauſe he had 


buſineſs of importance to tranſact at ho- 


me, — yet have J ſeen him ſauntering alo- 


ne in the garden this half- hour. Miſs An- 


ville, on the other hand, I invited to walk 
out with me; and, after ſeeking hier every 
where round the houſe, I find her quietly 
ſeated in the drawing - room. And but a 
few minutes ſince, Sir Clement Willough- 
by, with even more than his uſual polite- 
neſs, told me he was come to ſpent the 
VVV 
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morning here, —. when, juſt now, I met | 
him flying down ſtairs, as if purſued by 
the Furies; and, far from repeating his 
compliments, or making any excule, he 
did not even anſwer a queſtion 1 aſkel 
him, but ruſhed paſt me, with the rapi. 
dity of a thief from a bailiff!” 

MT: proteſt, » faid Mrs. Beaumont, *[ 
can't think what he meant; ſuch rudeneh 
from a man of any family is Ju ova 

prehenſible.. “ 
˙»u„Afjyj hed: Lady Lui to 
== Lord Merton, «do you know he did the 
ſame by me? — I was juſt going to aſk 
him what was the matter, but he ran paſt 
me ſo quick, that I declare he quite daz:- 
led my eyes, You can't think, my Lord, 
| how he frighted me; I dare ſay I look as 
ale — don't I look very pale, my Lord!” 

„our Ladyſhip,” faid Mr. Lovel, & ſo 

| well becomes the lilies, that the roles 

might bluſh to ſee themſelves ſo excelled.” 

| «Pray, Mr. Lovel,” ſaid Mrs. Selwyn, 

Leif the wakes ſhould bluſh, how would 
you find it out?? 

Egad,“ cried Mr. PE WY 1 ſup 


1 poſe _ muſt bluſ by as | the ſaying is, 
e © BM 
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like a blue dog, — — - for they are red alrea- 
dy.“ 

1 Prithee, N 8 ſaid 1 Merton, 
don't you pretend to talk about bluſhes, 
that never knew what they were in your 
lite.” 

*My Lord,” ſig Mrs. Selwyn, if ex- 
perience alone can juſtify mentioning them, 
what an admirable treatiſe upon the ſub- 
ject may we not expect from your Lord- 3 
Hap?” --- 

20 pray, Ma- * anſwered he, «Rick =_ | 
to Jack Coverley, — he's your only man; 14 
lor my part, I confeſs I have a mortal 
averſion to arguments. 14 

„O fie, my Lord,” cried Mrs. Selwyn, FT | 
6 ſenator of the nation! a member of 7 14 
the nobleſt parliament in the world! — \| | 

j 


and yet neglect the art of oratory? ? 
Why, faith, my Lord,” ſaid Mr. Lo- 
vel, „J think, in general, your Houſe is 
„» not much addicted to ſtudy: we of tho 
1, lower Houſe have indubitably moſt appli- 
d cation; and, if 1 did not ſpeak before a 
ſuperior power,” bowing low to Lord 
p- Merton, I ſhould preſume to add, we 
is, hae n the moſt able _— 
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Mr. Lovel,. ſaid Mrs. Selwyn, *you 


: | deſerve immortality for that diſcovery) 
But for this obſervation, and the confeſſion 
of Lord Merton, I proteſt I {hould have 


ſuppoſed that a peer of the realm, and an 


ö able logician, were ſynonymous terms” 


Lord Merton, turning upon his hee, 


: af ked Lady Louiſa, if . he {hould take the 


. air before dinner? 


Real! ly,“ anſwered 0 he, «] don: how! 


lm afraid its monſtrous hot; beſides,” 

(putting her hand to her e t 
half well; it's quite horrid to have ſuch 
weak nerves! — the leaſt thing in the 
world diſcompoſes me: I declare, that 


man's oddneſs has given me ſuch a ſhock, 


= don't know when I ſhall recover from 


But I'm a ſad weak creature, — dont 


— think I am, my Lata?” : 


0, by no means,” anſwered he, «your 
Ladyſ hip is merely delicate, — and devil 
take me if ever I had the leaſt pation for 
an Amazon.” 


have the hogows? to be quite of your 


Lordſ hip's opinion,” ſaid Mr. Lovel, looks 


ing malicioul ly at Mrs. ene «for J 
| haue 
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either ol body or mind, in a female.” 


chop wood, as hear her chop logic.” 


„So would every man in his ſenſes,” 


faid Lord Merton; „for a woman wants 
nothing to reconimend her but beauty and 
good. nature; in every thing elſe ſhe is ei · 
ther impertinent or unnatural. For ny 
part, deuce take me if ever I wiſh to hear 
a word of ſeule from : a Woman as a as 


L live! LY 


hoſpital of idiots,” _ 


wut How many enemies, , my dear Sir, Jo 


ok: Wl this unbounded ſeverity excite! Lord Mer. 
ton, however, only whiſUed; Mr. Cover . 


ler. 


has an inſuperable averſion to ſtrength 


„Faith, aud fo have I, » aid Mr. Cover 


ley; *for egad I'd as ſoon ſee a woman 


alt has always been hs ” Gaid 1 : 
Selwyn, looking round her with the ut- 
molt contempt, “that no man ought to be 
connected with a woman whoſe under- 
ſanding is ſuperior to his own. Now I 
very much fear, that to accommodate All 
ur Wl this good company, according to ſuch a 
vil Wl rule, would be utterly impracticable, un- 
or I les we ſhould chuſe ſubjects from Swift 5 


(| 
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ley ng and Mr. Lovel, after biting his 


lips ſome time, ſaid, Pon honour, that 
lady — if ſhe was Abt a lady, — I ſhould 
be half tempted to obſerve, — that there 
is ſomething, — in ſuch ſeverity, — tlat 


is rather, I muſt ſay, —rather — oddiſh,” 


Juſt then, a ſervant brought Lady Loui- 


 fanote, upon a walter, which is a cere- 

mony always uſed to her Ladyſhip; and 
1 took the opportunity of this interruption, 
to > ſieal out of the room. 


1 went immediately to the parlour, 


- which I found quite empty; for I did not 


dare walk in the garden after What Mrs, 


| Selwyn had ſaid. 


In a few minutes, a ſervant announced 


Mr, Macartney, ſaying, as he entered the 
room, that he would acquaint | Lord Oral 
| le he was there. 


Mr. Macartney rejoiced much at find: 


ing me alone. He told me he had taken 
the liberty to enquire for Lord Orville by 
Vay of pretext for coming to the houſe. 


I then very eagerly enquired if he had 


een his father. 


LI have, Madam,” faid he; dad the 


5 generous compaſſion you have ſhewn, 


made 
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made me haſten to acquaint you, that upon 
reading my unhappy mother's letter, lie 
did not heſitate to acknowledge me.?“ 

«Good God,” cried I, with no little 
emotion, Chow ſimilar are our circum- 
flances! And did he receive you kindly ?” 

«I could not, Madam, expect that he 
would: the cruel tranſaction which obli- 
ged me to fly Paris, was too recent in his 


memory,” 55 . 
„And, — have you ſeen the young 
No, Madam,“ faid he mournfully, 
« was forbid bete Ee 
_ «Forbid her fight! — and why 2 
partly, perhaps, from prudence, — 
and partly from the remains of a reſent- 
ment which will not eaſily ſubſide. 1 on- 
ly requeſted leave ta acquaint her with my 
relationſhip, and be allowed to call her 
ſiſter, — but it was denied me! — You 
have no ſiſter, ſaid Sir John, you muſt for- 
sr her exiſtence, Hard, and vain com- 
nad mand!“ on 
«You have, you have a ſiſter!” cried I, 
the rom an impulſe of pity, which 1 could 
n, not repreſs, a ſiſter who is moſt warmly 
nas Fat Ih, ˙ - 6 5: am; 


A 
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;ntereſied in your welfare, alid who on- 
ly Wants opportunity to manifeſt her friend. 
ſhip and regard.“ 
„ Gracious Heaven!“ iel TY wha 
does Miſs Anville mean?“ 
<Anville,” faid I, *is not my real name; 
Sir John Belmont is my father, — he is 
your's, — and I am your ſiſter! — You 
ſee, therefore, the claim we mutually 
have to each other's regard; ; We are not 
merely bound by the ties of friendſhip, 
but by thoſe of blood, I feel for you, 
already, all the affection of a ſiſter, — I 
felt it, indeed, before I knew I was one. 
— Why, my dear brother, do you not 
ſpeak? — do you heſitate to acknowled- 
ge me?” 
am fo loſt in "oſs oy ciel 
he, that I know nat if I hear right! — 
«| have then found a brother,” cried |, 
- holding out my hand, and he will not 
own me! 
-*... *Own you! —Oh, Madam,” ctied he, 
accepting my offered hand, is it, indeed, 
poſſible you can own me? — a poor, wret: 
ched adventurer! who ſo lately had no 
dup pow t but fron. your gener 5 ?—whou 
 Yout 
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your benevolence ſnatched from utter de- 
ſtruction? — Can you, — Oh Madam, 


can you indeed, and without a bluſh, con- 


deſcend to own ſuch an outcaſt for a bro- 
ther?” 

« Oh, forbear, foroar,” cried I, 
this language proper for a ſiſter? are we 
not reciprocally bound to each other? — 


— Will you not ſuffer me to expect from 
yo ou all the good offices in your power? — 


zut tell me, where is our father at reſent?” D 
«At the Hotell, Madam; he arrived 
there yeſterday morning.“ 
I would have proceeded with farther 
queſtions, but the entrance of Lord Orvil- 
le prevented me. The moment he ſaw 


us, he ſtarted, and would have retreated; 


but, drawing my hand from Mr. Macart- | 
ney's, I begged him to come in. 
For a few moments we were all ſilent, 
and, I believe, all in equal confuſion. Mr. 
Macartney, however, recollecting him- 
ſelf, ſaid, „I hope your Lordſhip will 
forgive the liberty I have taken in making 
ule of your name?” 
Lord Oar rather coldly, bowed, 
but faid nothing. ; : 
0 " Again 


z 
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9955 we were all ſilent, nd then M. 
Macartney took leave. 


A fancy,” ſaid Lord Orville, When be 


Vas gone, „ have ſhortened Mr. Macart- 
ney's viſit?” 


No, my Lord, not at all.“ 


A had preſumed, » faid he, with ſome 


heſitation, „I ſhould have ſeen Miſs An- 
ville in the garden; — but] knew not ſhe 
Was ſo much better engaged.“ 
Before I could anſwer, a ſervant came 
to tell me the chaiſe was ready, and that 
Mrs. Selwyn was enquiring for me. 


__ 4[ will wait on her immediately,” cried 
1, and away | was running; but Lord Or- 
ville, ſtopping me, ſaid, with great emo. 


tion, ©ls it thus, Mils Auwille, you leave 


me?“ 
NI Lord,” hed I, *how can I help 


ot perhaps, ſoon, ſome veer * 2 


tunity may offer —” 


Good Heaven!“ cried he, TY you 
Indeed take me for a Stoic? — What ber 
ter opportunity may I hope for? — is uot 
: the chaiſe come? - — are 70 not going! 
have 


{el 


ave 
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haveyou even dei oned to tell me whicher? 7. 


«My journey, my Lord, will now be 


deferred, Mr. Macartney has brought me 


intelligence which renders it, at preſent, 
unnecellary,” 


« Mr. Macartney,” faid he, gravely, 
"ſeems to have great :afluence, — yet he 
is a very young counſellor,” 


«Tg it poſſible, my Lord, Mr. en 
ney can give you the leaſt aneaſ neſs?” 
« My deareſt Miſs Anville,” faid he, 


taking my hand, I ſee, and I adore the 


purity of your mind ſuperior as it is to 
all little arts, and all apprehenſions of ſuſ- 
picion; and I ſhould do my ſelf, as well 

as you, injuſtice, if I were capable of har- 
bouring the ſrnalleſt doubts of that good- 


neſs which makes you mine for ever: ne- 


vertheleſs, pardon me, if I own myſelf 
ſurpriſed, — nay, alarmed, at theſe fre- 
quent meetings with 1 young a man 28 


Mr. Macartney.“ 


«My Lord,” exfed V. eager to der my- 
ſelf, Mr. Macartney i is my brother” ? 


Tour brother! vou amaze me!—W hat 
0 * ſtrange 


room, to conſider what {ſhould be done. tho 
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9 range myſtery; then, makes his relation 
hip a ſecret? 

Juſt then, Mrs. 51 n opened the door 
“O, you are here!” cried ſhe; Pray is 
my Lord ſo kind as to aſſiſt you in prepar- 
ing for your journey, — or in n retarding 
it ? 
= C hould be moſt pps, ſaid Lord 
_ Orville, ſmiling, if it were in my power 
to do the latter.“ 2 
* Tthen acquainted her with Mr. Macar 
. ney” $ communication, he 
| She immediately ordered the chaiſe 
away, and then took me into her own MW 


Afe w minutes ſufficed to determine hei 4 
and ſhe wrote the following note: fo pe 
1 To Sir John Belmont, Ar. 5 , 


M. ada preſents by complimen met 
to Sir John Belmont, and, if he is at le. v 


ſure, will be glad to wait on him tw 7 
| morning, upon buſineſs of importance, and 


She then orvered þ her man to enquire "ſnout 
ile 


{> 215 << 
the pump-room for a keechions and went 
herſelf to Mrs. Beaumont to apologiſe lor 
deferring her journey. 

An anſwer was preſently returned, that 


he would be glad to ſee her, 


She would have had me immediately 
accompany her to the Hotwells; but Jen - 

| WW treated her to ſpare me the diſtreſ of ſo 
abrupt an introduction, and to pave the 
way for my reception. She conſented = 
father reluctantly, and, attended only by - 
her ſervant, walked to the Wells. 
She was not abſent two hours, yet ſo 


thought a thouſand accidents had happen- 
ed, and feared ſhe would never return. 
I paſſed the whole time in my own rootn, 


for 1 was too much agitated even to con- 
verſe with Lord Orville. 


The inſtant that, from my window, I I 


ſaw her returning, I flew down ſlairs, and 
met her in the garden. 


We both walked to the ho OE 


miſerably did time ſeem to linger, —_ *Þ 


Her looks, in which diſappointment 


and anger were expreſſed, preſently an- 


en nounced to me the inilure of her _ 55 


5 | me with the utmoſt} politeneſs, 1 did not 
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5 Finding that ſhe did not ſp eak, 1 of ked 


her, in a faultering voice, Whether or not 
had a father? 


Jou have not, my dear!” faid ſhe 
abruptly. | 
Every well, Madam,” Gid 1, with to- 
8 lerable colmnels. &*et the chaiſe, then. be 
ordered again, — I will go to Berry Hill, 
— and there, * "us I ſhall ſtill find 
| one!” 
It was ſome time ere The could- give, 
or I could hear, the account of her viſit; 
and then ſhe related it in a haſty manner; 
vet I believe I can recollect every word, 


1 found Sir John alone. He received 


| keep him a moment in ſuſpenſe as to the 
purport of my viſit, But 1 had no ſooner 
made it known, than, with a ſupercilious 
ſmile, he faid, And have you, Madam, 
been prevailed upon to revive that ridicu- 
lous old ftocy?” Ridiculous, I told him, 
was a term which he would find no one 
| elſe do him the favour to make uſe of, in 

| ſpeaking of the horrible actions 1 
to the old Jour” he. . ſo light " 
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ꝗetions,“ continued I, „Which Would 


dye ſtill deeper the black annals of Nero 
or Caligula. He attempted in vain to 
rally, for I purſued him with all the ſeve- 
rity.in my power, and ceaſed not painting 
the enormity of his crime, till I ſtung 
him to the quick, and in a voice of pas- 
ſion and impatience, he ſaid, No more, 
Madam, — this is not a ſubject upon 
which I need a monitor,” Make then,” 
eried I, “the only reparation in your pow w- - 
er. — Your daughter is now at Cliſton; 
ſend for her hither, and, in the face of the 


world, proclaim the legitimacy of her = 


birth, and clear the reputation of your in- 
jured wife.” Madam,“ ſaid he, *you 
are much miſtaken, if you ſuppoſe I wait- 
ed for the honour of this viſit, before 
did what little juſtice now depends upon 
me, to the memory of that unfortunate 
woman: her daughter has been my care 


from her infancy; J have taken her into 


my houſe; ſhe bears my name, and ſhe 
will be my ſole heireſs.“ For ſome time 
this aſſertion appeared ſo abſurd, that I 
only laughed at it; but at laſt, he aſſured 
me, I had myſelf been impoſed upon, for 
5 „ at 


LY Fe =; ” 


= — _— ——— 
2 


that the very woman who attended Lady 
Belmont in her laſt illneſs, conveyed the 


fame, which has made me wiſh to hide 


This whole ſtory ſounded ſo improbable, 
that I'did not ſeruple to tell him I diſcre. 


and euquiring if his hair- dreſſer was come, 
ſaid he was ſorry to leave me, but that, 
if I would favour him with my company 
to morrow, he would do himſelf the ho- 
nour of introducing Miſs Belmont to me, 


to him. I roſe in great indignation, and 
aſſuring him I would make his conduct s 
public as it Was infamous, left the houſe. 


—_ —— = 
oe a con ooo rs root Ons aa — — — — 
* 1 . — — — — — A 
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child to him while he was in London, be- 
fore ſhe was a year old, *Unwilling,” p 
he added, *at that time to confirm the ru- m 
mour of my being married, Iſent the wo- lit 
man with the child to France; as ſoon ca 
ſhe was old enough, I put her into a con- 
vent, where ſhe has been properly edu- 
cated; and now I have taken her home, MW" 
I have acknowledged her for my lawful br 
child, and paid, at length, to the memo- WW © 
ry of her unhappy mother, a tribute of = 


myſelf hereafter from all the world 


dited every word. He then rung his bell, 


inſtead of troubling me to introduce her 


| : = Good 


7 > 215 e 


Good Heaven, how ſtrange the recital! 


how incomprehenſible an affair! The Miſs 


Belmont, then, who is actually at Briſtol, 


paſſes for the daughter of my unhappy 


| mother! — paſſes, in ſhort, for your Eve- 


lina! Who ſhe can be, or what this tale 
can mean, I have not any idea. 


very pleaſant. Quietly as I had borne her 


vou?“ 


Je. 


he cannot wonder, — and 1 hope ſhe 


Mrs. Selwyn ſoon after left me to my 
own reflections. Indeed they were not 


relation, the moment I was alone I felt 
moſt bitterly both the diſgrace and the ſor- 
row of a rejection ſo cruelly inexplicable. 
I know not how long I might have 
continued in this ſituation, had I not been 
awakened from my melancholy reverie 
, by the voice of Lord Orville. May I 
ome in,” cried he, or ſhall I interrupt 


" on” 


[ was ſilent, and he ſeated himſelf next 


I fear,” he continued, *Miſs Anville 
vill think I perſecute herz yet ſo much 

$ | have'to ſay, and ſo much as I wiſh to 
ear, with ſo few opportunities for either, 


will 


— 
— — — — — — 


. ——— —— TEE 


— 
— — — 


—— --- 
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will not be offended; — that [ ſeize with p 
ſuch avidity every moment in my power Nc 
to converſe with her. You are grave,” te 

added he, taking my hand; I hope you Ml 

do not regret the delay of your journey ?= uu 

I hope the pleaſure it gives to me, will not 

be a ſubject of pain to you? — You are 


ſilent! — Something, I am ſure, has aff. . 
cted you: — Would to Heaven I were a 
i 


able to conſole you! — Would to Hes: 
ven ] were worthy to participate in your 
ſorrows!” | . 


My beat was too full to bear this kind: 
' neſs, and I could only anſwer by my tears 
*Good Heaven,” cried he, *how you 
alarm me! — My love, my ſweet Miß 
 Anville, deny me no Jonger to be the [ha. 
rer of your griefs! — tell me, at leaſt, that 
you have not withdrawn your eſteem! — 
that you do not repent the goodneſs you 
have ſhewn me! — that you till think 
me the ſame grateful Orville whoſe heat 
you have deigned to accept!” 


«Oh, my Lord.“ cried I, *your oh 
5 neroſity overpowers me!” And 1 wept 
like an infant. For now chat all my bo. 


ps 


| cruſhed, 1 felt the nobleneſs of his diſin- 
tereſted regard fo forcibly, that I could 
WH ſcarce breathe under the weight of grati- 
tude which oppreſſed me. 


terms the moſt flattering, the moſt re ſpect- 


cauſe. 


d I Drs ow 
: calt you have honoured with your chot- 
e! — © child of bounty, — an orphan 
bew infancy, — dependent, even for 


4 neareſt relation, — Oh, my Lord, fo cir- 
i cumſtanced, can I deſerve the diſtinction 


muſt leave me, my Lord, you muſt ſuffer 


me to return to obſcurity, — and there, 
vept in the boſom of my firſt, beſt, my only 
- ho: 
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pes of being acknowledged ſeemed finally = 


| He ſeemed greatly ſhocked, and in 


fully tender, he at once ſoothed my 
diſtreſs, and urged me to tell him its 


« My Lord,” ſaid I, when 1 Was able 
to ſpeak, * you little know what an out- 


ſubſiſtence dependent, upon the kindneſs 
ral friends, — diſowned for ever by my 


with which you honour me? No, no, I 
tee] the inequality too painfully; — you 


tend, — I will pour forth all the grief 
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of my heart! — while you, my Lord, 


muſt ſeek elſewhere — 


1 could not pr oceed; my whole foul 
recoiled againſt the charge I would have 
given, and my voice refuſed to utter it. 


Never!“ cried he, warmly; *my 
heart is your's, and I ſwear to you an at- 
tachment ere — You prepare me, 
indeed, for a tale of horror, and 1 am al. 
moſt breathleſs with expectation, — but ſo 
firm is my conviction, that, whatever are 
your misfortunes, to have merited them 
1s not of the number, that I feel myſelf 
more ſtrongly, more invincibly devoted 


to you than ever! — Tell me but Where 


I may find this noble friend, whoſe vi- 
tues you have already taught me to rere. 
' rence, —and I will fly to obtain his con- 
ſent and interceſlion, that henceforward 
our fates may be indiſſolubly united, — 

and then ſhall it be the ſole ſtudy of my 
life to endeavour to ſoften your paſt, — 
and guard you from future misfortunes!” 


I had juſt raiſed my eyes! to anſwer 
this moſt generous of men, when the fill 


object they met Was Mrs. was 
| e 


So, 
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So, my dear,” 104 ſhe, «what, Aill 


coutting the ta] ſhades! — 1 thought 
ere now you would have been fatia ted. 


with this retired ſeat, and I have been 


ſeeking you all over the houſe. But J 
find the only way to meet with you, —- 
is to enquire for Lord Orville. However, 
don't let me diſturb your meditations; 
you are poflibly Planning ſome paſtoral 


dialogue. 1 85 


And, With this provoking ſpeech, { he 


walked on. 


In the greateſt coef ion, 1 was quitt- 
ing the arbour, when Lord Orville ſaid, 
Permit me to follow Mrs. Selwyn, — it 
is time to put an end to all impertinent 
conjectures; will you allow me to FOE 


to her openly ? 2” 


1 aſſented in ſilence, and EE left1 me. 
I then went to my own room, Where! 
continued till I was ſummoned to dinner; 
after which, Mrs. Selwy n invited me o 


The moment ſhe had ſhut 5 door, 


Jour Lady ſhip,“ ſaid ſhe, „will, Tho- 


pe, be ſeated.” 
Ma'am!“ cried 1, ſlaring. „ 
| «Q. 
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0 the ſweet innocent! So you don't 
know what I mean? — but, my dear, 
my ſole view is to accuſtom you a little to 
your dignity elect, left, when you are ad- 
dreſſed by your title, you {ſhould look 
another way, from an apprehenſion of 


| liſtening to a diſcourſe not meant for you 


to hear.” 


Having, in this manner, diverted her- 
ſelf with my confuſion, till her raillery 
was almoſt exhauſted, ſhe congratulated 
me very ſeriouſly upon the partiality of 
Lord Orville, and painted to me, in the 
ſtrongeſt terins, his diſintereſted deſire of 
being married to me immediately. She 
had told him, ſhe ſaid, my whole ſtory; 
and yet he was willing, nay eager, that 
our union ſhould take place of any fur- 
ther application to my family. © Now, 
my dear,” continued ſhe, I adviſe you 
by all means to marry him directly; noth- 
ing can be more precatious than our ſuc- 
ceſs with Sir John; and the young men 
| of this age are not to be truſted with too 
much time for deliberation, Where their 
interells are conc cerned,” , 


«Good 


all 


, ß ET 


— 
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55 Good God, Madam,” cried I, * do 


you think I would hurry Lord Orville?” 


„Well, do as you will,” ſaid he; 
© luckily you have an excellent ſubject for 
Quixotiſmz — otherwile this delay might 


prove your ruin: but Lord Orville is al- 


moſt as romantic as if he had been born 


and bred at Berry Hill,” 


She then propoled, as no better expe- 
dient ſeemed likely to be ſuggeſted, that 


| ſhould accompany her at once iu her vi- 
lt to the Hotwells to- morrow morning. 


The very idea made me tremble; yet 
ſhe repreſented ſo ſtrongly the neceſſity 


of purſuing this unhappy affair with ſpirit, 


or giving it totally up, that, wanting her 


force of argument, I was almoſt obiiged 
to yield to her propoſal. 


Tn the evening, we all walked in hs 
garden: and Loc Orville, who never 


quitted my ſide, told me he had been liſten- 


ing to a tale, which, though it had remov- 
ed the perplexities that had ſo long tor- 


mented him, had penetrated him with ſor- 


row and compaſſion. I acquainted him 
with Mrs. Selwyn's plan for to morrow, 


and confeſſed the extreme terror it gave 
Vol. 111. 1 me. 


— pn ———— . n 
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me. He then, in a manner almoſt un- 
anſwerable, beſought me to leave to him 
the conduct of the affair, by conſenting 
to be his before an interview took place. 


I could not but acknowledge my ſenſe 
of his generoſity; but I told him I was 
wholly dependent upon you, and that! 
Was certain your opinion would be the fa- 
me as mine, which was, that it would be 


highly improper If hould diſpoſe of my. 


ſelf for ever, ſo very near the time which 
muſt finally decide by whoſe authority! 
_ ought to be guided, The ſubject of this 
dreaded meeting, with the thouſand con- 
jectures and apprehenſions to which it gi 
ves birth, employed all our converſation 
then, as it has all my thoughts ſince. 


Heaven only knows how I ſhall ſup- 

port mylelf,,— when the long-expected, — 
the wiſhed, — yet terrible moment arri- 
ves, that will proſtrate me at the feet of 
the neareſt, the moſt reverenced of all re- 
lations, whom my heart yearns to know, 


* 


and longs to love? 
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LETTER XVIL 


E yelina in continuation. 


Oftober Sth, 


I could not write . ſo violent | 
was the agitation of my mind, — but 1 
will not, now, loſe a moment till I have 


the tranſactions of a day I can never te- 

collect without emotion. 
Mrs. Selwyn determined upon ſending: 

no meſſage, *Leſt,” faid ſhe, Sir Johu, 


ches, ſhould endeavour to avoid a meet - 

ing: all we have to do, is to take him by 

ſurpriſe. He cannot but ſee who you 
are, whether he will do you juſtice or not.” 

We went early, and in Mrs Beaumont 8 
chariot; into Which, Lord Orville, utter- 
ing words of the kindeſt eee 

„handed us both. 

My uneaſineſs, e the ride, Vas 
exceſſive; but, when we ſtopped at the 
door, [ was almoſt ſenſeleſs with terror! 

„„ Su the 3 


baſtened to my belt friend an account of 


fatioued with the very idea of my reproa- = 


ber immediately. I turned fo fick, that 


the ertüng. at al was not ſo dreadful 

as that moment! I believe I was carried 
into the houſe; but I ſc:rce recollect what 

was done with me: however, know 

we remained ſome time in the parlour, 

before Mrs. Selwya could lend any mes. 

ſage up ſtairs. 

When I was ſhahewhar ard, | 

entreated her to let me return home, 2s 
ſuring her I felt myſelf quite unequal to 
g ſupporting the interview. 

No,“ faid he, you muſt Nay 1 now; 
your fears will but gain ſtrength by delay 

and we mult not have ſuch a ſhock as this 
repeated.“ Then, turning to the ſervant, 
| | he ſent up her name. 

An anſwer was brought, that he wa 

going out in great haſte, but would attend 


Mrs. Selwyn was apprehenſive I ſhould 
have fainted; and opening a door which 
led bo an inder apartment, ſhe begged me 
to wait there till I was ſomewhat compo- 
ſed, and till ſhe had Prepared for my re 
ception. | 
Glad of every moment's reprieve, [ 
. willingly agr eed to the propoſal, and wy 
—— 
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W 
| Sdwyy bad but juſt time to ſ hut me in, 
| MW before her preſence was neceſſary. 

i The voice of a father — O dear and 
revered name!— which then, for the 'rſt. 
time, ſtruek my ears, affected me in a. 
manner I cannot deſcribe, though it was 
only employed in giving orders to a ſer- 
vant as he came down ſtairs. 
Then, entering the parlour, L heard 
him ſay, am ſorry, Madam, I made 


which now calls me away: however, if 
You have any commands for me, I ſhall 
be glad of the honour of your company 
ſome other time.” 


*to-introduce your daughter to vou 


I am infinitely obliged to you,“ an- 
ſwered he, „but I have juſt had the fatis- 


your molt obedient.” 
ou refuſe, then, to ſee her?” 


PF am much indebted to you, Madam, 
for this deſire. of encreaſing wy family, 
but you muſt excuſe me if I decline tak- 


; 5 day gliter, 


— 


you wait, but I have an engagement 


„ am come, Sir,“ ſaid Mrs. Selwyn, 


faction of breakfaſting with her. Me am, 5 


wg advantage | of it. I haye already a 
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daughter, to whom I owe every thing; 
and it is not three days ſince, that I had 
the pleaſure of diſcoveringa fon; how ma. 
ny more ſons and daughters may be 

brought to me, I am yet to learn, but! 
am already perfectly ſatisfied with the ſize 
of my family.“ 


Had you a thouſand children, $i: 
lohn,“ ſaid Mrs, Selwyn, warmly, ©thi; 
only one, of which Lady Belmont wa; 
the mother, ought to be moſt diſlingui- 
head; and, far from avoiding her fight 
vou ſhould thank your ſtars. in humble 
7 gratitude, that there yet remains in your 
power the ſmalleſt opportunity of doing 
the injured wife you have deſtroyed, the 
poor juſtice of acknowledging her child!” 


l am very unwilling, Madam,” an- 
ſwered he, to enter into any diſcuſſion 
of this point; but you are determined to 

compel me to ſpeak. There lives not, at 


talk to me of the regret due to the memor) 
of that ill- fated woman; no one can feel 
1 it ſo ſeverely as myſelf: but let me, ne- 
Vvertheleſs, aſſure you, I have already do- 


this time, the human being who ſhould | 


0 
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16 all that aud} in my power to pro · 


ve the reſpect ſhe merited from me; her 
child 1 have educated and owned for my 


awful heireſs; if, Madam, you can ſug- 
geſt to me any other means by which I 
may more fully do her juſtice, and more 


clearly manifeſt her innocence, name 


them to me, and though they ſhould | 
wound my character ſtill deeper, 1 will 


perform them readily.” 


« All this founds vaſtly well,” ted 
Mrs, Selwyn, © but I muſt own it is ra- 
ther too enigmatical for my faculties of 
comprehenſion. You can, however, ha- 
reno objection to ſeeing this youn g lady? . 


«None in the world” 


Come forth, then, my dear,” ied 
ſhe, opening the door, come forth, and 


ſee your father! Then, taking iny trem- 


bling hand, ſhe led me forward, Iwould 
have withdrewn it, and retreated, but as 
he advanced inflantly towards me, I found 


myſelf already before him. 
What a moment for yout Evelina! — 


an involuntary ſcream eſcaped me, and, 
covering my face with my hands, 1 ſunk 5 
on 1 the 8 on oh 


$4' - KD 
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| he added, *Lift up thy head, — if my 
fight has not blaſted thee, — lift up thy 
head, thou image of my long - loſt Caro- 
A VV!n!ß!ßß. ns 
AͤlAflected beyond meaſure, I half aroſe, 
and embraced his knees, while yet on my 


ly in my face, I fee, I ſee thou art her 
child! ſhe lives — ſhe breathes — ſhe is 
preſent to my view! — Oh God, that ſhe 
iudeed lived! — Go, child, go,” added 
he, wildly ſtarting, and puſhing me from 


of the room. 


wyn, haſtening after him, caught hold of 
his arm, Leave me, Madam, cried he, 
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He had, however, ſeen me firſt; for 
in a voice ſcarce articulate he exclaimed, 


«My God! does Caroline Evelyn lll 


Mrs. Selwyn ſaid ſomething, but I could 


not liſten to her; and, in a few minutes, 
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Foy 


. ot 
es, yes,” cried he, looking earnell- 


him, „take her away, Madain, — I can- 
not bear to look at her!” And then, 
breaking haſty from me, he ruſhed out 


Speechleſs, motionleſs myſelf, J at- 
tempted not to ſtop him: but Mrs. Sel- 


With 


el- 


ith” 
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with quickneſs, «and take care ” the 
poor child; — bid her not think me un- 
kind, tel] her [ would at this moment plun-· 


ge a dagger in my heart to ſerve her, — 


but ſhe has ſet my brain on fire, and 1 


can ſee her no more!” Then, with a vio- 


lence almoſt frantic, he ran up ſtairs. 
Oh Sir, had I not indeed cauſe to dread 
this interview ? —an interview ſounſpeak- 

ably painful and afflicting to us both! Mrs. 


Selwyn would have immediately returned 


to Clitton; but I entreated her to Wait 


ſome time, in the hope that my unhappy 


father, when his firſt emotion was over, 
would again bear me in his ſight. How- 
ever, he ſoon after ſent his ſervant to en- 


quire how I did, and to tell Mrs. Selwyn 


he was much indiſpoſed, but would hope 
for the honour of ſeeing her to-morrow, 
at any time ſhe would pleaſe to appoint, | 
She fixed upon ten o'clock inthe morn- 
ing; and then, with a heavy heart, I got 
into the chariot. Thoſe afflicting words; 


I can ſee her no more, were never a Mos . 


ment abſent from my mind. 


Yes the ſight of Lord Orville; who hand. 
d us from the carriage, gave ſome relief 


P 5 to. 


PR 


ſtruck Mrs. Selwyn; as well as Mrs. Cin 
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to the ſadneſs of my thoughts. 1 could 
not, however, enter upon the painful ſub. 

ject, but begging Mrs, Selwyn to ſatisfy 
him, I went to my own room. 

As ſoon as I communicated to the 8 
Mrs. Clinton the preſent ſituation of my 
affairs, an idea occurred to her, which ſeen! 

ed to clear up all the myſtery of my har. | 
ing been ſo long diſowned. 
The woman, ſhe ſays, who nde 
my ever · to- be · regretted mother in her laſt b 
illneſs, and who nurſed me the firſt four 
months of my life, ſoon after being dif: c 
charged from your houſe, left Berry Hill MW t 
entirely, with her baby, who was but fix 
weeks older than myſelf. Mrs. Clinton 


reemembers, that her quitting the place ap- 1 
peared, at the time, very extraordinary to 
«the neighbours, but, as ſ he was never head 

of afterwards, ſ he Was, by degrees quite M ta 


forgotten. 
The moment this Vas . 


ton herſelf, that my father had been im- 
poſed upon, and that the nurſe who ſaid 
he had brought his child to Te Had, in 
; Act, carried her own. 1 


7 
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The name by which I was known, the 
ſecrecy obſerved in regard to my family, 
and the retirement in which I lived, all 
_ conſpired to render this ſcheme, however 


daring and fraudulent, by no means im- 


practicable, and, in. ſhort, the idea was 
no ſooner ſtarted, than conviction ſeemed 
to follow it. 925 


Mrs. Selwyn determined immediately 
to diſcover the truth or miſtake of this con- 


jecture; therefore, the moment ſhe had 
dined, ſhe walked to the Hotwells, at- 


tended by Mrs. Clinton, 1 
I waited in my room till her return, 
and then heard the following account of 


She found my poor father in great agi- 


tation. She immediately informed him 
of the occaſion of her ſo ſpeedy return, 
and of her ſuſpicions of the woman who 
had pretended to convey to him his child. 
Interrupting her with quickneſs, he ſaid 


be had juſt ſent her from his preſence: 


that the certainty I carried in my counte- 


nance, of my real birth, made him, the 


mo- 


Vas again called, and interrogated with 
equal art and ſeverity; her confuſion was 
evident, and her anſwers often contradi- 


ſaid Mrs. Selwyn, and then deſired Mrs. 
Clinton might be called up ſtairs. The 
poor wretch, changing coldur, would ha | 
ve eſcaped out of the room, but, being 
Fend e on her knees, and im. 


236 * 


moment he had recovered 3 A ſurpriſe 
which had almoſt deprived him of reaſon, 


ſuſpect, himſelf, the impoſition ſhe men- 


tioned. He had; therefore, ſent for tho Ml , 


woman, and queſtioned her with the ut- n 
moſt auſterity: ſhe turned pale, and was Ml { 


extremely embarraſſed, but ſtill ſhe perſi- 0 


ſted in affirming, that ſ he had really brought N þ 


him the daughter of Lady Belmont. His þ 

| $9 er nh he ſaid, almoſt diſtracted him; IF e. 

biore no reſemblance to either of her pa- 
rents, but. as he had never doubted the 
veracity of the nurſe, this circumſtance did 
not give birth to any ſuſpicion. . 


ad always obſerved, that his daughter WM b. 


At Mrs. gel deſire, the Woman 


ctory, yet ſhe ſtill declared ſhe was no im- 
oſtor. We will ſee that in a minute,” 


plored 
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plored forgiveneſs. A confeſſion of the 
whole affair was then extorted from her. 

Doubtlets, my dear Sir, you mult re- 
member Dame Green, who was my firſt 
nurſe. The deceit ſhe has practiſed, was 
ſuggeſted, ſhe ſays, by a converſation ſhe 
overheard, in which my unhappy mother 
beſought you, that, if her child ſurvived 
her, you would take the ſole care of its 
education; and, in particular, if it ſhould 
be a female, you would by no means part 
with her in early life. You not only con- 
ſented, ſhe ſays, but aſſured her you would 
even retire abroad with me yourſelf, if my 
father ſhould importunately demand me. 
Her own child, ſhe faid, was then in her 
arms, and ſhe could not forbear wiſhing 
it were poſſible to give her the fortune 
5 Wl which ſeemed ſo little valued for me. This 
- Wl viſh once raiſed, was not eaſily ſuppreſ- 
a. ſed; on the contrary, what at firſt appear- 
„ed a mere idle deſire, in a ſhort Pew. nan 
s. ¶ ed a feaſible ſcheme, Her huſband was 
he dead, and ſhe had little regard for any bo- 
a. dy but her child; and, in ſhort, having 
g faved money for the journey, ſhe contri- 
m. I ved to enquire a direction to my father, 
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and telling her neighbours ſhe was going 
to ſettle in Devonſhire, ſhe ſet out on her 
expedition, „ Ten 
When Mrs, Selwyn aſked her, how | 
ſhe dared perpetrate ſuch a fraud, ſhe pro- | 
teſted ſhe had no ill deſigns; but that, as | 
| Miſs would be never the worſe for it, ſhe | 


_ thought it pity aobody ſhould be tho better, 
Her ſucceſs we are already acquainted 
With. Indeed every thing ſeemed to con- 
tribute towards it: my father had no cor- 
relpondent at Berry Hill, the child was in. 
ſtantly ſent to France, where being brought 
up in as much retirement as myſelf, no- 
thing but accident could diſcover the fraud. 
And here, let ine indulge myſelf in ob- 

| ſerving, and rejoicing to obſerve, that the 

| total neglect I thought I met with was not 
the effect of inſenſibility or unkindneſs, 
but of impoſition and error; and that at 
the very time we concluded I was unna- 
turally rejected, my deluded father meant 

to ſhew me moſt favour and protection. 
He acknowledges that Lady Howard's 
letter fluog him into ſome perplexity ; he 
immediately communicated it to Dame 

| Green, who confeſſed it was the greateſt 


* khock | 
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1 bol . M had ever received 1 in her life; 
yet che had the art and boldneſs to aller 
1 Lady Howard inuſt herſelf have been 


geceived: and as ſhe had, from the begin- 
ning of her enterprize, declared ſhe had 


ſtolen away the child without your know. - 
jedge, he concluded that ſome deceit was 
then intended him; and this thought occa 


ſioned his abrupt anſwer. 


Dame Green owned, that from the _ -; 
ment the journey to England was ſettled, 
ſhe gave herſelf up for loſt, All her hope 
was to have had her daughter married be- 
fore it took place, for which reaſon ſhe 
bad ſo much promoted Mr. Macartney's 


addreſſes: for though ſuch a match was 


inadequate to the pretenſions of Miſs Bel- 


mont, ſhe well knew it was far ſuperior 


to tho her daughter could form, after 


the diſcovery of her birth. 


My firſt enquiry was, if this innocent 
daughter was yet acquainted with the af. 
fair? No, Mrs. Selwyn ſaid, nor was any 


plan ſettled how to divulge it to her. Poor 


unfortunate . how hard is her fate! 


to my kindeſt offices, andi 
1 hall always conſider her as my fiſter. 


She is entitl 
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1 thay aſked whether my father would 


: again allow ine to ſee him? 
Why no, my dear, not yet,” anſwer- 
ed ſhe; che declares the ſight of you is 
too 1 for him: however, we are to 
lettle every thing concerning you to-mor- 
row, for this woman took up all our ti. 
me to-day,” N 


a morning, therefore, ſ bet is again 
| gone to the Hotwell. I am waiting in all 


impatience for her return; but as I know 
vou will be anxious for the account this 


: letter contains, [ will not delay ſendiog i it. 


OO OO eee 
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 Evelins in continuation. 


oa. oth, 


= Huw e my 3 S, f is s the pre- 
ſent life o 


your Evelina! every day ſeems 
important, and one event tony: a prelude 
to another. 


Mrs. Selwyn, upon her cetwrh this morn- 


= ing from the Hotwell, onterng my room 
very 


4 n 8 
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very W fwd, Oh my dear, [ have VE 


terrible news for you!” 


For me, Ma 'am!— Good God! what | 


now?” 


«Arm yourſelf? cried ſ he, «with all 
your Berry Hill philolophy; — with 
every leſſon of fortitude or reſignation you 


ever learnt in your life, — for know. — 


you are next week to be carries to Lord 


Orville!!! 


Doubt, eben, . a kind of 0 


: cortarbation; 1 cannot deſcribe, made this 


abrupt communication alarm me extreme- 
ly, and, almoſt breathleſs, I could only 


exclaim, Good God, Madam. nt do 
vou tell me? 


ou may well be frightened, my dear,” 


laid ſhe, ironically, „for really there is 


ſomething mighty terrific, in becoming, 
at once, the wife of the man you adore, 


— and a Counteſs!” 


| Tentreated her to ſpare her ellen. and 5 
tell me her real meaning. She could not 


prevail with herſelf to grant the firſt re- 


queſt, though ſhe readily complied ith 


the ſecond, 


My poor father, 0 he ſaid, was fill in 
Fol. il, v7 © 
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the utmoſt uneaſineſs. He entered upon 
his affairs with great openneſs, and told 


her he was equally diſturbed how to diſ- 


pole either of the daughter he had diſco- 
vered, or the daughter he was now to gi- 


ve up; tlie former he dreaded to truſt him- 


ſelf With, again beholding, and the latter 
he knew hot how to ſhock with the intel. 
ligence of her diſgrace, Mrs. Selwyn then 


acquainted him with my ſituation. in re- 
gard to Lord Orville; this delighted him 
extremely, and, When he heard of his 


Lordſ hip's eagerneſs, he ſaid he was him- 


| ſelf of opinion, the ſoaner the union took 
place the better: and, in return he inform- 
ed her of the affaic- of Mr. Macartney. 


And, after a very long couverſation, con- 
tinued Mes. Selwyn, *we agreed, that the 


mot eligible ſcheme for all parties would 
be to have both the real and the fictitious 


daughter married without delay, There- 
| ſore, if either of you have any inclination 
to pull caps for the title of Miſs Belmont, 
you muſt do it with all ſpeed, as next week 
vill take from both of you all enen 
To 

11 Text week! - — - dear Madam, what a 


y ſirdng: 
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11 


ſtrange plan! — without my being conſult- 
ed — without applying to Mr. Villars, — 
without even the concurrence of Lord Or- 
ville!“ 
«As to confoling's you, my dear, it was 
out of ail queſtion, becauſe, you know, 
young ladie's hearts and hands are always 
to be given with reluctance ;z — as to Mr. 
Villars, it is ſufficient we know him for 
your friend; — and as 8 Lord Orville, 
he is a party Toncerned, „„ . 


«A party concerned! = — vou amare 
5 | 
me: 


Why, yes; = as 1 ſong our eee 
ation likely to redound to his advantage, 
[ perſuaded Sir John to ſend for him.” 

_ «Send for him! — Good God!” 1255 
es, and Sir John agreed, { told 4 : 
ſervant, that if he could not hear of his 
LordPFhip ; in the houſe, he might be pretty 


certain of encountering him in the arbour, 
1 —Why do you colour, my dear? Well, 
be was with us in a moment; I introdu. 
; ced him] to Sir John, 14 we: de ; 
ns 

s © buſineſs,” . 1 
ta 4 am very, very Pliny 10 it! - — te : 


ge 15 „ Or: 
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Orville muſt, himſelf, think this condud 
ſtrangely precipitate.” 

No, my dear, you are miſtaken, Lord 
Orville has too much good lenſe. Every 
thing was then diſcuſſed in a rational man. 
ner. You are to be married privately, 
though not ſecretly, and then go to one 
of his Lordſhip's country feats: and poor 
little Miſs Green and your brother, who 

have no houſe of their own, muſt go to 
one of Sir John's.“ 
 *But why, my dear Madam, who al all 
this haſte? why may we not be allowed a 


- little longer time?” 


A could give you a tout reaſons” 
' anſwered ſ he, %but that I am tolerakly 


certain, 20 or three will be more than you 


can controvert, even with all the logic of 
- þ ors coquetry. In the firſt place, you 

oubtleſs wiſh to quit the houſe of Mi. 
Beaumont, — to whoſe, then, can you 


With ſuch propriety remove, as to Loid 
. Orville's?? 


BVaurely, Madam,” ed 4, am not 
: more deſtitute now, than when 1 w_—_ 
my ſelf an orphan? Moen 


«Your 
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«Your father, my dear,” uche ed C he, 


«js willing to ſave the little impoſlor as 
much of the mortiſication of her diſgrace 
as is in his power: now if you immedia- 


tely take her place, according to your right, 
as Miſs Belmont, why not all that either 
of you can do for her, will prevent her 

eing eternally ſtigmatized, as the Bant- 


ling of Dame Green, waſh-woman and 
wet-nurſe of Berry Hill, Dorſetſhire. Now 
ſuch a genealogy will not be very flatter- 
ing, even to Mr. Macartney , who, all- 
dilmal as he is, you will find by no means 


wanting in pride and ſelf- conſequence,” 1 5 


„For the univerſs: A interrupted 1. I 


would not be acceſſary to the degradation : 


you mention; but ſurely, Madam, Ty: 
return to Berry Hill? 


«By no means,” ſaid ſhe; for 1 
compaſſion may make us 2 h to fave the 
poor girl the confuſion of an immediate 
and public fall, yet juſlice demands you 
ſhould appear, henceforward, in no other 
light than that of Sir John Belmonr's daugh- 
ter. Beſides, between friends, I, who know | 
the world, can fee that half this row gious 


Q = 
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delicacy FH the little uſurper, is the mere 
reſult of ſelſlintereſt; ſor while her affairs 
are huſht up, Sir John „ you know, are 


kept from being brought further to light, 


Now the double marriage we have pro- 
jected, obviates all rational objections. Sir 


John will give you, immediately £.30,000; 


+. Ml ſettlements, and ſo forth, will be made 
for you in the name of Evelina Belmont; 
Mir. Macartney will, at the ſame time, 
take poor Polly Green, — and yet, at firk, 
it will only be generally known that « 

_ daughter of Sir John Belmont's is married,” 


In this manner, though ſhe did not 


convince me, yet the quickneſs of her ar- 

guments ſilenced and perplexed me. I en- 

| quired, however, if I might not be per- 

mitted to again ſee my father, or whether 

I muſt regard myſelf as baniſ hed his pre- 
ſence for ever? 


k «My dear,” ſaid the «he 135 not 


know you; he concludes that you have 

been brought up to deteſt him, and there. 

fore he is rather Prepared | to dread, than 
15 to love you.“ 


7 his anſwer made me very . ; 
, b 


wiſhed, ad 3 to remove his 
prejudice, and endeavour, by dutiſul aſſi- 
duity, to engage his kindneſs, yet knew 
not how to. propoſe ſeeing him, While 


conſcious he wiſhed to avoid me. 
This evening, as ſoon as the company 


was engaged with cards, Lord Orville ex- 
erted his utmoſt eloquence to reconcile me 


to this haſty plan: but how was I ſtartled, 
when he told me that next Tueſday was 


the day appointed by my tather, to be * 5 
moſt important of my life! SD 
Next Tueſday!” repeated 1 1. quits 1 
out of breath, Oh my Lord! — 8 
My ſweet Evelina,” ſaid hs. «he day : 


which will make me the happieſt of mor- 


tals, would probably appear awful to you, 

were it to be deſerreda twelvemonth: Mrs. 
Selwyn has, doubtleſs, acquainted you with 
the many motives which, independent. of 


my eagerneſs, require it to be ſpeedy z ſuf- 
fer, therefore, its acceleration, and gene- 
roully com plete my felicity, by endeavour- 
ing to ſuſfer it without repugnance.” _ | 


Indeed. my Lord, I would not wilfully 


nile objections, nor do 1 deſire to appear 
dev. 


_— — — — 
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inſenſible of the honour of your good opi - 
nion; — but there is ſomething in this 
plan, ſo very haſty, — fo unreaſonably 
_ precipitate, — beſides, I ſhall have no ti - 
me to hear from Berry Hill, — and belie- 


ve me, my Lord, I ſhould be for ever 
miſerable, were I, in an affair ſo impor- 
tant, to act without the ſanction of Mr. 
Villars' advice,” ; 


Ne offered to wait on you himſelf; but 


1 told him I had rather write to you. And 


then he propoſed, that, inſtead of my im- 
mediately accompanying him to Lincoln- 
ſhire, we ſhould firſt paſs a month at 


This was, indeed, a grateful propoſal 


to me, and J liſtened to it with undiſguil- 
ed pleaſure. And, — in ſhort, I was 


obliged to conſent to a compromiſe, in 
merely deferring the day till Thurſday! 


Hie readily undertook to engage my fa- 
ther's concurrence in this little delay, and 


I beſought him, at the ſame time, to make 


uſe of his influence to obtain me a ſecond 
interview, and to repreſent the deep con- 
cern!] felt in being thus baniſhed his ſight, 


He 


1 


ments, but I aſſured him, I was almoſt ; 
ignorant even of the word. 


opinion of theſe haſty proceedings? be- 
lieve me, I half regret the ſimple facility 
with which I have ſuffered myſelf to be 
hurried into compliance, and, ſhould you 
ſtart but the ſinalleſt objection, I will yet 
inſiſt upon being allowed more time. 


the ſtate of my affairs to Howard Grove, 
and to Madame Duval. 


every thing, at preſent, depends upon 
your ſingle deciſion, to which, though I. 
Te in e I TO 0 
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- He: would chew have ſpoken of futle- 


And now, my deareſt Sir, what is your 


I muſt now write a conciſe account of 


Adieu, deareſt and moſt honoured Sir! 


— 


— „ 


LETTER x. 

Evelina in continuation. 85 
252. morning, AS Gen as break- : 
falt Was over, Lord Orville went to the 
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Hotwells, to wait upon my father with 

my double petition. 

Ml.[rs. Beaumont then, in general terms 
propoſed a walk in the garden. Mrs, 

Selwyn ſaid {he had letters to write, but 

Lady Louiſa aroſe to accom pany her, 


Thad had ſome reaſon to imagine, from 


the notice with which her Ladyſ hip had 
honoured me during breakfaſt, that her 


brother had acquainted her with my pre- 


ſent ſituation: and her behaviour now 
_ confirmed my conjecture; for, when [ 


Would have gone = ſtairs, inſtead, of ſuf- 
feering me, as uſua 


to paſs diſregarded, 
| ſhe called after me with an affected Far 
_ priſe, Miſs Anville, don't you walk 
"with uf” -- 

There ſeemed ſomething fo little mind. 
| ed in this ſudden change of conduct, that, 
from an involuntary motion of contempt, 
I thanked her, with a coldneſs like her 
own, and declined her offer, Yet, ob- 
ſerving that ſhe bluſhed extremely at my 


reluſal, and recollecting ſhe was ſiſter to 
Lord Orville, my indignation ſubſided, 


and upon Mrs, Beaumont's wanne the 


by invitation, [ accepted | Wi 
, LD Our 


rar 
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Our walk proved extremely dull; Mrs. 

Beaumont, who never ſays much, was 

more ſilent than uſual; Lady Louiſa ſtro- 
ve in vain to lay aſide the reſtraint and di- 
ſtance {he has hitherto preſerved; and as 
to me, I was too conſcious of the circum - 
ſtances to which I owed their attention, 
to feel either pride or pleaſure from re- 
celumg It, | | 


Lord Orville was not long abſent; he 
joined us in the garden with a look of 
gaiety and good- humour that revived us 
all, Jou are juſt the party,” faid he, 
«I wiſhed to ſee together. Will you, 
Madam,” taking my hand, *allow me the 
honour of introducing you, by your real - 
name, to two of my neareſt relations? 
Mrs. Beaumont, give me leave to preſent 
to you the daughter of Sir John Belmont; 

a young lady who, I am ſure, muſt long 
ſince have engaged your eſteem and admi- | 
185 though you Were a ſtranger to her 

W 5 TEM 


My Lord,” ſaid Mrs. Beaumont, 38. 
eiouſly ſaluting me, „the young lady's 
rank in life, — your Lordſhip's recom- 
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e 
mendation, — or her own merit, would 
any one of them have been ſufficient to 
have entitled her to my regard; and I ho- 

pe {he has always met with that reſpect 
in my houſe which is ſo much her due; 
though, had I been ſooner made acquaint- 
ed with her family, I ſhould, doubtleſs, 
have better known how to have ſecured it,” 


Miſs Belmont,” ſaid Lord Orville, 

can receive no luſtre from family, what: 
ever ſhe may give to it. — Louiſa, you 
will, I am ſure,” be happy to make your- 
ſelf an intereſt in the friendſhip of Miß 
Belmont, whom I hope ſhortly,” kiſſing 
my hand, ahid joining it with her Lady- 
| ſhip's, © to have the happineſs of preſeut- 
ing to you by yet another name, and by 
the molt endearing of all titles. EL 


I believe it would be difficult to ſay 

' whoſe cheeks were, at that moment, of 
the deepeſt dye, Lady Louiſa's or my 
on; for the conſcious pride with which 
ſhe has hitherto ſlighted me, gave to her 
an embartaſſment which equalled the con- 
fuſion that an introduction ſo unexpected 
gave to ine. She ſaluted me, 1 
VVV 
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and, with a faint ſmile, ſaid, „I ſhall 


flee myſelf very happy to profit by the 
honour of Miſs Belmont's acquaintance.” 


l only courtſied, and we walked on; 
but it was evident, from! the little ſurpriſe ; 
they expreſſed, that they had been already 
informed of the ſlate of the affair. 


We were, ſoon after, joined by more 
company : and Lord Orville then, in a 
low voice, took an opportunity to tell 
me the ſucceſs of his viſit. In the firſt 
place, Thurſday was agreed to; and, in 
the ſecond, my father, he ſaid, was much 
concerned to hear of my vacalliefs, ſent 
me his bleſſing, and complied with my 


could make. Lord Orville, therefore, 
ſettled that 1 f hould wait upon him in the 
evening, and, at his particular requeſt, Y 
unaccompanied by Mrs. Selwyn. 


This kind meſſage, and the proſpect of 
ſo ſoon ſeeing him, gave me ſenſations of 
n- mixed pleaſure and pain, which wholly 
ed occupied my mind till the time of my 
er, doing to the Hotwell. 


10, 5 Mrs. 


| requeſt of ſeeing him, with the ſame; rea- 
dineſs he ſhould agree to any other I 


KEY 254 * 


Mr. Beine lent me her chariot. and 
| "2d Orville abſolutely inſiſted upon at- 
5 tending me. «If you go alone,” ſaid he. 
« Mrs. Selwyn will certainly be offended; 
but, if you allow me to conduct you, 
though ſhe may give the freer ſcope to 
her raillery, ſhe cannot poſſibly be afiront- 
ed: and we had much better ſuffer her 
laughter, than provoke her ſatire. 


Indeed, I muſt own, I had no ras bt to 
: regret being ſo accompanied; for his con- 


5  verſation ſupported my ſpirits from droop- 
ing, and made the ride ſeem ſo {hort, 


that we actually ſtopt at my father's door, 
before I knew we had proceeded ten yards, 


He handed me from' the carriage, and 


conducted me to the parlour, at the door 


of which I was met by Mr. Macartney. 


Ah, my dear brother,” cried I, © how 


happy am 1 to fee you here!” 


He bowed and thanked me. Lord Or- 
ville, then, holding out his hand, faid, 


© Mr. Macartney, I hope we ſhall be bet 


ter acquainted; 1 promiſe myſelf much 
Z pleaſure from cultivating your ir friend! hip,” 
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„ 4 Your Lordſ hip 4 me but too much 
honour,” anſwered Mr. Macartney. 


for ſo I muſt already call, and always 
conſider her: — I am afraid ſhe avoids 


me; — you muſt endeavour, my dear 


and reconcile her to owning me,” 


has hardiy fortitude ſufficient to lee you: 
in a [hort time, perhaps —“ 


„In a very ſhort time, then,” -foid 


Lord Orville, „I hope you will yourſelf 


introduce her, and that weſ hall have the 


pleaſure of wiſhing you both joy: allow 
i my Evelina, to fay we, and permit 


me, in your name as well as my own, to 
entreat that the firſt gueſts we {hall have 
the happineſs of receiving, may be Mr. | 


and Mrs, Macartney.“ 

A ſervant then came to beg 1 would 
walk up ſtairs. 

I beſought Lord Orville to accompany 


«But where,” cried I, „is my ſiſter? 


brother, to prepoſleſs her in my favour, 


„Oh Madam,” cried he, «you are all 
goodneſs and benevolence! but at preſent 
I hope you will excuſe her, ſor I fear ſhe 


me; but he feared the diſpleaſure of Sir 
Ja, who had deſired to ſee me alone. 
He. 


k 
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He led me, however, to the Goat of the 
ſtairs, and made the kindeſt efforts to give 
me courage; but indeed he did not ſue- 
ceed, for the interview appeared to me in 
all its terrors, and left me no feeling but 
; apprehenſion. 
The moment I reached the landing: 
. place, the drawing · room door was open. 
ed, and my father, with a voice of kind- 
: neſs, called out, My child, is it you?” 
Nes, Sit,” akd 1. ſpringing forward, 
” and kneeling at his bet, Xt Is your child, 
| if you will own-her!” 
e kneelt by my ſide, and foldies x me 


in his arms, *Own thee!” repeated he, 


yes, my poor girl, and Heaven know: 


with what bitter contrition!” Then rai- 


& ſing both himſelf and me, he brought me 


into the drawing- room, ſhut the door, 
and took me to the window, where, 
looking at me with great earneſlnels 
4 poor unhappy Caroline!” cried he, and, 
to my inexpreſſible concern, he burſt into 
tears. Need I tell you, my dear Si, 
how mine flowed at the fight? 
Il Would again have embraced his knees; 
but, MO from me, he — himſcl 
Av upon 
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updu a  fophs: and; leaning his bi on 
his arms, ſeemed, 2 ſome time, abſorb- 
ed in bitterneſs of grief. R 

{ ventured not to interrupt a ſorrow l 
ſo much reſpected, bur waited in ſilence, 
2nd at a diſtance, till he recovered from 
its violence, But then it ſeemed, in a 
moment, to give way to a kind of frantic _ 
fury ; for, Narting ſuddenly, with a ſtern · 
neſs which at once ſurpriſed and frighten- 
ed me. Child,“ cried he, haft thou 
yet fufficiently humbled thy father? — if 
thou haft, be contented with this proof of 
my weakneſs, and no longer force thyſelf 
into my preſence!” ? 
| Thunderſſruck by a command ſo unex- = 
a L ſtood flill and ſpeechleſs, and 
doubted whether my own ears did not 
deceive me. 5 

Oh go, go!” cried he, eos 
ein pity — in compaſſion, — if thou va- 
lueſt my fenſes, leave me, -— and for ever!“ 

„ will, 1 will,” cried I, greatly terri- 

fied; and 1 moved baſtily towards the 
door: yet ſtopping when J reached it, 
and, almoſt involuntarily, dropping on 
my ng « Vouchſafe,” cried I, oh, 
Hol. ul. SR COLL. 
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"Sie: buche but once to bleſs your 
daughter, and her ſi ight ſhall never more 
offend your?” | 
Alas,“ cried he, in a ; famed voice, 
I am not worthy to bleſs thee! — I am 
not worthy to call thee daughter! — ! 
am not worthy that the fair light of hea- 
ven ſhould viſit my eyes! — Oh God! 
that I could but call back the time ere thou 
waſt born, — or elſe bury its remembran 


208 in eternal oblivion!” !! 
Would to Heaven? cried I. a that 


. he ſight of me were leſs terrible to you! 


that inſtead of Irritaring, I could ſoothe 
your ſorrows! — Oh Sir, how thankfully 
Would then prove my duty, even at the 
hazard of my life? 
AAre you fo kind?” tied he, ay; 
(come hither, child, — riſe, Canin; — 
alas, it is for me to knee), not you — and 
I would kneel, — would crawl upon the 
earth, — [ would kiſs the duſt, — couldl, 
by ſuch ſubmiſſion, obtain the forgiveneſs 
of the repreſentative of the moſt injured 
of women!” 
Oh, Sir,” te 1; *that you 


5 could but read my heart! - — that you 
| | 1 could 
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could but ſee the filial tenderneſs and con- 
cern with which it overilows! — you 
would not then talk thus, — you would 
not then baniſh me your preſence, and 


exclude me from your affection!” 


«Good God!” cried he, „is it then 


poſſible that you do not hate me? — Can 


f the child of the wronged Caroline look 


at, — and not execrate me? Waſt thou 


not born to abhor, and bred to curſe me? 
did not thy mother bequeath thee her 
bleſſing, on condition that thou ſhouldſt 


deteſt and avoid me?” 


Oh no, no, no!“ ed I, «think not - 
fo unkindly of her, nor fo hardly of me.“ 
I then took from my pocket. book her laſt 
letter, and, preſſing it to my lips, with a 
trembling hand, and ſtill upon my knees, N 


1 held it out to him. 


Haſtily ſnatching it from me, «Great 
Heaven!” cried he, tis her writing — 
Whence comes this? — who gave it you? 


— why had I it not ſooner © © 


I madeyno anſwer; his vehemence jnti- 
midated me, and I ature not to move 
from the ppt poſture i in which I bad 


por myſelf. 
R * 
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He went from me to the window, 
v here his eyes were for ſome time rivetted 
upon the direction of the letter, though 
his hand ſhook fo voy he could 


hardly hold it. Then, bringing it to 


me., Open it, — cried me oF for I 
N 
1 had, myſelf, hardly rene to obey | 
: him; but, when I had, he took it back, 
and walked haſtily up and down the room, 
28 if dreading to read it. At length, turn - 
ing to me, © Do you know, 8 cried he, 


« its contents?” 


«No, Sir,” anſwered 1, «it has never 
| | been unlesled. * LED 5 
Ille then again went to the window, 
and began reading. Having haſtily run 
it over, he caſt up bis eyes with a look of 
deſperation; the letter fell from his hand, 
aud he exclaimed, „Ves! thou art "TOR 
ed! thou art bleſſed!'—and Lam cur 
ed for ever!” He continued ſome time 
fixed in this melancholy poſition; after 
which, caſting himſelf with violence upon 
the ground, Oh wretch,” cried he, dun- 
worthy life and light, in what e : 
f eanſi thou hide thy head ie 


ſpeak, but with pity and concern uuutte- 
rable, I wept and hung over him. 


Soon after, ſtarting up, he again ſeiz. 


beſt blood would I acknowledge thee! — 


Oh that thou couldſt witneſs the agony 


of my foul! — Ten thouſand daggers 
| could not have wounded me like this 
letter!” ; 


Then. after again reading . u Eveli⸗ . 
a, he cried, © . he charges me to receive 

tus — itt thou, in obedience to her 

will, own for thy father the deſtroyer of 


thy mother?“ 


| What a dreadful queſtion! if buddered, 


but could not ſpeak. 
«To clear her fame, and receive y 


the letter, *are the conditions upon which 
ſhe leaves me her forgiveneſs: her fame, 


o 


I could reſtrain myſelf no longer; I 
roſe and went to him; 1 did not date 


ed the letter, exclaiming, * Acknowledge 
thee, Caroline! — yes, with my heart's 


child,” continued he, looking ſtedfaſtly at 


l have already cleared; — and oh how wil- 
lingly would I take has child to my bo- 
ſom, — fold her to my heart, — call upon 


4 > 1 © | 
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her to mitigate my anguiſh, h aa pour ihe 
balm of comfort on my wounds, were I 


not conſcious I deſerve not to receive it, 
aud that all my affliction is the reſuit of 
my own guilt!” 2 


It was in vain attempted to ſpeak; hor- 


ror and grief took from me all power of 
5 utterance. | 


He then read aloud fro the ener, 


5 & Look not like thy unfortunate mother | — 
Sweet foul, with what bitterneſs of ſpirit 
haſt thou written! — Come hither, Eveli- 


na: Gracious Heaven!” looking earneſtly 


at me, *never Was likeneſs more ſtriking! 
— the eye, — the face, — the form, — 
Oh my child, my child!” Imagine, Sir, — 
for I can never deſcribe my feelings, when 
I faw him ſink upon his knees before me! 
«Oh dear reſemblance of thy murdered 
mother! — Oh all that remains of the 
moſt injured of women! behold thy fa- 
ther at thy feet! — bending thus lowly to 
implore you would not hate him; — Oh 
then, thou repreſentative of my departed 
wife, ſpeak to me in her name, and ſay 
that the remorſe which tears my foul, tor- 
5 tures me not in vain!“ RS, 
. x 8 So 
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«Oh ſe, 1iſe, my beloved father,” 
cried I, attempting to aſſiſt him, «I can- 


not bear to fee you thus; — reverſe not 
the law of nature, riſe yourſelf, and bleſs 


your kneeling daughter!” 


« May Heaven bleſs thee, my child ! — 
cried he, for [dare not,” He then roſe, 
and embracing me moſt affectionately, 


added, „I fee, I ſee that thou art all kind- 5 


neſs, ſoftneſs, and tenderneſs; I need not 
have feared thee, thou art all the fondeſt 
father conld wiſh, and I will try to frame 


my mind to leſs painful ſenſations at thy 


ſight. Perhaps the time may come when 


I may know the comfort of ſuch a daugh - 
ter, — at preſent, I am only fit to be alo- 


ne: dreadful as are my reflections, they 


ought merely to torment myſelf. — Adieu, 
my child; — be not angry, — I cannot 


ſtay with Ale — oh Evelina! thy coun- 


tenanee is a dagger to my heart! — — Juſt 


ſo thy mother looked, — juſt ſo— 
Tears and ſigbs eobmmed to choak him! — 


and waving his hand, he would have leſt 
me, — but, clinging to him. „Ob, Sir,” 
cried V. will vou ſo ſoon abandon me? 
R 4 — am 
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m again an orphan? — oh my dear. 

my long-loſt father, leave me not, I be- 
ſeech you! take pity on your child, and 
rob her not of the parent ſhe ſo tondly 
hoped would cheriſh het!“ 


ou know not what you aſk,” cried 
he; „the emotions which now 0 my 
T foul are more than my reaſon can endure: 
ſuffer me, then, to leave you, — impute 


it not to unkindneſs, but think of me as 


well as thou canſt, — Lord Orville has 


=D 5 behaved nobly; — 1 believe he will make 


thee happy. ” Then, again einbracing 
me, God bleſs thee, my dear child,” 
cried he, God bleſs thee, my Evelina! 


: endeavour to love, — at leaſt not to hate 


me, — and to make me an intereſt in thy 


| filial boſom by On of me as 5 thy fa 


ther. 
Ic«could not en 1 kiſſed his kad on 


my knees; and then, with yet more emo- 


tion, he again bleſſed me, and hurried out 


of the ren me almoſt drown- 


: ed i in tears. 


Oh Sir, all goodneſs as you are, how 
: much will you feel for 1 Evelins, dur - 


ing 
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ing a ſcene of ſuch apitation! I pray Hea - 
ven to accept the tribute of his remorſe, 
and reſtore him to tranquillity ! 

When I was ſufficiently compoſed to 
return to the parlour, I found Lord Or- 
ville waiting for me with the utmoſt anxie- 
ty: —and then a new ſcene of emotion, 
though of a far different nature, awaited. 
me; for 1 learnt, by Mr. Macartney, that 
this nobleſt of men had inſiſted the ſo-long- 

ſuppoſed Miſs Belmont ſhould be conſi- 
dered indeed as my ſiſter, and as the co- 
heireſs of my father! though not in /aw, 

in Juſtice, he ſays, ſhe ought ever to be 
treated as the daughter of Sir John Bel- 
ond. 5nd et: „ 
Oh Lord Orville! — it ſhall be the ſole 
ſtudy of my happy life, to expreſs, better 
than by words, the ſenſe I have of your 
exalted benevolence, and greatneſs of 


ler. 
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Evelina in continuation. 

Clifton, Od. 12th, H 

Tm 5 e a paſ 
Tn en early, I received the fol- ed th 
lowing letter from Sir Clement Willough- I cali 
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| To Miſs Anville.. 


: I have this moment received intelligence 
that preparations are actually making for 
your marriage with Lord Orville. 

© Imagine not that [ write with the unbe- 
cdile idea of rendering thoſe preparation: 
| abortive. No, I am not ſo mad. My tole the let 
view is to explain the motive of my com tend n 
duct in a particular inſtance, and to ob- Nuſed to 
viate the accuſation of treachery which Wthe ſeal 
may be laid to my charge. petuous 


My unguarded behaviour when 1 laſt Which) 
ſaw you, has, probably, already acquaint | The 
ed you, that the letter I then ſaw you read- ntelligi 
ing was written by myſelf. For ou only ade 
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further ſatisfaction, let me have the honour 


of informing you, that the letter you had 
deſigned for Lord Orville, had fallen into 
my hands. 


However I may kave been urged onby 
a paſſion the moſt violent that ever warm 
ed the heart of man, I can by no means 
calmly ſubmit to be ſtigmatiſed for an ac 
tion ſeemingly ſo diſhonourable; and it 


is for this reaſon that I trouble you with 
my juſtification. 


Lord Orville, — the happy Orville, 
whom you are fo ready to bleſs, — had 
made me believe he loved you not, — 
nay, that he held you in contempt. 


Such were my thoughts of his ſenti- 
ments of you, when I got poſleſſion of 
the letter you meant to ſend him; I pre- 
tend not to vindicate either. the W * 
uſed to obtain it, or the action of breaking 0 
the ſeal ; — but I was impelled by an im- 
petuous curioſity to diſcover the terms upon : 
which you wrote to him, 


The letter, however, was wholly un- 
ntelligible to me, and the Foe of ſt 
only added to my perplexity, =» 
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A tame ſuſpenſe 1 was not born to en. 
Jure, and [ determined to clear my doubt 
at all hazards and events, 


I anſwered. it, therefore, in Orville's 
name. 


The views, Wbich I am now going 0 
acknowledge, muſt, infallibly, incur your 
0 diſpleaſure, - — yet] ſcorn all palliation, 


| Briefly, then, — I concealed your le. 
ter to prevent ja diſcovery of your caps 
city, — and I wrote you an anfwer which 
I hoped would e your: wilhing fo 
. — other. 
Ils am well aware of every ching which 
can be ſaid upon this ſubject. Lord Or- 
: ville will, poſſibly, think himſelf ill uſed; 


E but Laim extremely indifferent as to hs 


opinioa, nor do | now write by way (f 
Offering any apolggy to him, but merely 

to make known ts yourſelf the reaſons by 
| wi ch I have been governed. : 


© I intend to ſet off next week for the 
Pu rue Should his Lordſhip have any 
commands for me in the mean time, | 
| ſhall be glad to receive them. I ſay not 
this by way of defiance;—1 ſhould bluſh 
F 8 — 3 


to be 
direc 
hew 
delen 


how. 
what 
the pi 
denial 
IS con 
yet th 
urged 
wall fc 
than Ci 
neſs of 
from t 
eived 
um to 
elicac) 
liſpleaſ 

I de 
.ord O 
0 let Sj 
herefos 


Y 


* 209 <$ 
to be ſuſpected of ſo doing through an in⸗ 


direct channel, — but ſimply that, if you 
ſhew him this letter, he may know I dare 
delend, as well as excuſe my conduct. 


CLEMENT WILLOUGHBY. 


What a ſtrange letter! how proud and 
how piqued does its writer appear! To 
what alternate meanneſs and raſhneſs do 
the paſſions lead, when reaſon and ſelf- 
denial do not oppoſe them! Sir Clement 
is conſcious he has acted diſhonourably, 
yet the ſame unbridled vehemence which 
urged him to gratify a blamieable curioſity, 
will ſooner prompt him to riſk his life, 
than confeſs his miſconduct. The rude- 
neſs of his manner of writing to me ſprings 
from the fame cauſe: the proof he has re- 
eived of my indifference to him has flung 
him to the ſoul, and he has neither the 
elicacy nor forbearance to diſguiſe his 


WWW 
I determined not to ſhew this letter to 
ord Orville, and thought it moſt prudent 
0 let Sir Clement know I ſhould not, I 
herefore wrote the following note. 
"REES | 8 To 
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To Sir Clement 1 aueh. 


. 


| TC. letter you have been pleaſed to ad. 


dreſs to me, is ſo little calculated to afford 


Lord Orville any ſatisfaction, that you 
may depend upon my carefully keeping it 
from his fight, I will bear you no re. 
ſentment for what is paſt; but I moſt earn. 
eſtly entreat, nay implore, that you will 
not write again, while in your preſent fra. 
me of mind, by any channel, direct or 
indirect. 


TY hope you will have much pleaſure i in 


your propoſed expedition, and [ beg leare 
| to aſſure you of my good wiſhes. 


Not knowing by what name to (i ign, | 


Vas obliged to ſend it without any. 


The preparations which Sir Clement 


mentions, go. on juſt as if your conſent 


| were arrive 
late; Lord Orville favs, ſhould any ob 


it is in vain that I expoſiu- 


jections be raiſed, all ſhall be given Up, 


| but that, as his hopes forbid him to expe 
any, he muſt proceed a as if already aſſure 
- of your concurrene. 


7 we 
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We have had, this afternoon, a moſt. 


intereſting converſation, in which we ha- 


ve traced our ſentiments of each other from 


our firſt acquaintance. © I have made him 
confeſs how ill he thought of me, upon 
my fooliſh giddineſs at Mrs, Stanley's ball; 
but he flatters me with aſſurances, that 
every ſucceeding time he ſaw me, I ap- 


_ peared to ſomething leſs and leſs diſadvan- 


tage. 


\ 


When I expreſſed my amazement that 


| he could honour with his choice a girl 


who ſeemed ſo infinitely, in every reſpec, 


beneath his alliance, he frankly owned, 
that he had fully intended making more 
minute enquiries into my family and con- 


nections, and particularly concerning toſs 


people he ſaw me with at Mary bone, be- 
fore he acknowledged his prepoſſeſſion in 
my favour: but the ſuddenneſs of my in- 
tended journey, and the uncertainty of 


ſeeing me again, put him quite off his 
guard, and, *diveſting him of prudence, 


left him nothing but love.” Theſe were 


his words; and yet, he has repeatedly 


aſſured me, that his partiality has known 
„„ no 
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lity, my heart would be without a wiſh, 


* „ 
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Mr. Macartney has juſt been with me, 
on an embaſſy from my father. He has 
ſent me his kindeſt love, and aſſurances of 


” favour, and deſired to know if I am hap- 


. py in the proſpect of changing my ſitua- 


tion, and if there is any thing I can name 
which he can do for me. And, at the ſa- 
me time, Mr, Macartney delivered to me 
a a draught on my father's banker for a thou- 
ſand pounds, which he inſiſted that I ſhould 
pend inEquipping myſelf properly for the 
new rank of life to which I ſeem deſtined. 


I am ſure I need not fay how much l 


| was penetrated by this goodneſs; I wrote 
my thanks, and acknowledged, frankly, 


that if I could ſee kim reſtored to tranquil- 


receive entirely for my own ule, and ex- 
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LETTER XXL 

Eyelina in continuation, 

Pm Clifton, Oct. 13. 
* time approaches now, when I ho- 
pe we ſhall meet, — yet I cannot ſleep, — 
great joy is as reſtleſs as ſorrow, — and 
therefore I will continue my journal, 

As I had never had an opportunity of 
ſeeing Bath, a party was formed laſt night 
for ſhewing me that celebrated city; and 
this morning, after breakfaſt, we ſet out 
in three phaetons: Lady Louiſa and Mrs. 
Beaumont with Lord Mertonz Mr. Cover- 
ley with Mr, Lovel; and Mrs. Selwyn 
and myſelf with Lord Orville 
We had hardly proceeded half a mile, 
when a gentleman from a poſt-chaiſe, which 
came galloping after us, called out to tho 
ſervants, *Holla, my Lads, — pray is one 
Miſs Anville in any of them thing-embobs?” 


I immediately recollected the voice of 

Captain Mirvan, and Lord Orville ſtopt 

the phaeton. He was out of the chaiſe, 
Fob HH 88 „ and 
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and with us in a moment. 

ville,” cried he, *how do you do? ſo l 
hear you're Miſs Belmont now; — Pray 
how does old Madame F rench doi py” 


«Madame Duval, 5 laid I. is, I believe 
very wel”: 


«5 bope 1 he is in 1 good caſe,” ſaid he, | 


5 winking ſignificantly, „and won't flinch 
at ſeeing ſervice: ſhe has laid by long 
enough to refit and be made tight. - And 


pray how does poor Monſeer Doleful dot 2 


is he as lank-jawed as ever? 


1 e They are neither of them,” ſaid 1, ain 
Briſtol. 5 


No lo cried he, with a look of diſap- 
pointment, but ſurely the old dowager 


intends coming to the wedding! *twill be 


a moſt excellent opportunity to ſhew off 


her beſt Lyons ſilk. Beſides, I purpoſe 
to dance a new-faſhioned jig with her. 
Don't you know when ſhe'll come?” 


« have no reaſon to expect her at all , 


«No! — - Fore George, this here's the 
1 worlt! news rd vil h to hear! 1— why I've 


«Sg, Miss * 


thought 
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thought of nothing all the way but What 


trick 1 ſhould ſerve her!” 


ou have been very obliging!” ſaid I, 
laughing, | 


O, I promiſe you,” cried he, < our 
Moll would never have wheedled me into 
this jaunt, if I'd known ſhe was not here; 
for, to let you into the ſecret, I fully in- 


tended to have treated. the old buck with | 


another frolic.” 


«Did Miſs Mirvan, then, Prog you | 


to this journey? "jp 


«Yes, and we” ve been travelling, al 


night. Wis 


e i cried I: «Js Miß Mirvan, then, 


with you?” 


«What, Molly? — — ves, i he's in n that . 


there chaiſe.” “ 


«Good God, Sir, why did not you tell 
me ſooner?” cried I; and immediately, 
with Lord Orville's afliſtance, J jumpt out 
of the phaeton, and ran to the dear girl. 
Lord Orville opened the chaiſe-door, and 
| am ſure I need not tell you what on- 


ghd oy. accompanied. our meeting: 


S 2 We 


. 
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We both begged we might not be parted 

during the ride, and Lord Orville was ſo 
good as to invite 8 85 Mirvan into his 
Phaeton. 


I think I was hardly ever more e rejoiced 
than at this ſo ſeaſonable viſit from my 
dear Mariaz who had no ſooner heard the 
ſituation of my affairs, than with the al- 
ſiltance of Lady Howard and her kind 
mother, ſhe beſought her father with ſuch 
earneſtneſs to conſent to the journey, that 
he had not been able to withſtand their 
united entreaties; though ſhe owned that, 
had he not expected to have met with Ma- 
dame Duval, ſhe believes he would not 
ſo readily have yielded. They arrived at 
Mrs. Beaumont's but a few minutes aſter 
we were out of ſight, and overtook w 
without much difficulty. 


I fay nothing of our converſation, be 
= wy you may ſo well ſuppoſe both the 
| ſubjects we choſe, and our manner of dil. 
. hs them. 5 


We all ſtopped at at a great hotel, where 
we were obliged to enquire for a room, 


as 1 Louiſa, 4 to * defired 
to 
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to tale ſomething before we began our 


rambles. 
As ſoon as the party Was aſſembled, hy 
Captain, abruptly ſaluting me, ſaid, „So, 


Miſs Belmont, I wiſh you joy; fo I hear 
you've quarrelled with your new name 


already? 
«Me! — no, ket Sir.” 


Then pleaſe for to tell me the reaſon 


you're in ſuch a hurry to change it.” 


«Miſs Belmont?” cried Mr. Lovel, look- 
ing around him with the utmoſt atoniC h- 


ment, „J beg pardon, — but, if it is not 
impertinent, — I mult beg leave to ſay; 
I always underſtood that Lady" s name Was 
Anville,” 

Fore George,” » cried the Captain, «jt 
runs in my head, P've ſeen you ſome- 


| where before! and now I think on't pray 
a'n't you the perſon I faw at the play one 
night, and ho did n't know, all the time, 
whether it was a tragedy or a comedy, or 


a concert of fidlers ?” 


believe, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Lovel, Name 
mering, al had once, — I think — the : 


pleaſure of feeing you laſt ſpring” 1 — 5 


— 8 Ss 5 Ay. 
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Ay, and 3 Live an hundred ſptings, ” 


| anſwered he, I ſhall never forget it; by 


Jingo, it has ſerved me for a moſt excel. 
lent good joke ever ſince. Well, how. 
ſomever, I'm glad to ſee you ill in the 
land of the living,” ſhaking him roughly 


by the hand; *pray, if a body may be ſo 
bold, how much 2 night may you give at 
| Preſent to keep the undertakers aloof?” 


« Me, Sir!” ſaid Mr. Lovel,.. | very 


much diſcompoſed; I proteſt I never 
thought myſelf in ſuch imminent danger 
as to — really, | Sir „1 don't underſtand 

5 85 vou.“ : e 


«0, you don +! — = why PER Il make 


free for to explain myſelf. Gentlemen 
and Ladies, Tl! tell you what; do you 
know this here gentleman, ſimple as he 
ts there, pays five ſhillings a night t to let 

a his friends know he $ alive!” 


- «And very cheap too,” aid Mrs. Sel 


wyn, if we en the value of the! in- 


telligence.” 
Lady Louiſa, balng now refreſ hed, ve 


The 
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The charming city of Bath anſwered | 
all my expectations. The Creſcent, the 
proſpect from it, and the elegant ſymme- 


try of the Circus, delighted me. The 


Parades, I own, rather diſappointed me; 


one of them is ſcarce preferable to ſome 


of the beſt paved ſtreets in London; and 


the other, though it affords a beautiful 
proſpect, a charming view of Prior Park 
and of the Avon, yet wanted ſomething 


in itſelf of more ſtriking elegance than a 
mere broad pavement, to ſatisfy the ideas 


I had formed of it. 


At the pump - room, 1 was amazed at 
the public exhibition of the ladies in the 
bath: it is true, their heads are covered 
with bonnets; but the very idea of being 
ſeen, in ſack 6 f ituation, by whoever 


pleaſes to look, is indelicate. 


«Fore George, „ faid the Captain, look 
ing into the bath, this would be a moſt 


excellent place for old Madame N 
to dance a fandango in! By Jingo, I 


would n't wiſh for better ſport than to : 


ſwing her round this here pond!” 
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« «She id be very much obliged to 
you,” ſaid Lord Orville, „for fo extraor· 
dinary a mark of your fayour,” 


„Why, to let you know, enfoered 


the Captain, * ſhe hit my fancy mightily; 


I never took ſo much to an old tabby be- 


- yore." 


IR Really, now,” cried Mr, Laval, look 
ing alſo into the bath, I muſt confeſs it 


is, to me, very incomprehenſible why 
the ladies chuſe that frightful unbecoming 


dreſs to bathe in! I haye often pondered 


| very ſeriouſly upon the ſubject, but could 
never hit upon the reaſon,” : 


Well, I declare, aid Lady Loviſa, 
"UTE hould like of all things to ſet ſometh · 
ing new a going; I always hated bathing, 

| becauſe one can get no pretty dreſs for it; 

now do, there's a good creature, try to 
help me to e, ay 


Who; me! — O FIT, Ma- 3 ad 


| he, ſimpering, ©I can't pretend to aſſiſt a 
perſon of your Ladyſhip's taſte; beſides, 
I have not the leaſt head for faſhions. — 

1 really don't think Jever r invented above 
: 1 5 three 
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three in wy life! el never had ih ; 
leaſt turn for dreſs, — never any notion 


of fancy or elegance.” 


«O fie, Mr. Lovel! how can you talk 
ſo? — don't we all know that you lead 
the ton in the beau monde? I declare, 1 
think you dreſs better than any body.” 


40 dear Ma- am, you confuſe me to 

| the laſt degree! I dreſs well! — 1 proteſt 
I don't think l'm ever fit to be ſeen! — 

Im often ſhocked to death to think what 


2 figure I go. If your Ladyſhip will 


believe me, I was full half an hour 


this morning ng what 1 ſhould put | 


on!“ 


« Odds my life,” cried the Captain, 1 
wiſh I'd been near you! I warrant I'd ha- 
ve quickened your motions a little! Half 
an hour thinking what you'd put on! and 
who the deuce do you think cares the 


ſnuff of a candle whether you ve any thing 
on or not?” 


0 pray, Captain,” 884 Mrs. Sel. 
wyn, *don't be angry with the gentle. 
man for thinking, whatever be the cauſe, 


8 3 for 


or heels. Howſomever, I'd lay ten 


. rent to a { Ys: could whiſ k him 


+ 28: „„ 
| for 1 0 you he makes. no common 


5 practice of offending i in that way,” 


«Really, Ma'am, you're prodigiouſly 
kind,” ſaid Mr. Lovel, angrily, 


«Pray, now,” faid the Captain, «did y 
you ever get a OP? in that there 8 ; 
vyourſelf? ?“ I 
«gy ducking, sir!“ repeated Mr. Lo- R 
vel; «1 proteſt I think that's rather an odd 1 
term! — but if you mean a bathing, it is 00 

0 an honour L have had many times.“ 5 
And pray, if a body may be ſo bold, ho 
| what do you do with that frizle- frize top Fa 
of your own? Why I'll Jay you what 5 
pou will, there is fat and greaſe enough M. 
on your crown, to buoy you up, if you wi 


were to go in head downwards.“ 

CE 7 don't know,” cried Mrs. Sel- 
wyn, but that might be the eaſieſt way, 
for I'm ſure it would be the lighteſt.” 


For the matter of that there,” ſaid the 
Captain, «you muſt make him a ſoldier, 
before you can tell which is lighteſt, head 


ſo 
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= e ly over into the pool, chat he 
ſhould light plump upon his foretop, and 


turn round like a tetotum,” 


Done!“ cried Lord Merton; «I take 
| your odds!” 


« Will you?” returned he; «why then, 
fore George, I'd do it as ſoon. as ſay hack 


Robinſon.” 


He, he!” lint laughed Mr. font. 

as he moved abruptly from the window, - 
«pon honour, this is pleaſant enough; 
but I don't ſee what right any body has to 
lay wagers about one, without one's con- 


Tent.” 


„There, Lovel, you are out, ” cried 
Mr. Coverley; any man may lay what 
wager about you he will; your conſent is 
nothing to the purpoſe: he may lay that 


your noſe is a ſky - blue, if he pleaſes.” 


„Aye,“ faid Mrs. Selwyn, «or that 
your mind is more adorned than your per- 


ſon; — or any abſurdity whatſoever.” 


II proteſt,” ſaid Mr. Lovel, «I think 
it's a very diſagreeable privilege, and 1 
muſt beg that nobody may take ſuch a 


liberty with me.” 


— —— — 9" oy 
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Like enough you may,” cried the 


Captain; ee but what's that to the purpoſe? 


ſuppoſe I've a mind to lay that you've ne- 


ver a tooth in your head; — Pray; how 
will you hinder me?” 


«You'll allow me, at leaſt, Sie, to wh 
6 the liberty of al king how you'll prove it?” 


„Ho? — why, by knocking them 


: al down your throat.” 


8 Rnocking them all n my hom , 
Sir!“ repeated Mr. Lovel, with a look of 


horror, “1 proteſt I never heard any thing 


ſo ſhocking in iny life; and I muſt beg 
leave to obſerve, that no wager, in my 
opinion, could juſtify ſuch a barbarous 


= us to our carriages. S 


We returned in the fame 3 we ca · 
me. Mrs. Beaumont invited all the party 


to dinner, and has been ſo obliging as to 


beg Miſs Mirvan may continue at her 


houſe during her ſtay. The Rs will 
lodge at the Wells. 


This firſt half hour after our return, | 


Was 


e Lod Orville interfered, and bur 8 
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Was Arte to hearing Mr. Lovel's apo- 
logies for dining in his riding - dreſs. 


Mrs. Beaumont then, addreſſing herſelf | 


to Miſs Mirvan and me, enquired how we 
liked Bath? 


A hope,” ſaid Mr. nd, «the Ladies 
| do not call this ſeeing Bath.“ 


No? — what ſhould ail em?“ cried 
che Captain; «do you ſuppoſe they put 
their eyes in their pockets?” | -: 


No, Sir; but I fancy you will find. 


| no perſon, — that i is, no perſon of any 


condition, — call going about a few pla- 5 
ces in a morning ſeeing Bath,” 


«Moyhap, then,” faid the literal Cap- 
tain, *you think we ſhould fee it better 
by | going about at N : 


No, Sir, no,” ſaid Mr. Lovel: with 
e ſupercilious ſmile, I perceive you don't 
underſtand me, — we ſhould never call it 


fas Bath, without going at is right 
lon,” 


Why, what a . then,” ind 3 
ed he, *can you only = at one ie ſeaſon of - 
the ow” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Lovel again ſmiled; but ſeemed fu 


perior to making any anſwer. | 
„The Bath amuſements,” ſaid Lord Or. 


ville, „have a ſameneſs in them, which, 
after a ſhort time, renders them rather in- 


ſipid: but the greateſt objeCtion that can 


be made to the place, is the encourage. 
ment it gives to gameſters.“ 


Why hope, my Lord, you would 
not think of aboliſhing gaming, cried 
Lord Merton; tis the very zeſt of life! 
Devil take me if I could live without it!” 


am ſorry for it,” ſaid Lord Orville, 


gravely, and looking at Lady Louiſa, 


8 Jour Lordſ hip i n no judge of this fub- 


| Je,” continued the other; — but if 
once we could get you to a gaming table, 
you'd never be happy away from it.? 


4 hope, my Lord,” cried Lady Loui 

fa, «that nobody here eyer en your 

quitting it,” 1 

Tour- Ladyſhip,” aid Lord Merton, 
recollecting himſelf, * has power to Wiſs 

me quit wy thing. 3 


1404 


4 | | | RY : «Ex 
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and 


had 1 
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«Except herſelf faid Mr. gert | 


cc Egad, my Lord, I think I've dap you 


out there,” 


4 +4.,' 4 


«You men of wit, 10. 5 71 


his Lordſhip, *are always ready; — for 


my part, I don't * to my talents 7 


that way.” 


„Really, my Lord?” 154 the Geog 
ſtic Mrs. Selwyn; „well, that is wonder- 


ful, conſiderin 8 ſucceſs would be fo mull 
in your power.“ 1 


Pray, Ma'am,” ſaid Mr. Lan to Tan 
dy Lows, « has your aye hip heard the 


news BE” 


* n — What 9 


«Why the report tee at the Z 


Wells, concerning a certain peri on? 


«0 Lord, 1003 pray ell me what it 
„ 


«0 no, Ma'a am, * "Hy your b Laſkig 


will excuſe me; 'tis a profound ſecret, 
and I would not. have mentioned it, if I 
had not thought you knew i it.. 
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Lord, now, how can you be ſai mon- 


1 T ſtrous? hes 


. 3 M —— —-— 
—ä— —— — — — 
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5 bus = RAS | diclais, now, your re a pro. 


voking creature! But come, | know you'll 
tell me; — won't you, now?” 6s 


«Your Laſhip: knows I am but too 
| happy to obey you; but *pon honour I 


5 can't ſpeak a word, if you Won't all pro- 
5 miſe me the moſt inviolable ſecrecy.” 


. 4 with you'd wait for that from me,” 
| ſaid the Cos” *and I'll give you my 


| word you'd be dumb for one while. Se. 
crecy, quoth al — 
dier you 2'n't aſhamed to mention ſuch a 
word, when you talk of telling it to a 
woman. 'Though for the matter of that, 
Id as lieve blab it to the whole ſex at on- 


ce, as to go for to tell it to o ſuch a thing 


as you,” 


_ «Such a ching a as me, Sir!“ foi Mr. | 


Lovel, letting fall his koifs and fork, and 
looking very important: „ really have 
not the honour to underſtand your exprel- 
i ſion, 9 PLOT.” 
©] "all one for that, 1 aid the Capeaia; 
1 you may have it explained whenever 
1 vou like it,” 5 1 10 

N Fon 


= Fore George, I won- 


* 1 <p 


«Pon honour, Sir,“ 


that I ſhould be extremely offended, but 
that I 4 N it to be ſome ſea- . phraſe; 


and there 
notice.” 6 


Lord Orville, then, to 1 ge the dif. 
courſe, aſked Miſs Mirvan if 12 ſhould 


ſpend the enſuing winter in London? 


No, to be firs. on faid the Captain, 
« what ſhould ſhe for? ſhe faw all that | 


was to be ſeen before.” 1 


418 London 5 then, 


ſmilin ag at Lady Louiſa, « only to ber re · 
garde as a /7, gght ” _” - 


« Why pray , Mr. Wikacre, has. are 
vou pleaſed for to regard it vourſelf? — 


Aniwer me to that. 


0 Sir, my opinion, 1 fancy. y you 
would hardly find intelligible. I don't 


underſtand ſea- phraſes enough to define 
it to your comprehenſion. Doesn't your 


La'ſhip think the taſ k would be rather 
Oey ney 5 


5 returned Mr. Lo- 
vel, „ muſt take the liberty to tell you, 


ore [1] let i it without further 


ſaid Mr. Lovel, | 
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«Q Lard, yes ” cried Lady: Lovifa; 
] declare d as ſoon teach my Perrot to 


talk Welch.“ : 


«]]a! ha! hat a Pon hs: 


nour your La'ſhip's quite in luck to- day; 
— but that, indeed, your La'ſ hip is eve- 
ry day. "Though to be ſure, it is but can- 
did to acknowledge, that the gentlemen 
of the ocean have a ſet of ideas, . as well 
as a dialeet, ſo oppoſite to ours, that it is 
by no means ſurpriſing chey ſhould regard 


London as a mere ſkew, that may be ſeen 


: by being looked at. Ha! ha! ha!” 


. Ha! hat”. echord Lady 1 


«Well, I declare you are the drolleſt 
creature!“ 8 


8 «He! he! pon eur 1 can't kelp 


d laughing at the conceit of Fein London 
in a few Weeks! — 


And whats plague ſhould hinder you? 


cried the Captain; do you ant to ſpend 
2 a day in every ſtreet? 85 


| Here again Lady Louiſa and Mr, Lovel 
interchanged, {mules. is 


« Why 


ta 
ra 


an 


ex 
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- «Why, 1 warrant you, if 1 had the 


ſhewing it, I'd haul you from St. James's 
to Wapping the very firſt morning.“ 


The ſmiles were now, with added 
contempt, repeated; which the Captain 
obſerving, looked very fiercely at Mr, Lo- 
vel, and ſaid, n my ſpark, none 
of your grinning! — tis a lingo I don't 
| underſtand; and if you give me any more 

ofit, I ſhall g0 near to lend vou a box " 
the ear,” 5 


1 proteſt, Sir, „ ſaid Mr. I. Lovel, turn · 
ing extremely pale, «I think it's taking a 

very particular liberty with a perſon, to 
talk to one in ſuch a ſtyle as this!“ 


les like you may,” returned the Cap: 
tain; *but give a good gulp, and Pl] War- 


rant you'll ſwallow it.” Then, calling : 


for a glaſs of ale, with a very provoking 
and ſignificant nod, he drank to his wy 
digeſtion. 


Mr. Lovel made no wer, put locked 
extremely ſullen: and ſoon aſter we left 
the gentlemen t to themſelves. | N 


N 2 „ 
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1 had then two Laws Aten to me; 


one from Lady Howard and Mrs. Mirvan, ; 
which contained the kindeſt congratula- 
tions; and the other from Madame Du- 


val, — but not a word from you, — to 
my no ſimall ſurpriſe and concern. 


Madame Duval ſeems greatly reſoiced 


at my late intelligence: a violent cold, 
ſhe ſays, prevents her coming to Briſtol, 


The Branghtons, ſhe tells me, are all 
ih Polly is ſoon to be married to 
Mr. Brown, but Mr. Smith has changed 

his lodgings, * which,” ſhe adds, has 


Well; Mi 


made the houſe extremely dull, Howe- 


- ver, that's not the worſt news; pardi, 1 
wiſh it was! but I've been uſed like no- 
body, — for Monſieur Du Bois has had 


the baſeneſs to go back to France without 


me.“ In concluſion, ſhe aſſures me, as 
you prognoſticated ſhe would, that I 
ſhall be ſole heireſs of all the i is worth 


| when Lady Orville. 
At tea time we were joined i all the 


gentlemen but Captain Mirvan, ho went 
to the hotel where he was to ſleep, and 
made his daughter accompany him, to 

Re” bebe | 
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| ſeparate her trumpery , as he called it, 
from his clothes, 5 


As ſoon as they were gone, Mr. Lovel, 
Who ſtill appeared extremely ſulky, ſaid 
« [ proteſt, I never ſaw ſuch a vulgar, 
_ abuſive fellow in my life, as that Captain: 
*pon honour, I believe he came here for 
no purpoſe in the world but to pick a 
quarrel; however, for my part, IvwT 
wont humour him.“ e 


"ol declare,” cried Lady Lovifa, « be 
put me in a monſtrous fright, — I never 


| heard any ** talk ſo 1 e 15 
life!“ 5 
E think,” fad Mrs. ern , with : 


oreat ſolemnity, che threatened to box 
your ears, Mr, Lovel, — did not he?“ 


FS Really, Ma- am, ' faid Mr, Lovel, co- 
louring, *if one was to mind every thing 
thoſe fe kind of people ſay, — one 
ſhould never be at reſt for one imperti- 
nence or other, — ſo I think the beſt 


way is to be above my any notice of 
them. 


<Whas,” ſaid Mrs Selwyn, with the 
1 ſame 
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ſame gravity, *and ſo receive the blow in 


During this diſcurſe, I heard the Cap- 


tain's chaiſe ſtop at the door, and ran 


down ſtairs to meet Maria. She was alo- 
ne, and told me that her father, who, 


The was ſure, had ſome ſcheme in agita- 


tion againſt Mr. Lovel, had ſent her on 


before him. We continued in the par- 


Jour till his return, and were joined by 
Lord Orville, who begged me not to in- 
ſiſt on a patience ſo unnatural, as ſubmit- 
ting to be excluded our ſociety. And let 
me, my dear Sir, with a grateful heart 


| let me own, I never before paſled half an 


hour in ſuch perfect felicity. 


I believe we were all ſorry when the 
Captain returned; yet his inward ſatisfac- 
tion, from however different a cauſe, did 
not ſeem inferior to what ours had been. 
He chucked Maria under the chin; rub- 
bed his hands, and was ſcarce able to con- 
tain the fullneſs of his glee. We all at- 
tended him to the drawing · room, where, 
having compoſed his countenance, with- 
out any previous attention to Mrs. Beau- 
„„ . mont 


an 


Le 
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mont, he marched up to Mr. el and 
abruptly ſaid, * Pray have you Cera bro- 


ther in theſe here parts?” 


e Me, Sir ? — no, thank Heaven , I'm 
free from all incumbrances of that ſort.” 


Z «Well, cried the Captain, «[ met a 
perſon juſt now, fo like you, I could ha- 
ve ſworn he had been your twin- brother.” 


A411 would have been a molt ſingular 
pleaſure to me,” ſaid Mr, Lovel, if I 


alſo could have ſeen him; for, really, I | 


have not the leaſt notion 1 ſort of a 


perſon I am, and I have a prodigious c cu- 
rioſity to know.” 


]juſt then, the Captain's 8 opening 
the door, ſaid, A little gentleman below 5 


deſires to ſee one Mr. Lovel. 1 
« Beg him to walk up Nairs,” ſaid Mrs, i 


Beaumont. © But pray what is the reaſon 


Wim! is out of the way?” 


The man ſhut the door without any 


anſwer. 


«I can't imagine who it is,” faid Mr. 


Lovelz ML recollect x no little W 


ton, — but I don't much fancy it can be 
bim. Let me ſee, who elle is there fo 
very little??? 


now drew all eyes towards the door; 
the impatient Captain haſtened to open 
it, and then, clapping his hands, call'd WW a: 


ſon I took for your relation!” 


every body but himſelf, he hauled into | 


travagantly a la mode! 
The diſmay of the company was al. 
moſt general, Poor Mr, Lovel ſeemed 
thunderſtruck with indignation and ſur- 
priſe; Lady Louiſa began a ſcream, which 
for ſome time was inceſſaat; Miſs Mir- 
van and I jumped- involuntarily upon the 
ſeats of our chairs; Mrs, Beaumont her- 


| Placed himſelf before me as a guard; and 
Mrs, Selwyn, Lord Merton, and Mr. Co- 
verley, burſt into a loud, immoderate, 


. 
of my acquaintance now at Briſtol, — 
except, indeed, the Marquis of Charl-. 


1 


A confuſed noiſe among the ſervants 


2 — 2. 


out, „Fore George, tis the ſame per- a\ 


And then, to the utter aſtoniſhment of 


the room a monkey! full dreſſed, and ex: 


ſelf followed our. example; Lord Orville 


— 


ee fit af ts. in which +l 
they were joined by the Captain, till, un- 4 0 
able to ſupport himſelf, he rolled on he 
floor. 115 
The firſt voice which made it's way 
through this general noiſe, was that of 
Lady Louifa, which her fright and ſcream- 
ing rendered extremely ſhrill. Take it 
away!“ cried ſhe, „take the monſter 
away, — I ſhall faint if you don” 18 


Mir. 1 irritated beyond 06 
angrily demanded of the Captain what he 
meant? 


Mean!“ cried NE Captain, as fron 
as he was able to ſpeak, hy only to 
ſhew you in your proper colours. Then 

riſing, and pointing to the monkey, 
Why now, Ladies and Gentlemen, I'll 
be judged by you all! — Did you ever 
ſee any thing more like? Odds my life, 
if it was n't for this here tail, you would 

wt know one from t ker” 


« Sir,” cried Mr. Lovel, da; * : 


ſhall take a time to make you feel my 
vrath.” 5 


T q- „Co- 5 
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55 e now,” outlet the regard. 
leſs Captain, juſt for the fun's ſake, doff 
your coat and waiſtcoat, and (wop with 
Monſieur Grinagain here, and I'll war- 


rant you'll not know yourſelf which | is 


which. i 


Not know myſelf from a monkey! "ak 


I aſſure you, Sir, I'm not to be uſed in 


this manner, and I won't bear i it, — corſe 


me if I will!” 


«Why heyday,” cried this ben 


hat, is Maſter in a paſſion? — well, 
don't be angry, — come, he ſha'n't hurt 
you; — here, ſhake a paw with him, — 

why he'll do, you no ores, man! — co- 
; me, kiſs and friends!“ — 4 


«Who 115 LL Mr. Lode, 1 
mad with vexation, “as l'm a living crea- 
ture, I would not touch him for a | thou- 
ſand worlds!“ 5 


= Send him a allege,” cried Mr. Co- 
verley, * *and Il be your ſecond” “ 


f «Ay, do,” laid the Captain, „and yl 


be ſerond to WF friend Monſieur Clapper- 
Claw 
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3 and nail! 


« God forbid!” cried Mr. wine, re · 


treating, I would ſooner truſt my per- 
ſon with a mad bull!” 


«I don't like the looks of bim myſelf, ” 
faid Lord Merton, or he grins. moſt 
horribly.” „„ 


4 Oh I'm fri ghtened out of r my lt LY 
ied Lady Louila, * take him away, or L 


ſhall die!“ | 


« Captain,” faid Lord Gin, athe 10 
ladies are alarmed, and I muſt beg you 


would ſend the monkey away,” 


«Why, where can be the mighty harm 
of one monkey more than another?” an- 
ſwered the Captain; *howſomever, if it's 
agreeable to the ladies, "000" we turn 


them out together?” 


„What do you mean by that, Sz“ 
cried Mr. Lovel, lifting up his cane. I 


„What do you mean?” cried the Cap- 


tain, fiercely : be ſo good as to down 5 
vith Your: cane. 225 + 


R 


At. 


E elaw here. Come, e it at once! — tooth 


2 "Poor | 
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% oe now,” ating the repard- 


les Captain, “ juſt for the fun's ſake, doff 
your coat and waiſtcoat, and (wop with 
Monſieur Grinagain here, and I'll war- 
rant you'll not know yourſelf which | is 


which. 9 


— 00 Not know myſelf fromamonkey!— 
J aſſure you, Sir, I'm not to be uſed in 
this manner, and I won' t bear i it, © — = corle 8 


me if I will!“ 


| «Why heyday,” cried the Ciptain, 
hat, is Maſter in a paſſion? — well, 
don't be angry, — come, he ſha'n't burt | 


you; — here, ſhake a paw with him, — 


hy he'll do, you no harm, man! - — co-· 


. me, kiſs and friends!“ — 


WhO 1!” . Mr. 1 Almo | 
_ mad with vexation, as I'm a living crea- - 
ture, I would not touch him for a thou- ; 


ſand worlds!“ 


a4 gend kim a FRO cried Mr. Co- 


verley, *and Ill be your ſecond, . 


£ « Ay, do, ” ſaid the Captain, «and. Pl 


be ſecond to my friend Monſieur Clapper- 


= claw 
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5 elaw here. 15 to it at t once — tooth 
and nail!” 
«God forbid!” cried Mr. Lovel, re. 


treating, «I would ſooner truſt my per- 
ſon with a mad bull!” 


don't like the looks of him mylelf,” 
ſaid Lord Merton, lor he grins moſt 
horribly. dl 


«Oh Im fri IM out of my ſenſes!” : 


eried Lady Ph. * take him wer, or I 
ſhall die!” 


IM Captain,“ fd 1 Orville, «the : 
ladies are alarmed, and I muſt beg you 
would ſend the monkey away,” 


” Why, where can be the mighty harm 
of one monkey more than another?” an- 
| ſwered the Captainz *howſomever, if it's 
agreeable to the ladies, — we turn 
them out together?“ 


What do you mean by that, Sir?” 5 
cried Mr. Lovel, lifting up his cane. 


What do you mean?” cried the Cap- 
tain, fiercely : „de ſo good as to down 
with your cane,” ; 


5 * 


4 Poor | 
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Poor Mr. Lovel, too much intimidated 
to ſtand his ground, yet too much en- 
raged to ſubmit, turned haſtily round, 
and, forgetful of conſequences, vented 
his paſſion by giving a furious blow to the tel 
monkey, _ | 


he creature darting forwards, ſprung 
inſtantly upon him, and clinging round 
his neck, faſtened his teeth to one of his 
I was really ſorry for the poor man, tile 
who, though an egregious fop, had com- = 
mitted no offence that merited ſuch cha JW . . 
P ain 
c Fa, 

It was impoſſible, now, to diſtinguiſh out 
Whoſe ſcreams were loudeſt, thoſe of Mr. WW a m 
Lovel, or of the terrified Lady Louiſa, A 
who, I believe, thought her own turn not 
was approaching: but the unrelenting poui 
Captain roared with joy. os; 


Not ſo Lord Orville: ever humane, ge.: ſaid 
nerous, and benevolent, he quitted his 
charge, who he ſaw 'was wholly out of 
danger, and ſeizing the monkey by the 
collar, made him looſen the ear, as 

o 
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then, with a ſudden being, flung him 
out of the room, and ſhut the door. 


Poor Mr. Lovel, almoſt fainting with 
terror, ſunk upon the floor, crying out, 


«Oh | ſhall die, 1 ſhall die! — Ok Fm * 


bit to death!“ 


0 Captain nn ſaid Mrs. 13 
mont, With no little indignation, I muſt. 
own don't perceive the wit of this action; 


and I am ſorry to have ſuch Ty prac- 
tiſed in my houſe.” 


Why, Lord, Ma'am,“ fad the cap-· 
tain, when his rapture abated ſufficiently | 
for ſpeech, *how could I tell they'd fall 


out G2 — by Jingo, I brought him to be 
a meſſmate for tother,” 


Egad, “ ſaid Mr. Coverley, « would: 


not <4 been ſerved ſo for 4 thouſand 
pounds!“ 


Why then there's the ods of i it, „ 
fad the Captain, „for you ſee he is forv- 
ed ſo for nothing. But come,” (turning 
to Mr. Lovel) *be of good heart, all 
may end well yet, and you and Monſeer 
888 be as s good friends as ever,” 


« Tim 
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Tm ſurpriſed, Mrs. Beaumont,” cried 
Mr. Lbvel, farting up, „that you can 
ſuffer a perſon under your roof to be treat 


ed ſo inhuman] 3 


« What argufies fo many words?“ ſaid 


the unfeeling Captain, it is but a ſlit of 


the ear; it only looks as s if you had been 


in the pillory.“ 
= Very true,” T "added, Mrs. 1 
«and who knows but it may acquire you 
the credit of being an anti - miniſterial 
Writer?“ 355 
41 proteſt, „ cried Mr. Lovel, Jookin 
ruefully at his dreſs, *my x new Ming 
ſuits all over blood!“ e 


* Ha, ha, ha! * cried the Captain; « ſee 
” what comes of ſtudying for an bout what 
ou ſhall put on.“ 


Mr. Lovel then walked to the 20 
; ad looking at the place, exclaimed, *Oh 


Heaven, what a monſtrous wound! my 
ear will never be fit to be ſen again? fo 
„„ «Why 
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1 Why then,” ſaid the Captain, *you | — 
mu of hide it; —'tis but wearing a wig!” | | 
A wig! repeated the affrighted Mr. 
| Lovel, “I Wear a wig? — no, not if you ; 
would me give a thouſand * an 
hour!“ 


: I declare,” id Lady Louiſe, «I never | 
heard ſuch a ſhocking propoſal in my life!” 
Lord Orville then, ſeeing no proſpect 
that the altercation would ceaſe, propoſed 
to the Captain to walk. He aſſented; 
and having given Mr. Lovel a nod of exul- 
tation; accompanied bis Lordſ hip down 5 
ſlairs. 


«Pon honour, A ſaid Mr. Lond. he . 
moment the door was ſhut, „that fel- | 
low is the greateſt brute in nature! he 
ought not to be admitted into a civilized 
lociety.” 


3 Lovd, 2 tad? Mr. Coverley: Mong = 
to whiſper, «you muſt certainly pink 


him: you muſt not 0” vp vith ſuch an 
alfront.“ 35 


| « Sir” | 


30 * 


Sir,“ ſaid Mr. tote «with any com- | 
mon perſon, I ſhould not deliberate an 
inſtant; but, really, with a fellow who |} 


has done nothing but fight all his life, 
*pon honour, Sir, I can't think of it!” 


Lovel,“ fai ind Merton, i in the 2 


me voice, you muſt call bim to account,” 1 


5 «Every man,” faid he, pettiſhly, «jg | 
the beſt judge of his own affairs, and I 
don't aſk the honour of any e $ ad: . 


vice. 


gad, Lovel, 5 aid Mr. ente 


4 you're in for it!— — -you Can t t poſſibly be 


| : off! ”y 


sir, „ cried hs; very impatiently, 
« upon any proper occaſion, I ſhould be 
zãlãzXs ready to ſhew my courage as any bo- 
th, dy; — but as to fighting for ſuch a trifle 
=. this, « —1 e hould bluſ h to think 


of tt? 


4 uiler cried Mrs, eum; « 8000 
_ Her. 


. ˙ . oe ES 


Heaven! aid 1 how: you mole this allo 


niſ hing riot about a /ifle? 


« Ma am, anſwered the poor wretch, 


in great confuſion, I did not know at 


firſt but that my cheek might have been 


bit: — but as 'tis no worſe, why it does 
not a great deal ſignify, Mrs, Beaumont, 
have the honour to wiſh you good even- 5 
5 ing; Fm ſure my carriage mult be Wait- 
ing” And then, very abruptly, he left : 


the room. 


What a commotion has this miſchief. : 
loving Captain raiſed! Were I to remain 
| here long, even the ſociety of my dear 
Maria could ſcarce compenſate for the 


diſtur bances Which he excites. 


When he returned, and heard of the 


quiet exit of Mr. Lovel, his triumph Was 
| intolerable. ©l think, I think,” cried he, 


«I have peppered him well! TIl warrant | 
he Won 't give an hour to- - marr OW morn- . 


. L. to lenting what he ſ hall ou on; why | 
Vol. Il, UV his. 


8 — — 


TY: 


— * — 2 
* 4 = — „ 


„ 
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his coat,” turning to me, „Would be a 


moſt excellent match for old Madame 
Furbelow's beſt Lyons ſilk! Fore Geor- 


ge, I'd deſire no better ſport, than'to ha- 
ve that there old cat here, to 8⁰ her 


7 ſnacks! 


All the company chen, Lord Orville : 
Miſs Mirvan, and myſelf excepted, play. 


adi at cards. and we — oh how much bet. 
ter di d we pals „„ 


5 While we were engaged i in a moſt oo. 
; ligheful converſation, a ſervant brought : 
: "_ a letter, which he told me had, by 
| ſome accident, been miflaid. Judge of 
my feelings, when I ſaw, my deareſt Sir, 
pour revered hand-writing! My emotion 
ſoon betrayed to Lord Orville whom the 


letter was from; the importance of the 


contents he well knew, and, aſſuring me 
I ſhould not be ſeen by the card-players, 
he beſought me to open it without delay. 


Open it, indeed I did, — but read it I 


5 could not; 35. the w willing, yer aweful con- 
ſent 
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ſent you have granted, de tendernef 


of your expreſſions, — the certainty that 


no obſtacle remained to my eternal union 
with the loved owner of my heart, gave 


me ſenſations too various, and, though 
joyful, too little placid for obſervation. 
Finding myſelf unable to proceed, and 
bilnded by the tears of gratitude and de- 
light, which ſtarted into my eyes, 1 gave 
over the attempt of reading, till I retired” 
to my own room: and, having no voice 
to anſwer the enquiries of Lord Orville, =. 
I put the letter into his hands, and left „* 


| to ſpeak both for me and itſelf. 


Lord Orville Was iar aflec ted by 
your kindneſs; he kiſſed the letter as he 
returned it, and, preſſing my hand affe - 


ctionately to his heart, © You are now,” 


(faid he, in a low voice) „all my own! | 
Oh my Evelina, how will my foul find 


room for its happineſs? — it ſeems alrea- 


dy burſting!” I could make no reply; 
indeed I badly ſpoke another word the 


& reſt 
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reſt of the evening; ſo little talkative | is 


the fullneſs of contentment. 


O my deareſt. Sir, the thankfulneſs of 
my heart I muſt pour forth at our meet- 
ing, when, at your feet, my happineſs 
receives its confirmation from your bleſ⸗ 
| ſing, and when my noble-minded, my 
beloved Lord Orville, preſents to you the 
highly - - honoured we thrice - happy Eve 
lina. 
A few lines I will ca to wii 
on Thurſday, which ſhall be ſent off ex- 
-- preſs, to give you, ſhould nothing inter- 
vene, yet more certain aſſurance of o our 
_ meeting. 


NO w then. Ss. "a the Grft - — 
and probably the laſt time ſhall ever own 


8 the name, permit me to ſign myſelf, 5 


Molt dear Sir, . 


Your gratefully affectionate, 
Evernxa Ber. MONT, | 


labs 


„ 
lady Louiſa, at her own particular de- 
fire, will be preſent at the ceremony, as 
well as Miſs Mirvan and Mrs, Selwyn : 
Mr. Macartney will, the ſame morning, 


be united to my ſoſter- ſiſter, and my fa- 
ther himſelf * Be us both pn 


x K T 7 E R XXII. | 
Mr. Pillars 40 Evelins, : 


R E. wiſh of my foul ! is now falit- -” 


led — for the felicity of my Eveling * 
equal to her worthineſs! a 


Yes, my child, thy beppineſs is en 
oraved, in golden characters, upon the 
tablets of my heart! and their impreſſion 
is indelible; for, ſhould the rude and 
deep- ſearching hand of Misfortune at- 


tempt to pluck them from their repoſitory, 
the fleeting fabric of life would give way, 


and i in tearing: from my vitals the nouriſ h- 
„%%% ES ment | 


N 9 8 


5 ld n the weak and aged frame of thy 


ment by 4 which G are e Che 


would but graſp at a if hadow inſenſible to 
her touch. ; 


Give thee my conſent? —- Oh thou joy, 
| comfort, and pride of my life, how cold 
is that word to expreſs the fervency of 

my approbation! yes, I do indeed give 
' thee my conſent, and ſo thankfully, that, 
With the humbleſt gratitude to Providence, 
I would ſeal it with the remnant of my 


I 


| Haſten, thas; my love, to bleſs 1 me nc 

| witli thy preſence, and to receive the ble IM. th 
ſings With Which my fond heart over- 8 
fHovs ! — And, | oh my Evelina, hear aud of 


aſſiſt in one only, humble, but ardent 
prayer which yet animates my devotions: 
that the height of bliſs, to which thou art 
riſing, may not render thee giddy, but 
that the purity of thy mind may form the 
brighteſt ſplendour of thy proſperity! — 


E 5 almoſt 


. 3 4h 


almoſt dobang parent, nearly worn out 
by time, paſt afflictions, and infirmities, 
may yet be able to ſuſtain a meeting with 
all its better part holds dear; and then, 
that all the wounds which the former ſe- 
verity of fortune inflicted, may be healed 
and purified by the ultimate conſolation 


of pouring forth my dying words in bles- ; q 
ſings on my child! — cloſing theſe joy. * 
; ſtreaming eyes in her preſence, and breath. 1 4 
ing my laſt faint ſighs in her loved arms! 6 
Grieve not, oh child of my care, grieve N 0 
not at the inevitable moment; but may if. 
thy own end be equally propitious! Oh 114 
may'ſt thou, when full of days, and full * 
of honour, ſink down as gently to reſt, — os 
be loved as kindly, watched as tenderly, 34 
as thy happy father! And may'ſt thou, y 
when thy glaſs is run, be ſweetly, but 4 
not bitterly mourned, by ſome remaining t * 
darling of thy affections, — - fome yet fur- 1 by 
viving Evelina! c mn 1 
Annen Vir IAns. } 1 19 
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Ai 1s over, my ge Sir, ind the 
fate of your Evelina is decided! This 


morning, with fearſul joy, and trembling 
gratitude, ſhe united herſelf for ever with 
the object of her deareſt, her eternal alle 


clion. 1 1 7 5 


I have time . no more; the chai 


now waits , which is to conduct me to 


dear Berry Hill, and to the + arms of the 
; vr on mag, 
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